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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I11inois House of
Representatives w sh to express their sincere condol ences to
the famly and friends of Janmes W C enent, who passed away

on January 30, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Jim Clenent was a Chicago patent |awer who
pushed for racial integration and equality in Chicago's
public schools; he was anong the nost nenorabl e menbers of
t he Chi cago Board of Education, although he served only two

years, from 1964 to 1966; and

WHEREAS, A vocal opponent of Chicago Public School
Superintendent Benjamn WIlis, M. Cenent was especially
critical on integration matters, including the use of nobile
cl assroons--critics at the tinme called themWIIlis Wagons--to
relieve overcrowding in schools that were nostly or al

bl ack, wi thout ending racial segregation in the system and

WHEREAS, A lifelong Illinois resident and a resident of
Hyde Park for 50 years, M. O enent earned bachel or's degrees
in chemstry in 1935, nmaking Phi Beta Kappa and Bronze Tabl e,
and in physics in 1943, and obtained a naster's degree in
chem stry in 1936, all fromthe University of Illinois; he
received a |aw degree in 1941 from Northwestern University;

and

WHEREAS, M. C enent spent the sumers of 1935 and 1936
bui | di ng homes in Quaker work canps, first for coal mners in
Pennsylvania then in Switzerland followi ng a |andslide; at
the 1936 Aynpics in Berlin he watched the heroics of Jesse
Onens and Ralph Metcalfe, the latter of whom becane a
congressman and a longtine friend of M. Cenent's; he also
spent a year teaching chem stry, physics, English and choir

at the Anerican School for Boys in Baghdad, Iraq; and
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VWHEREAS, M. Cenment served in the mlitary from1943 to

1946, serving stateside in both the Arny and the Navy; and

VWHEREAS, M. Cenment clerked for tto Kerner Sr., a judge
on the U S. Court of Appeals and father of Illinois Governor
Oto Kerner, and served in Governor Adlai E. Stevenson's
admnistration as counselor to the finance director; in
addi tion he nentored a nunber of state | awrakers, one of whom
was former Illinois congressman and former U.S. Court of

Appeal s Chi ef Judge Abner M kva; and

WHEREAS, M. Cenent was a partner in the intellectua
property law firns of Dressler, Goldsmth, Cenment & Gordon
and C enment & Ryan, where he continued to practice patent and

trademark law until shortly before his death; and

VHEREAS, M. d ement served on the boards of the Illinois

division of the Anerican Cvil Liberties Union, Threshol ds,

and the Commttee on Illinois Governnent; in addition, he was
a nenber of the Illinois Bar Association for 60 years; and
WHEREAS, M. C enent played tennis until a knee injury

forced himto stop at 83; and

WHEREAS, Jim Cenent was a devoted husband, father and
famly man who reveled in the activities and acconplishnments
of his wife of 49 vyears, and his children, including his

daughter Jill, who preceded himin death; and

VWHEREAS, The death of JimCenent will be deeply felt by
all who knew and Iloved him especially his wife, Kay; his
daughter, Kim his sons, John, Adam and Peter, and his seven

grandchil dren; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we nourn, along with all who knew him the death of Jim

Cl ement of Chicago; and be it further
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1 RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
2 presented to the famly of Janes W C enent with our sincere

3 condol ences.
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