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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The University of Illinois IS a public
institution, 1is accountable to the citizens of the State of
II'linois, and has a responsibility to maintain stability and

a high level of quality at our prized State institution; and

VWHEREAS, The nore than 5,000 graduate enpl oyees at the
University of Illinois at U bana-Chanpai gn are indispensable
menbers of the University as they teach nearly half of al
introductory | evel courses, run |laboratories and |ibraries,
perform essenti al research t hat has established and
mai nt ai ned the University's excellent reputation, and perform
many ot her services vital to the University and the State;

and

VWHEREAS, G aduate students enployed by the University as
teaching assistants, research assistants, and graduat e
assistants fornmed the G aduate Enployees' O ganization (CGEO
to provide a voice for graduate enployees in enploynment
policies t hr ough uni on representation and collective

bar gai ni ng; and

WHEREAS, Graduate enployees at the University have
denonstrated overwhel mng support for union representation,
with 3,226 graduate enployees signing petitions in 1996
requesting the Illinois Educational Labor Relations Board to
conduct a union election and 64% of those voting in a
representation election conducted in 1997 by |ocal religious
| eaders voti ng for t he GEO as their bar gai ni ng

representative; and

WHEREAS, The Uni versity adm nistration refuses to
recognize the results of this el ecti on, refuses to
voluntarily recognize the GEOQ and has spent hundreds of
t housands of public tax dollars fighting a legally binding

election to allow graduate students to deci de whether they
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want uni on representation; and

WHEREAS, The Illinois Appellate Court and the Illinois
Suprene Court both affirnmed the right of graduate enpl oyees

to choose union representation; and

WHEREAS, Five years after filing a petition wth the
| abor board seeking the right to vote on whether they want
uni on representation, graduate enployees still have not had
an election and the University adm nistration continues to
engage in costly l|egal maneuvers designed to deny nost

graduat e enpl oyees this fundanental right; and

VWHEREAS, The GEO has exhausted all legal and diplomatic
channels to inprove their working conditions and secure union
recognition, and, as a result, graduate enpl oyees have voted

to withhold their labor fromthe University; and

VWHEREAS, A  work stoppage wll disrupt the normal
operations of the University and will have a negative i npact
on undergraduate and graduate students, faculty, and the

University as a whole; and

WHEREAS, Respecting the freedom to form a wunion is
essential to establishing a cooperative, nmutually benefici al
rel ati onship between the adm nistration of the University and

its graduate enpl oyees; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we urge the University of Illinois adm nistration and the
Board of Trustees to respect the right of graduate enployees

to organi ze and bargain collectively; and be it further

RESCLVED, That we urge the University adm nistration and
the Board of Trustees to renmain neutral and conply wth the
deci si on of their graduate enployees regarding union

representation and to refrain fromengaging in an activity,
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witten or verbal, designed to interfere with the free choice

to join a union; and be it further

RESCLVED, That we call upon the Board of Trustees and the
Graduate Enployees' Oganization to neet immediately and
reach agreenment on the terns of collective bargaining,
including, but not limted to, the paranmeters of a collective
bargaining unit and the scope of issues to be dealt with; and

be it further

RESCLVED, That we urge the University adm nistration, the
Board of Trustees, and the G aduate Enployees' O ganization
to bargain in good faith and in the best interests of
graduat e enpl oyees and the university as a whole; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be
delivered to t he Uni versity of I11inois Pr esi dent,
Chancel | or, and Board of Trustees and the G aduate Enpl oyees

Organi zat i on.
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