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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, There are over 48,000 adults and juveniles
incarcerated in 36 correctional facilities run by the State

of Illinois; and

WHEREAS, Despite probl ens of over crowdi ng and
understaffing, these prisons have an excellent record of

mai ntai ning the public safety; and

VWHEREAS, In other states where private prisons have nade
encroachnents, correctional security has of ten been
significantly conprom sed, resulting in nore serious injuries
to staff and inmates, as well as a grow ng nunber of inmate

escapes; and

VWHEREAS, One of the primary causes of such unsafe
conditions in private prisons is the poor training, high

turnover, and | ow conpensation of their enpl oyees; and

VWHEREAS, The Illinois GCeneral Assenbly has recognized
that "issues of liability, accountability, and cost warrant a
prohi bition of the ownership, operation, or nmanagenent of
correctional facilities by for-profit contractors” by its

enact nent of a noratorium agai nst private prisons; and

WHEREAS, In spite of that noratorium attenpts are still
bei ng made to privatize oper ati ons of the State's

correctional facilities through increnmental neasures; and

WHEREAS, The Depart ment of Corrections currently
contracts out nedical services at its facilities, which has
led to difficulty in recruiting and retaining health care
prof essionals and hardshi ps for enpl oyees, including bounced

pay checks fromfly-by-night contractors; and

WHEREAS, Governor Ryan has proposed the privatization of

a nunber of inportant functions that inpact prison security


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


~N~ oo o1 b~ W N

(oe]

10
11
12
13

14
15
16
17

18
19
20
21
22

23
24

-2- LRB9211850RCsb

at all Illinois Department of Corrections prisons, including

di etary and conm ssary functions; and

WHEREAS, The privatization of such functions would be
detrinmental to the efficient and secure function of these
facilities and is therefore contrary to the intent of the
Private Correctional Facility MratoriumAct; therefore, be

it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
the State of Illinois affirnms its commtnent to a secure,
safe, and effective State prison system by forestalling
efforts to incrementally privatize oper ations of t he

Departnent of Corrections; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives opposes
Gover nor Ryan's proposal to privatize the dietary and
comm ssary functions at t he I11inois Depart ment of

Corrections prisons; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Departnment of Corrections shall, prior
to the privatization of the dietary and comm ssary functions
at a State of Illinois correctional facility, seek bids for
any services that are normally perfornmed by enpl oyees of the

Departnent of Corrections; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

delivered to the Director of Corrections.
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