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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of t he Il1inois House of
Representatives are honored to recognize February as Bl ack
Hi story Month and the institutions that have provided the
African-Anerican comunity wth many years of constructive

i nfl uence; and

WHEREAS, Shil oh Baptist Church in Engl ewood has exerted a
profound influence on its comunity by providing over a

century of service and worship; and

VWHEREAS, In 1889, M. and Ms. Thorton Jones held a
prayer neeting in their honme that evolved into the Shiloh
Bapti st Church; the beginning of a church hone for Shil oh was
in a storefront on 63rd and Hal sted where the Holl and Jewel ry

Store in now |l ocated; and

WHEREAS, The first pastor of the Shiloh Baptist Church
was Reverend Richard DeBaptiste, an outstanding |eader who
hel ped organi ze the National Baptist Convention and served as
its Historian; he also served as pastor of Oivet Baptist

Church; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. David H Harris cane to Shiloh in
1899 and becane the guide for the spiritual destiny of the
church for nore than thirty years; it became apparent to Dr.
Harris that Shiloh was an essential and grow ng part of the
religious life in the community, and a new brick structure

was built and dedicated to neet their needs; and

VWHEREAS,  The Reverend Thomas B. Chapman was called to
Shil oh on January 1, 1942; his w sdom and nmet hod of financing
gained himthe reputation of a great church financier; under
Rev. Chapman's guidance, the church nortgage was paid and

cerenoni ally burned on Sunday, February 13, 1944; and

WHEREAS, Fol | om ng Pastor Thomas Chapman, Reverend Janes
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R C Penn, the first black park district policeman, was
called to be pastor of the Shiloh Baptist Church from 1947 to

the spring of 1949; and

WHEREAS, In the fall of 1949, Reverend Onen D. Pelt cane
to Shiloh and brought with hima rich spiritual life, wse
adm nistration, endearing fellowship, active but hunbl e

service, and inspiring | eadership; and

VWHEREAS, Under Rev. Pelt's |eadership, Shiloh's first
par sonage was purchased in 1951 at 5948 South Throop Street
and the nortgage was paid nineteen years ahead of schedul e;

and

WHEREAS, Rev. Pelt organized the 12 nonth clubs, the

men's club, and the Federal Credit Union; and

WHEREAS, In Novenber 1965, construction was started at
7058 South Racine Avenue to build the dream of Rev. Pelts, a
building that could supply the physical and spiritual needs
of the church nenbership and comunity; sadly, Rev. Pelt

passed away before its conpletion; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his service and dedication with
his church, Reverend Omnen Pelt was active in the civil rights
movenent; on February 13, 1956, Rev. Pelt, with Martin Luther
King, Jr., net with the United Packi nghouse Workers Union to
di scuss | obbying the Chicago-based parent conpany of the
Mont gonery City Lines, the National Lines, in response to the

arrest of Rosa Parks; and

WHEREAS, The Honorable Rev. Onen Pelt served his state as
a menber of the Illinois House of Representatives from

1967-1968; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend C eodus Jeni son Brooks was called to
Shiloh on March 17, 1969, and served as the |ongest tenured

pastor in the history of the church; and
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WHEREAS, Under Rev. Jem son Brooks, Shiloh reached its
pi nnacl e of financial stability; Rev. Brooks organized a
gospel chorus and the Mdther's Board; he built and furni shed
a church in Lasoto, South Africa, which is named for Shil oh;

Reverend Jem son Brooks passed away Cctober 23, 1999; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Ervin R M| saps was el ected as Pastor
and assuned the pulpit on Sunday, Cctober 28, 2001; Rev.
MI||lsaps received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Shaw
University in Religion and Philosophy in 1992; in 1995, he
received a Masters of Divinity with Christian Education from
t he Sout heastern Bapti st Theol ogi cal Sem nary in Wake Forest,
North Carolina; later, in 1998, he received a Doctor of
Mnistry Degree fromUnited Theol ogi cal Sem nary in Dayton,
Chi o; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mllsaps and his wfe, Lizzie, have a
daughter, Octavia Ruth; Dr. Mllsaps brings with himto
Shi | oh experience as a mature teacher and pastor; he conmes to
break down some of the old staid traditions and to build new

traditions based on the CGospel; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratul ate the nenbers of the Shiloh Baptist Church for
their loving and guiding influence and contributions to their
community in the nore than 112 years of the Church's

exi stence; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be sent
to Reverend Ervin R MIllsaps, so that he may present it to

hi s congregation as an expression of our profound respect.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


