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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I1linois House of
Representatives are pleased to recognize mlestone events in

the lives of the citizens of the State of Illinois; and

VWHEREAS, On Tuesday, Novenber 13, 2001, the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops elected Bishop Wlton G egory

as its first African Anmerican president; and

VWHEREAS, Bishop WIlton Gegory was born on Decenber 7,
1947 to a "generically Christian" famly on the South Side of
Chi cago; he converted to Catholicismin the 6th grade shortly
after his parents enrolled himat St. Carthage School at 73rd
and Yale in Englewood; wthin weeks, he had designs on

becom ng a priest; and

VWHEREAS, Bishop Gegory attended Quigley Preparatory
Semnary South, Nles College of Loyola University and St.
Mary of the Lake Sem nary; he was ordained a priest on May 3,
1973 and served his first assignnment as associate pastor of
Qur Lady of Perpetual Help in denview, he rose quickly
t hrough the ranks of the Chicago church to become its first
black auxiliary bishop in 1983; a decade |ater, Pope John
Paul 11 named hi m bishop of the Diocese of Belleville, which
includes 28 counties in Southern Illinois; in addition, he
hel ped establish the Ofice for Black Catholics of the

Chi cago archdi ocese; and

WHEREAS, Bishop Gregory was el ected vice president of the
Nat i onal Conf er ence of Catholic Bishops/U S Catholic
Conference in 1998; he is known as a stirring orator and a
nmoving preacher and he has witten extensively on inportant

i ssues; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
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-2- LRB9211063RHr h

we congratulate Bishop WIlton Gegory on becomng the first
African American president of the U S. Conference of Catholic

Bi shops; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Bishop WIton Gregory as an expression of our

esteem
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