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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, In the wake of the Septenber 11, 2001 attacks on
our nation, all Anericans have been forced to reevaluate the

safety and security of our communities; and

VWHEREAS, The State of I1linois has had strong
anti-terrorisminitiatives in place for some tinme, but the
new era Anerica has now entered requires that we do much

nmore; and

VWHEREAS, The Illinois CGeneral Assenbly appl auds Congress
for acting on an expedited and bipartisan basis to pass the
$40 billion Emergency Suppl enental Appropriation to speed our

nation's recovery; and

VWHEREAS, Wile many proposals are being discussed in
Congress to provide additional resources to address terrorism
concerns, it is crucial that these resources are allocated
not just at the federal and state governnent |evel, but that
a fair portion also be allocated directly to the |ocal
governnments to provide relief fromall types of catastrophic

events; and

WHEREAS, As "first responders” in the event of terrorist
attacks and ot her catastrophic events, |ocal governnments are,
in a very real sense, on the front Ilines of our nation's

def ense and di saster readi ness; and

VWHEREAS, In case of a local catastrophe from nunerous
tornado touchdowns that occur every year within the State of
II'linois or a maor earthquake originating fromthe New
Madrid Fault in southern Illinois, the closest FEMA U ban

Search and Rescue Teamis | ocated outside of our state; and

WHEREAS, Congressional assistance to |ocal governnments
shoul d be distributed in as direct, expedited and flexible a

manner as possible, either through existing distribution
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systens, such as the Federal Enmergency Mnagenent Agency
(FEMA), or through the <creation of a block grant program

directly for cities; and

VWHEREAS, Wiile the Illinois General Assenbly is proud of
and has every confidence in its Police Departnents, Fire
Departnents and Depart nment of Publ i c Heal t h, t hese
departnments could benefit from enhanced resources to enable
themto better protect the citizens of the State; therefore,

be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we urge the United States to pass inportant and much-needed
legislation allocating funding locally to help conbat the

scourge of terrorism and be it further

RESCLVED, That FEMA approve an Urban Search and Rescue
Team to be located within the State of Illinois; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That the United States Congress appropriate
funds by which a FEMA Urban Search and Rescue Team coul d be

|l ocated within the State of Illinois; and be it further

RESCLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be
presented to the Illinois Delegation to the United States
Congress as a sign of our dedication to and support of this

i nportant issue.
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