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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, It has cone to the attention of the nenbers of
the 1llinois House of Representatives that the warnings and
restrictions regarding nercury amal gam dental fillings are

i nadequat e; and

VWHEREAS, The term "silver" to describe a product that has
substantially nore nercury than silver does not accurately

convey needed information to consuners; and

WHEREAS, Mercury is being renoved fromall other health
care wuses, such as vaccines, disinfectants, and contact
| enses; many health organizations, such as the Anmerican
Publ i c Heal t h Associ ati on, t he California Medi cal
Associ ation, and Health Care Wthout Harm recomend renovi ng

mercury fromall health products; and

VWHEREAS, Chil dren under 18, pregnant wonen, and nursing
nothers may be at particular risk to nercury exposure,
because the nercury goes to the devel opi ng brain, through the
pl acenta, and through the breast mlk, according to the
Agency for Toxic Substances and Di sease Registry of the
United Suites Public Health Service; several authorities,
including manufacturers who have issued contraindications
and the Governnment of Canada, warn that children and
pregnant wonen are at particularized risk for exposure to

mercury amal gam and

WHEREAS, Consuners and parents have a right to know, in
advance, that, in the words of the California Dental Board,
"There exists a diversity of various scientific opinions

regarding the safety of mercury dental amal gant'; and

VWHEREAS, Alternatives to nercury-based dental fillings

exi st, such as resin conposite and porcelain; and
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WHEREAS, Medicaid and many third-party paynment health
plans do not allow consuners to choose alternatives to
mercury amal gam so poor children's only options are nercury

fillings or no fillings at all; and

WHEREAS, The states of Arizona, California, and M ne
have passed | aws providing warnings to consuners about the
risks of silver (mercury) dental amal gam and Rhode Isl and
has passed a | aw giving consuners on insurance plans ful
choi ce on the type of fillings they may have; therefore, be

it

RESCLVED, BY THE | LLINO S HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
the State of Illinois enact |aws providing warnings to al
consuners as follows: (1) that silver fillings are about
fifty percent nmercury, a neuro-toxin and envi ronnment al
hazar d; (2) that there exists a diversity of various
scientific opinions regarding the safety of nercury dental
amal gam and (3) that particularized concern has been
expressed regarding the health effects on children, pregnant

wonen, and nursing nothers; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the State of Illinois enact laws to
provi de choices to all consuners, so that Medicaid famlies
and noder ate-i ncome consuners on insurance plans will be able

to choose alternatives to nercury amal gam
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