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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, All Anericans are united in condemming, 1in the
strongest possible terns, the terrorists and their sponsors
who pl anned, supported, and carried out the attacks against
the United States on Septenber 11, 2001, and in pursuing al
t hose responsible for the attacks until they are brought to

justice; and

VWHEREAS, Sikh-Anmericans form a vibrant, peaceful, and

| aw abi ding part of Anmerica's people; and

WHEREAS, Approxi mately 500,000 Sikhs reside in the United

States and are a vital part of the Nation; and

VWHEREAS, Si kh-Anericans stand resolutely in support of
our Governnent's commtnent to bring the terrorists and the

peopl e who harbor themto justice; and

WHEREAS, The Sikh faith is a distinct religion with a
distinct religious and ethnic identity that has its own
pl aces of worship and a distinct holy text and religious

tenets; and

VWHEREAS, Many Si kh- Anericans, who are easily recogni zabl e
by their turbans and beards, which are required articles of
their faith, have suffered both verbal and physical assaults
as a result of msguided anger toward Arab-Arericans and
Muslim Arericans in the wake of the Septenber 11, 2001

terrorist attack; and

VHEREAS, Sikh-Americans, as do all Anmericans, condem

acts of hate and prejudi ce agai nst any Anerican; and

VWHEREAS, The State of Illinois is seriously concerned by
the nunber of hate crinmes against Sikh-Anericans and ot her
Anericans across the Nation that have been reported in the

wake of the tragic events of Septenber 11, 2001; therefore,
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be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREI'N, that we declare, in the quest to
identify, locate, and bring to justice the perpetrators and
sponsors of the terrorists attacks on the United States on
Septenber 11, 2001, that the civil rights and civil liberties
of al | Anericans, including Sikh-Anrericans, should be

protected; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we condemm bigotry and any other act of
violence or discrimnation against any Anericans, including

Si kh- Aneri cans; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we <call wupon |ocal and Federal |aw
enforcenment authorities to work in the prevention of hate
crimes against all Americans, including Sikh-Anmericans; and

be it further

RESOLVED, That we <call wupon |l|ocal and Federal |aw
enforcenent authorities to prosecute to the fullest extent of

the law all those who commt hate crinmes; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the Governor of the State of Illinois and to

each nenber of the Illinois congressional del egation.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


