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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The Ceneral Assenbly supports a single system of

early intervention services; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly further supports t he
sentinments set forth wunder the Federal Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act Part C, which established federal
financial assistance for states to develop and inplenent a
statew de, conprehensive, coordinated, mul tidi sciplinary,
i nteragency systemthat provides early intervention services
to enhance the developnent of infants and toddlers wth
disabilities and to mnimze their potential for a

devel opnment al del ay; and

WHEREAS, Child devel opnent research has established that
the rate of human | earning and devel opnent is nost rapid in

t he preschool years; and

VWHEREAS, Research has al so shown that early intervention
results in a child requiring fewer special education and
other habilitative services later inlife, and also reduces

the possibility of the child being held back in school; and

WHEREAS, In addition to enhancing the personal grow h,
health, and opportunity of a <child, Early Intervention
provides a long-termcost-savings of $5 to $7 in special
education costs for every $1 spent on early intervention

services per child; and

WHEREAS, The benefits of these services have recently
been jeopardized in Illinois by wunanticipated growh in
enrol | ment, which has subsequently produced a shortfall in

funds for the program and

WHEREAS, The |legislature recognizes that in order to
mai ntain early intervention services for all eligible infants

and toddl ers, and thus, continue to reap the full long-term
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benefits these services provide, both for the child and the
State, the Departnment of Human Services nust have a dedi cated
source of support from nenbers of the General Assenbly;

therefore be it

RESCLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRING HEREIN, that the CGeneral Assenbly shal
convene and admi nister a |egislative Advisory Commttee for

the Early Intervention Program and be it further

RESOLVED, The Early Intervention Legislative Advisory
Comm ttee shall be responsible for providing support and
guidance to the managing body of the Early Intervention
programw thin the Departnent of Human Services and shall be
further responsible for the foll ow ng:

(1) Serving as the body to which the Departnent of
Human Services reports on the progress of inplenenting
cost - cont ai nnment strategies and the status of the
pr ogr am

(2) Mnitoring the ongoi ng i npl enment ati on of
recommended cost-contai nment strategies;

(3) Assessing any per si st ent progranmatic
weaknesses and assisting the Departnent in addressing
t hose weaknesses;

(4) Monitoring t he Departnent's efforts in
utilizing all resources necessary to bring the Early
Intervention Program back under fiscal control wthout
jeopardizing services to all eligible i nfants and
t oddl ers; and

(5) Maintaining ongoi ng communication wth the
Bureau of the Budget and the Ofice of the Governor

regarding the status of the program and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Commttee shall consist of a bicaneral

and bipartisan nenbership totaling 8 nenbers, wth two
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| egi sl ative mnenbers appointed by each Majority and Mnority
Leader in the House and Senate, and shall also consist of a
representative fromeach of the follow ng: the Departnent of
Human Servi ces, the Departnent of |Insurance, the Departnent
of Public Ad, and the University of Illinois at Chicago

Di vision of Specialized Care for Children; and be it further

RESCLVED, The Departnment of Human Services shall be
responsi bl e for reporting to the Early Intervention
Legi slative Advisory Commttee at |east once a nmont h
regarding the follow ng information:

(1) Nunber of chil dren enroll ed in Early
| nt erventi on;

(2) Nunber of children covered by Medicaid/Kidcare
and the nunber of children who may be eligible for
Medi cai d/ Ki dcar e;

(3) Nunber of chil dren covered by private
I nsur ance;

(4) Breakdown of enrollnment by diagnosis (including
the nunber of <children with a specific devel opnental
di sability diagnosis);

(5) CFC provider capacity, casel oad, and any
casel oad backl og;

(6) Status of billing for private i nsur ance,
i ncludi ng insurance billing training procedures;

(7) CFC funding breakdown;

(8 Status of the data managenent systemand its
capacity to detect variances in the system (such as the
nunber of services received and nunber of hours billed
for services);

(9) Status of the IFSP process wunder the service
gui delines, including any concerns that nmay have been
voi ced regarding the process and how the Departnment 1is
addr essi ng those concerns;

(10) Status of the |IMDN quality assurance review
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process, including any concerns that may have been voi ced
by either parents or providers and how they Departnment
may be addressing those concerns;

(11) Status of the developnent of a long-term
strategic plan for the Early Intervention Programwth
programmati ¢ and out conmes-based goals; and

(12) Any additional i nformation request ed by
menbers of the Legislative Advisory Committee; and be it

further

RESCLVED, The Departnent of Human Services shall be
responsible for submtting an official interimreport in
Novenber 2001 and a final report in June 2002 to the Early
I ntervention Legislative Advisory Commttee, which nust
i nclude, but not be [imted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) Data analysis based on data provided in the
nmont hly update reports;

(2) Enrollment and cost projections for FYO3 (with
rough estimates included in the Novenber report and final
estimates to be included in the June report);

(3) Conparisons of regional infornmation/performnce
(downst ate vs. Chicago-area);

(4) Analysis and achi evenent status of goals, as
outlined under the Departnent's Early Intervention
| ong-term strategic plan;

(5 Ildentification of any progranmmatic weaknesses,
including strategies the Departnent 1is considering to
address these weaknesses; and

(6) Any additional information requested by nenbers

of the Legislative Advisory Commttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That suitable copies of this Resolution shal
be provided to the Secretary of Hunman Services and the
Associ ate Secretary in charge of the Early Intervention

Pr ogr am
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