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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I1linois House of
Representatives are pleased to honor mlestones in the lives

of the citizens of the State of Illinois; and

WHEREAS, For the past 56 Christmas seasons, longtinme St.
Charl es resident, John Forni, has visited Chicago-area
nur si ng hones, retirement facilities, hospital s and
children's hones as Santa C aus, |ending an ear and soneti nes

a lap as a | abor of |ove; and

WHEREAS, It all started 56 years ago when John Forni
heard about a hospitalized young girl in the St. Charles
area; he rented a Santa suit visited her and found out that
she wanted a doll, so he went out and bought her a doll and

presented it to her; and

WHEREAS, For nore than five decades and several Santa
suits later, John Forni still dresses up as Santa each
hol i day season just to see the look in children's eyes as he

wal ks into a room and

WHEREAS, After his first appearance, John Forni noved
into his role as the Fox Valley's Santa wth gusto, taking

the initiative to tour hospitals on his own; and

VWHEREAS, John Forni previously worked as a voluntary
firefighter for the Geneva Fire Departnent, and t hat
eventually led to the annual gig as Santa for the fire

departnment in St. Charles nearly 30 years ago; and

VWHEREAS, Over the vyears portraying Santa Caus, John
Forni has worn out nearly five suits; on Cctober 28, 2000
fellow St. Charles Park District board nenber, dint Hull,
conducted a fund-raiser to raise noney to purchase a new suit
for Santa Cdaus; in all, the mgjority of the noney raised

went to buy John Forni a new suit, and the rest went to "Toys
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for Tots"; and

VWHEREAS, John Forni's portrayal of Santa C aus radiates
cheer; he |listens patiently and never nakes prom ses, a

policy that parents and others appreciate; and

WHEREAS, John Forni has prom sed that as |long as he has a
Santa suit, he will be Santa Claus for many generations to

cone; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratul ate John Forni for his dedicated 56 years of
portraying Santa Claus for the residents of St. Charles; and

be it further

RESCLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

presented to John Forni as an expression of our esteem
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