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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, | n Novenber 1998 voters in Consolidated High
School District 230 passed an $118 million bond referendum
one of the largest in Illinois history, to finance the

renovati on of three schools; and

VWHEREAS, The total cost of the renovation project is now

estimated at $131 mllion; and

VWHEREAS, The renovation project was originally schedul ed

to be conpleted in 2001; and

WHEREAS, The conpletion date has been postponed to late
in the year 2002; and

WHEREAS, In addition to substantial cost-overruns and
del ays, various questions have been raised concerning the
managenent of the project, including whet her on- goi ng
renovati ons pose a health risk to students, whether
rel ati onshi ps between nmenbers of the construction oversight
committee and the architectural firm overseeing the project
pose a conflict of interest, and whether bid specifications
have been narrowy drawn thereby limting conpetition and/or

I ncreasi ng costs; and

VWHEREAS, O her issues related to the mnagenent of
Consol i dated H gh School District 230 include ownership of a
school -related consulting firmby top officials of D strict
230 and the School Board's granting of a 37% pay hike and

addi tional benefits to the retiring Superintendent; and

VWHEREAS, These issues directly inpact the financial
health, educational environment and manageri al soundness of
Consol i dated Hi gh School District 230 now and for many years

to cone; and

VVHEREAS, The Illinois State Board of Education 1is
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responsible for general oversight of school issues in

[llinois; therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we urge the Illinois State Board of Education to conduct a
review of Consolidated H gh School District 230 wth regard
to the foll ow ng:

1. The <causes of <cost overruns and delays in the
renovation project, including the D strict's process for
selecting consultants, architects, general contractors, and
ot her pr of essi onal services and for drafting bi d
specifications for various goods and services;

2. \Whether the D strict's procurenent decisions are
adequat el y docunented and appear to have been conducted in an
efficient and inpartial manner;

3. The total projected cost to the District and the State
of the retirenent package, including pension upgrades and
credits and nedical coverage benefits, granting to the
District's retiring superintendent; and

4. \Wet her the ownership of a school-related consulting
firm by District officials conprom ses their services to the

District in any manner; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Illinois State Board of Education may
consult with the Capital Devel opnent Board, as needed, for
advi ce in school construction managenent issues related to

this resolution; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Illinois State Board of Education is
directed to report its findings to the General Assenbly by
December 31, 2001; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

presented to the Illinois State Board of Educati on.
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