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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The Ceneral Assenbly supports a wonen's health
platform that recognizes the inportance of health care and
treatnent of wonmen and calls for the elimnation of any
inequities that would inpair the health status of wonmen in

[Ilinois; and

VWHEREAS, Illinois can increase its support for wonen's
health and can nmake a significant difference in inproving the

status of wonen's health; and

WHEREAS, Wonen are different netabolically, hornonally,
and physiologically fromnen and have different patterns of
health and di sease and sone di seases are nore common i n wonen

than in nen; and

WHEREAS, Wonen are nore likely to suffer fromchronic
di seases, nore than one in 5 wnen have sone form of
cardi ovascular disease and one in 2 wonen wll have an

osteoporosis-related fracture in their lifetinmes; and

VWHEREAS, Wnen are 3 tinmes nore |likely than nen to
develop rheumatoid arthritis and 2 to 3 tinmes nore likely

than nen to suffer from depression; and

VWHEREAS, Wnen are referred for diagnostic tests |ess
frequently than nmen and are |l ess frequently treated for heart

di sease than nen; and

WHEREAS, Wonen who snoke are 20 to 70 percent nore likely
to develop lung cancer than nen and are 10 tinmes nore |ikely

to contact HV during unprotected sex than nen; and

VWHEREAS, Wbnen out nunber nmen by 3 to 1 in long-term care

facilities; and

WHEREAS, Wonen are nuch nore likely to provide health
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care to famly nmenbers and nake health care decisions and

spend 2 of every 3 health care dollars; and

VHEREAS, There 1is abundant evidence that wonen are

under-treated conpared to nen; and

VHEREAS, There 1is abundant evidence that wonen are

under-represented in wonen's health studies; and

VWHEREAS, Although there has been sone national attention
on wonen's health care issues and sone |egislative activity
by the Congress on access issues, there remains little change
in vitally inportant preventive care and treatnent issues;

and

WHEREAS, In a recent survey of voters, alnost 80% of
wonen and 60% of nmen favored a wonen's health care platform
t hat supports relevant care, relevant research, and relevant

education for wonen; and

VWHEREAS, 9 out of 10 nen and wonen agree that wonmen have
the right to access to quality treatment and access to the
| at est t echnol ogi es and appropriate diagnostic tests;

therefore, be it

RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREIN, that the General Assenbly urges
that every State agency and State-chartered institution of
learning or recipient of State grants or funding take
appropriate action to achieve i nproved and equal access for
wonen to quality health care, including: providing wonen with
equal access to quality heal t h care, i ncl udi ng
state-of -the-art nedi cal advances and technol ogy; i ncreasing
the nunber of wonmen covered by conprehensive health care
i nsurance including primary and preventive health care, for

all  wonmen; preventing serious health problens by tinely
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di agnosis and treatnent prograns; pronoting strategies to
I ncrease pati ent access to recommended diagnostic and
screening tests, preventive health reginens, and recomended
treatnents; encouragi ng uni npeded access to wonen's specialty
heal t h providers; <creating and pronoting public/private
partnerships to create prograns designed to inprove the scope
and quality of wonen's health care; inproving conmunications
between providers and patients; the continued expansi on of
participation by wonen in clinical trials; the increase in
government and private research on wonen's health issues and
the differences between nmen and wonen and how they i npact
quality health care; the conduct of nore health outcones
research to denonstrate the value of wonen's health care
interventions and preventative health nmeasures in both the
long termand the short term the expansion of nedical and
nursing school curricula in the area of wonen's health,
i ncl udi ng gender bi ol ogy educati on; public educati on
canpaigns to increase wonen's awareness about their unique
health risks, howto negotiate the conplexities of today's
health care system and obtain the best care avail able; the
conduct of public health canpaigns via State and |ocal
departnments of public health with private sector partners to
focus on key wonen's health issues; the initiatives of the
IIlinois Departnment of Public Health, Ofice of Wnen's
Health to rai se awareness of wonen's special health care
needs, and the advocacy of those issues; the devel opnent and
dissem nation of publicly available information on t he
quality of health care and health outcones that inprove
wonen's abilities to choose the best wonen's health care
pl an; and the expansion of State screening prograns targeted
at |l ower-income wonen to include a full range of known risk

factors; and be it further

RESCLVED, That we comend the organization Wnen in

Government for its |leadership and enterprise in bringing to
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II'linois the appropriate urgency of need and nmeani ngful steps
that can be taken to attain the inproved and equal access for
wonen to quality health care, technol ogies, and treatnents;
education of researchers about gender differences; and
uni npeded access to wonen's health providers; and be it

further

RESCLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be

delivered to the Executive Director of Wonen in Gover nnent.
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