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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, All of Illinois is proud of the service to our

country provided by the 173rd Airborne Brigade; and

VWHEREAS, The G eatest chapter of the Brigade's history
began in 1963; the 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate) was
activated on the island of Ckinawa on March 26, 1963; the
"Sky Sol dier" as the nationalist Chinese paratroopers called
the 173rd, made thousands of training parachute junps in a
dozen different pacific area countries; the Brigade was the
first Arny unit sent to the republic of South Vietnamin My
1965; and

WHEREAS, In the conbat operations to foll ow, t he
paratroopers nmade their superb training payoff; in "War Zone
D' they destroyed eneny base canps, and they took part in
battles such as the iron triangle, Pleiku, and Kontum and
many ot hers; they conducted the only nmajor conbat parachute
j unp in the Tay Nnh Area and blocked North Vietnam
i ncursions during the bloodiest fighting of the war at "Dak
To" during the sumer and fall of 1967, culmnating in the
capture of "Hill 875"; elenents of the Brigade conducted an
anphi bi ous assault against North Vietnamand Viet Cong forces
as part of an operation to clear the rice grow ng | ow ands

al ong the "Bong Song" Littoral; and

WHEREAS, The Troopers of the 173rd Airborne Bri gade (SEP)
wear their conbat badges and decorations with pride; during
nmore than six years of nearly continuous conbat in Vietnam
the brigade earned 14 canpaign streanmers and four unit
citations, had 13 Medal of Honor wnners, had over 130
di stingui shed service crosses w nners, and was awarded over
6,000 purple hearts; and they conducted the only U S. conbat
parachute assault of the Vietnam War; sadly, over 1,534 nanes

of Sky Sol diers who perished are listed on the Vietnam Wir
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Menorial in Washington, D.C.; the Brigade was deactivated on

14 January 1972 at Fort Canpbel |, Kentucky; and

VWHEREAS, On June 9, 2000, the colors of the 173rd were
unfurled for the first tinme over Italian soil in Vicenza,
Italy; today the Brigade begins another chapter in its proud

hi story; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREIN, that we proudly proclaimthe week
of July 1, 2002 as "173rd Airborne Brigade Wek" in the State
of Illinois in honor of the gallant soldiers of the 173rd

Airborne Brigade; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the 173rd Airborne Brigade as an expression of

our esteem
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