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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The Honorable Eugene Sawer 1is a native of
Al abama; the eldest of 6 children, he traveled to Chicago
every sumrer while attending Alabama State University in
Mont gonmery; he lived wwth his aunt on the South Side and held
sumrer jobs making touch-up paint for cars at Dupli-Col or
Products Conpany, and assenbling automatic sprinklers at

Rockwood Spri nkl er Conpany; and

WHEREAS, After graduating from college in 1956 wth a
degree in secondary educati on, Eugene Sawyer t aught
mat hematics and chemstry for a year at a high school in
Prentiss, Mssissippi, but in 1957 he noved to Chicago

per mnent|y; and

VWHEREAS, Unable to locate a job in a | aboratory, Eugene
Sawyer ended up working for Rockwood Sprinklers for 2 years;
in 1959, his cousin helped himland a position as a | aborer

on the city's South Side water-filtration plant; and

VWHEREAS, City jobs were just not handed out to anyone in
those days, nost <city enployees were expected to join a
Denocratic ward organi zation, and to kick in 1 to 2 percent
of their paychecks as dues; Eugene Sawer dutifully joined
the 6th Ward organi zati on and began nethodically working his

way up; and

VWHEREAS, As Eugene Sawyer rose through the ranks of the
ward organi zati on, he rose through the patronage ranks of the
city water departnent as well; he becane president of the 6th
Ward Young Denocrats, financial secretary of the entire ward
organi zation, and finally its president, a position that was
second in command to his political nentor, Robert MIller, the

6th Ward al derman and denocratic comm tteenman; and

WHEREAS, Eugene Sawyer served as al derman of the 6th Ward
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from 1972 to 1987; during his stint as alderman, M. Sawer
served as mayor pro temunder Harold Washington from 1985 to

1987; and

VWHEREAS, After the sudden and unexpected death of the
|ate Mayor Harold Wshington, and after a |ong turbul ent
night at City Hall, Eugene Sawyer was sworn in as Mayor of
Chicago at 4:0lam on Decenber 2, 1987 by Cty Cerk VWalter

Kozubowski ; and

VWHEREAS, Eugene Sawyer's quiet and effective |eadership
expanded Chi cago's governnmental outreach of cooperative
part nershi ps in busi ness and i ndustry; hi s many

acconpl i shnent s i ncl ude:

(1) Convening a broad range of youth service providers
whose expertise was needed to study and review the problens
and issues which affect youth and present recomendations to

gover nment ;

(2) Generating resources to honor and award youth who
excel in school through such prograns as "The Mayor's Super
Schol ars", an annual program which honors all Chicago Public

School s d ass Val edi ctori ans, and "The Annual Science Fair";

(3) Recruiting and f undi ng of comuni ty- based
organi zati ons and churches that were interested in providing
whol esonme educational, recreational, and cultural prograns
and services as positive alternatives to gangs, crines, and

Vi ol ence;

(4) Fighting vigorously for a school reform package to
transformthe Chicago Public School System and |aying the
foundation for the successful tenure of School Superintendent

Paul Vall as; and

(5) Providing national |eadership, via the Conference of

Mayors, to transform public policy's enphasis on problem
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youth to an enphais on productive youth and noving famlies

in poverty from dependency to self-sufficency; and

WHEREAS, Eugene Sawyer's acconplishnments and wi sdom over
the years have greatly benefitted the citizens of Chicago;

therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we comend Eugene Sawyer for his years of dedicated service
and support to the citizens of Chicago and that we extend to
him a special congratulations on the celebration of his 67th

bi rt hday; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

presented to Eugene Sawyer as an expression of our esteem
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