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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Cesar Estrada Chavez was born on March 31, 1927
on a small farmnear Yuma, Arizona; at an early age he began
his |life as a mgrant farner, after his father lost their
| and during the depression; the famly traveled across the
Sout hwest laboring in fields and vineyards; in the eighth
grade, young Cesar Chavez quit school to help support his

famly on a full-tinme basis; and

VWHEREAS, In 1945 Cesar Chavez joined the United States
Navy serving in the Pacific Theater at the end of Wrld Wr
Il1; he nmt his wfe, Helen Fabela, while working in the
Del ano vineyards and they were married in 1948, the famly
settled in the East San Jose barrio of Sal Si Puedes (get out

if you can); and

VWHEREAS, In 1952 Cesar Chavez net Fred Ross, an organi zer
for the Community Service O ganization (CSO; wthin several
mont hs, Cesar Chavez becane an or gani zer for CSO
coordinating voter registration drives, battling racial and
econom ¢ discrimnation against Chicano residents, and
organi zing new chapters of +the CSO across California and
Arizona; he went on to serve as national director of the CSO
in the late 1950's and early 1960's; after failing to
convince the CSOto commt to helping mgrant farmworkers in
organi zing, he quit his job and founded the National Farm

Wor kers Associ ati on (NFWA); and

VWHEREAS, The NFWA, with 1,200 nenber famlies, joined an
AFL- Cl O sponsored union in a strike against Del ano growers in
Septenber of 1965; in 1966 the two unions nmerged to form the
United Farm W rkers (UFW; in 1968 Cesar Chavez conducted a
25-day fast to reaffirmthe UFWs conm tnment to non-vi ol ence;
t he boycott against grape growers convinced them to sign

contracts with the UFWin 1970, but after renegotiations in
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1973, the growers signed contracts wth the Teansters,

causi ng a wal kout by 10,000 farmworkers in California; and

WHEREAS, Cesar Chavez called for a worldw de boycott; by
1975 a poll showed that 17 mllion Anericans supported the
boycott; the boycott forced growers to support the 1975
Agricultural Labor Relations Act; in 1982 George Deuknejian
was el ected Governor of California; under his |eadership the
farm |abor board ceased to enforce |aws and Cesar Chavez
called for another boycott in 1984; in 1988 he conducted a
36-day "Fast for Life" to protest the pesticide poisoning of

farm wor kers; and

VWHEREAS, In 1991 Cesar Chavez received the Aguila Azteca
(The Aztec Eagle), the highest award given by Mexico,

presented to people of Mexican heritage who have nade maj or

contributions outside of Mexico; on April 23, 1993, Cesar
Chavez passed away, W th nor e t han 40, 000 people
participating in his funeral; 1in 1994 he post hunousl y

received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from Presi dent
Bill dinton, becom ng the second Mexican-Anerican to receive

the award; and

WHEREAS, In 1994 the famly of Cesar Chavez and the
officers of the United Farm W rkers created the Cesar E
Chavez Foundation to "inspire current and future generations
by pronoting the ideals of Cesar Chavez's life"; therefore,

be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we declare March 31, 2001, and each March 31 thereafter, to
be Cesar Chavez Day in the State of Illinois in nmenory of
this great |eader of the United States farm workers novenent;

and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
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presented to a representative of the United Farm Workers

the famly of Cesar Chavez.

and
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