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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The United States Congress has passed and the
President of the United States has signed into |law the
federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Public Law 107-110,
in an attenpt by the federal governnment to require states to
set high academc standards to further ensure outstanding

public school performance; and

VWHEREAS, Public Law 107-110 requires State conpliance and
al ignnment of State standards in regards to student testing to
nmeet the federal student-testing requirenents to qualify for

f ederal education dollars; and

WHEREAS, The State Board of Education is or wll be
required to submt inplementation plans to ensure conpliance

with Public Law 107-110 regardi ng student testing; and

VWHEREAS, The State Board of Education is or wll be
required to submt docunentation regarding the progress nade
to ensure conpl i ance W th Publ i c Law 107-110's

student-testing requirenents; and

VWHEREAS, The Ceneral Assenbly, working wth educators,
comunity groups, and private sector interests, has passed
into law many simlar student-testing requirenents over the
course of the past decade, which have been and are being

i npl enment ed throughout the State of Illinois; and

VWHEREAS, It is the intention of the General Assenbly to
align current State student testing prograns with Public Law
107-110 in ways that continue the progress being made to nake
II'linois'" good public schools even better and to do so in a
deli berate, thoughtful, and common-sense fashion respecting
the appropriate State roles and responsibilities and those of
| ocal school Dboards, adm ni strators, t eachers, schoo

enpl oyees, parents, and their respective |ocal partners;
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therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRING HEREIN, that all I11inois St andar ds
Achi everent Test and Prairie State Achievenent Exam nation
subject-area testing that exceeds Public Law 107-110's
requi renents be elimnated beginning with the 2002-03 school

year; and be it further

RESCLVED, That Illinois wll conply wth Public Law
107-110 by inplenenting, beginning with the 2002-03 school
year, testing of students in the subject areas of reading and
mat hematics once in grades 3-5, 6-9, and 10-12; and be it

further

RESCLVED, That Illinois wll conply wth Public Law
107- 110 in the 2005-06 school year when Public Law 107-110
i ncreases requirenents by requiring annual testing of reading
and mathematics in grades 3-8 and once in grades 10-12; and

be it further

RESCLVED, That Illinois wll conply wth Public Law
107-110 in the 2007-2008 school year when Public Law 107-110
i ncreases requirenments by requiring testing of science once

in grades 3-5, 6-9, and 10-12; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the State Assessnent System Policy and
| mpl ementation Task Force be imediately established to
devel op the procedures needed to inplenent an approved,
national |y recogni zed, referenced test that neets the
requi renents of Public Law 107-110 and to take any actions
necessary to ensure that the assessnent system including
tests, adm ni strati on, reporting, and pr of essi onal
devel opnent, is of high quality and educationally useful and

under st andabl e; and be it further
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RESOLVED, That the task force shall be conprised of 25
representatives as follows: one nenber of the Senate
appoi nted by the President of the Senate and one nenber of
the Senate appointed by the Mnority Leader of the Senate;
one nmenber of the House of Representatives appointed by the
Speaker of the House and one nenber of the House of

Representatives appointed by the Mnority Leader of the

House; 8 teachers, with 4 appointed by Illinois Education
Association and 4 appointed by the Illinois Federation of
Teachers; 6 persons appointed by the Illinois Statew de

School Managenent Alliance; 4 business representatives, with

one each appointed by the Illinois State Chanber of Conmmerce,
[l1inois Manuf act urer s’ Associ ati on, [l1inois Ret ai
Merchants Association, and |Illinois Business Roundtable; the

State Superintendent of Education or his or her designee; the
Deputy Governor of Wbrkforce and Educati on; and one professor
appoi nted by the Board of Hi gher Education and enployed in an

assessnent research position; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force shall select 2 nenbers to
serve as co-chairs at its initial neeting, shall neet at the
call of the chairs, and shall have duties that include
conducting a series of public hearings during the sunmer and
fall of 2002 for the purpose of wunderstanding the student

testing required by Public Law 107-110; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the task force shall submt an initial
report on its findings and recomendations to the GCeneral
Assenbly on Decenber 15, 2002, wth a final report and
recommendations submtted to the General Assenbly on March
15, 2003; and that wupon filing its final report the task

force is dissolved; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the tinelines for inplenentation of Public
Law 107-110 and policy options to be determ ned by the State

Board of Education in neeting the requirenents of Public Law
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107- 110 shall cone before the General Assenbly by My 14,
2002; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education, being a
regul atory body ultimtely accountable to the citizens of
II'linois through the el ected nenbers of the General Assenbly,
shal | not adopt any rules pertaining to the inplenentation of
Public Law 107-110 prior to the final report of the task

force; and be it further

RESCLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be
delivered to the State Superintendent of Education, the
President of the Senate, the Mnority Leader of the Senate,
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Mnority

Leader of the House of Representatives, the Governor, the

II'linois Education Association, the Illinois Federation of
Teachers, the Illinois Principals Association, the |Illinois
Associ ation of School Adm ni strators, t he I11inois
Association of School Business Oficials, the I11inois
Association of School Boards, the Illinois State Chanber of
Commerce, the |Illinois Manufacturers' Associ ati on, t he
IIlinois Retail Merchants Association, the Illinois Business

Roundt abl e, and the Board of Hi gher Educati on.
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