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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I1linois House of
Representatives are please to recognize mlestone events in

the lives of the citizens of the State of Illinois; and

WHEREAS, Brenen Hi gh School District 228 Superintendent,
Dr. JimRordan, is retiring this vyear after spending 31
years in District 228 and a total of 35 years in the

education field; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Riordan graduated with a Bachelor's Degree
from Loras College in 1966 and earned his Master's Degree
from DePaul University in 1969; he earned his Doctorate

Degree in Education from Loyola University in 1989; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Riordan began his career in 1966 as a socia
studies teacher and football coach at Mendel Catholic Hi gh
School in Chicago; in 1970, he began his tenure at Brenen
H gh School as a social studies teacher and as a football,
basketbal |, and golf coach; in 1971, he was noved to
admnistration as Dean of Students at Tinley Park H gh
School , where he coached football and was a summer school

t eacher; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Riordan returned to Brenen Hi gh School in
1972 for four years as the Assistant Principal; during his
time as Assistant Principal he worked to achieve positive
rel ati onshi ps between Brenen High School and the fire and
police departnents; he also instituted the practice of "good

calls" to parents as encouragenent for troubled students; and

VWHEREAS, In 1976, Dr. Ri ordan becane Associate Principal
at Hillcrest Hgh School, where he worked for three years
devel oping a "Wall of Honor" for athletes, an "Honor Rol
Board", and a "Departnent Senior Award"; it was at this tine

that he served as Activity Director on the Board of Contro
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for the South Inter-Conference Association (SICA); and

VWHEREAS, 1In 1979, Dr. R ordan becanme Associ ate Princi pal
at Cak Forest Hi gh School; during his seven year tenure
there, he was involved in many areas, including President of
SICA, and he participated in North Central evaluations at
Argo and Frenmd Hi gh Schools; he was a nenber of the District
Curriculum Review Committee, the District Testing Commttee,
t he District Gaduation Requirenment Commttee, and the
Sout hwest Special Education Cooperative Suspensi on and
Expul sion Conmittee; he also directed the summer school
program along with driver education and sunmer sports canps;

and

VWHEREAS, 1In 1986, Dr. Ri ordan was appoi nted as Princi pal
at Hillcrest H gh School; although he served for only one
year, he acconplished many things, including the conpletion
of a needs assessnment; he worked to increase parental
i nvol venent by initiating a Freshman Parent Oientation N ght
and individual Booster Cubs; he becane a nenber of the
Chanber of Commerce and hosted community neetings for the
Sout h Suburban Action Conference, the Hazel Crest Suburban
Human Relations Forum and the "Catch the South Suburban
Wave" group; Dr. Riordan was a "visible" admnistrator by
visiting classes, banquets, and helping to establish a
program called "Lunch with the Principal”, for the students;

and

VWHEREAS, In 1987, Dr. R ordan was appointed to the
position of Superintendent of Schools for District 228 by the
Board of Education; during his tenure he has worked to nake
i nprovenents in District 228 and was successful in renoving
the District fromthe State Watch List, developing a public
relations program reinstituting the District newsletter, and
establishing a Strategic Planning Program and a D strict

Educati on Foundati on; in 1995, under Dr . Ri ordan's
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| eadership, a referendum that wll allow D strict 228 to

remain "financially set" for many years was passed; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Riordan has served as Director for the South
Subur ban Col |l ege Adult Education Center, Chairman of the
Al ternative Education Conmttee, President of the Joint
Association of Adm nistrative and Supervisory Personnel, and
the Director O the Sumer School program at Brenen High
School; in addition, he is on the Board of Directors of the
II'linois H gh School District Organization and travels to
Springfield frequently to fight for fair funding for suburban

hi gh school s; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Riordan plans to continue and expand his
teaching at Governors State University in the Education
Adm nistration Program where he teaches courses such as
School Law and Community Relations; he hopes to publish

i nformati on about "what's good about public education"; and

WHEREAS, Dr. R ordan is |looking forward to spendi ng nore
time wwth his famly, who include his wfe, Kathy, his
children, Mchael, Dan, Meghan, and Brian, and his five
grandchildren, and his friends and working on his golf gane;
he also plans to spend tinme utilizing his social studies
t eacher background to visit nuseuns and to travel extensively

t hr oughout the Chi cago nei ghborhoods; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratul ate Dr. Jim Rordan for his service and
dedication to District 228 for the past 31 years; we w sh him
well in his retirenment and any future endeavors that cones

his way; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

presented to Dr. Jim R ordan as an expression of our esteem


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


