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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Wth the closing of Northwestern IIlinois Dental
School, Illinois public universities have t he sol e
responsibility of educating the future dentists in Illinois;

and

WHEREAS, Dental education plays an inportant role in

devel oping this quality work force; and

WHEREAS, Dent al educati on has as one of its
responsibilities to graduate a conpetent oral health work
force, and in order to neet that responsibility, it requires
a faculty that is sufficient in nunbers and properly trained
to fulfill the programis m ssion of teaching, research, and

servi ce; and

WHEREAS, A physical plant is needed that will support an
appropriate nunber of faculty, staff, and students and nust
include the |latest technology in order to provide a proper
environment to educate its students and provide quality

services to its patients; and

WHEREAS, Dental education is experiencing an increase in
t he nunber of unfilled, funded clinical faculty positions; to
date, the Southern Illinois University School of Dentistry
has six funded clinical faculty vacancies and the University
of Illinois at Chicago currently has thirteen clinical

faculty vacancies; and

WHEREAS, Current data indicates that there are presently
more than 350 wunfilled positions throughout the country; a
| eading factor is the significant disparity between the
incone levels of the practicing dentist and the faculty of
the dental schools that exist; in order for the State of
II'linois to successfully conpete for the limted nunber of

persons seeking faculty positions, it is inperative that the
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State dental prograns close this financial gap to recruit and

retain faculty; and

WHEREAS, Technology for delivering quality oral health
care continues to change; dental education nust be on the
cutting edge in the wuse of technology in order to prepare
conpetent graduates and deliver quality care to all the
patients it serves; additionally, the physical resources nust
be constantly updated to match changes in the delivery of the
curriculum resources need to be identified to ensure an
appropriate level of funding for the equipnment replacenent

and facility renovations; and

VWHEREAS, Both Southern Illinois University and the
University of Illinois share a system of high quality
standards; Southern Illinois University ranks in the top
twenty percent of all dental schools, ranking as high as
nunber two in the nation; the University of Illinois also has
an excellent performance record with a pass rate on national
tests averaging above ninety percent and at one hundred

percent on one occasion; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we request the Illinois Board of H gher Education with the
consultation of Patrick J. Ferrillo, dean of the School of
Dentistry at Southern Illinois University, and Bruce S
Graham dean of the School of Dentistry at the University of

II'linois at Chicago, to enbark on a study that w |l address

the issues facing dental education in the State of |Illinois;
this study shall include wthout limtation the follow ng
ar eas:

1. Recruitnment and retention of qualified faculty for al
State oral health care prograns;

2. Current technology required for both the physical and
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equi pnent needs for all State prograns;

3. Ret enti on of Southern 1Illinois University and
University of Illinois at Chicago graduates in the State of
Il'linois; and

4. The role research should play in the m ssion of

I[llinois dental schools; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Board on Hi gher Education shall submt
its report on the study to the General Assenbly on or before

Cctober 1, 2001; and be it further

RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be
presented to the Governor of the State of Illinois, the Board
of Higher Education, to the H gher Education Commttee
menbers of the General Assenbly, to the President of Southern
II'linois University, and to the President of the University

of Illinois.
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