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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I1linois House of
Representatives are honored to recogni ze significant events

in the lives of the citizens of the State of Illinois; and

VWHEREAS, |t has cone to our attention that the Reverend
Father Anthony J. Vader of Chicago is celebrating the 50th

anniversary of his priestly ordination on May 4, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Fat her Vader has been a mnister, a friend, an
advi ser, a confidante and staunch supporter of the
Filipino-American community for alnost fifty vyears; Father
Vader retired in February, 1998, fromthe Holy Name of Mary
Church in Chicago, where he was the parish priest for thirty
years; he now lives at the Holy Nane of Mary rectory and
serves as pastor of the Sacred Heart Church, the mssion

church of Holy Nanme of Mary Church; and

VWHEREAS, Father Vader's fifty vyears in the priesthood
have al ways been wth the Archdi ocese of Chicago; after his
ordination in My, 1952, at the St. Mary of the Lake Sem nary
in Mundelein, Illinois, Father Vader was assigned to the Holy
Cross Church in Chicago, where he served until 1964; from
1964 until 1968, he was assigned to the St. Lawence Church;
Fat her Vader then served at Holy Nanme of Mary Church until

his retirement; and

VWHEREAS, Fat her Vader's many acconplishnents at the Holy
Name of WMary Church include paying off a huge parish debt,
runni ng an excell ent parish school, and the construction of a
beautiful church; this church has beautiful stained glass
w ndows, wonderful nosaics, and is filled wth precious
artifacts and art fromAfrica, the Philippines, and other

parts of the world; and

VVHEREAS, Fat her Vader has conti nued his educati on, both
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as a student and teacher; in addition to his Licentiate in
Sacred Theology from the St. Mary of the Lake Sem nary, he
acquired an M A degree in Sociology at the University of
Chicago and a Ph.D. in Sociology at the Loyola University in
Chi cago; Father Vader pursued post doctoral studies at
Tangaza University in Nairobi, Kenya, in East Africa; he also
made tinme for over 15 years to share his knowl edge and |ove
of knowl edge wth his many students at N les Coll ege and at

St. Mary of the Lake Sem nary; and

WHEREAS, Father Vader net and nmade friends wth several
Filipino nurses and doctors at Wodl awn Hospital while he was
assigned to the Holy Cross Parish; he was al so requested to
becone chaplain of the Filipino nedical personnel at the
University of Chicago clinics; Father Vader was very active
in FISCA (initially, Filipino Student Catholic Action), which
devel oped into a very dynamc spiritual, social, and cultura
organi zation of Filipinos in Anerica;, in 1980, he was
contacted by several Filipinos in the southwest side of
Chicago to participate in the Santo N no devotion, very
popul ar in the Philippines; Father Vader continues to be
involved in this weekly devotion wherein the icon of the
Santo Nino is venerated at hones of different famlies with a
Holy Mass and a Novena; he is the spiritual adviser of the
Samahan sa Baryo, an organization of Filipino-Amrerican

famlies in the southwest side of Chicago; and

WHEREAS, The many services that Father Vader has provided
to the Filipino Anerican comrunity over the last 50 vyears
include, but are not Ilimted to, officiating at weddi ngs,
bapti snms, funerals, house and car blessings, mnistering to
the sick, attending novenas, pilgrinmges, and nmany other
devotions; Father Vader is very active in supporting several
charities in the Philippines, the nost prom nent of which are

t he "Tul oy sa Don Bosco", and the "Silong Tanglaw'
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organi zations, which provide housing and educati on to
abandoned or disadvantaged children; he also contributes to
several semnaries in the Philippines; Father Vader "goes
home" to the Philippines alnost every year to visit friends

and beneficiaries; and

VWHEREAS, Fat her Vader |oves to help people and he lives

by the nmotto of his 1952 graduating class, "Jucundus,
Abundat, Anore", neaning, "a joyful person abounds with
| ove"; and

WHEREAS, In recognition of his many years of service to
Filipino Aner i cans, former Philippine President Joseph
Estrada awarded Father Vader with a Presidential Ctation on
June 23, 1999; in 2001, he was inducted into the Chicago
Filipino-Anmerican Hall of Fame as "Friend of the Filipinos";

therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratul ate Reverend Father Anthony J. Vader on the 50th

anni versary of his priestly ordination; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Father Anthony J. Vader as an expression of our

esteem
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