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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Newborn infants have been abandoned to unsafe
environnments or other circunstances that can result in death
or injury to those infants and that can result in <civil or
crimnal liability for parents who nay be under severe

enotional distress; and

VWHEREAS, There is a need for a nechanism whereby a
parent may relinquish a newborn infant to a safe environnent
whi | e mai ntai ning anonymty and avoiding civil and crimnal

liability; and

WHEREAS, Such a nechanism while not preferable to a
plan for the infant's adoption, is a safer alternative than

the infant's abandonnent; and

WHEREAS, Illinois has taken steps to inplenent such a
mechani sm by enacting the Abandoned Newborn Infant Protection

Act, Public Acts 92-408 and 92-432; and

WHEREAS, Parents in every state ought to have a neans

for relinquishing a newborn infant to a safe environnent; and

WHEREAS, H. R 2873, the "Pronoting Safe and Stable
Fam | i es Amendnents of 2001", has passed the United States
House of Representatives and is presently being considered in
the United States Senate; the bill appropriates federal funds
to support infant safe haven prograns such as the program
established in Illinois under the Abandoned Newborn Infant

Protection Act; and

WHEREAS, Passage of H R 2873 wll be of invaluable
benefit to infants and their famlies in every state;

therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NI NETY-
SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, that we
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urge the United States Senate to pass H R 2873, the
"Pronoting Safe and Stable Fam |ies Anmendnents of 2001"; and

be it further

RESCLVED, That a suitable copy of this Resolution be

sent to each nmenber of the United States Senate.
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