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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

WHEREAS, At approximately 8:15 p.m Eastern Standard
Time, Saturday, March 31, 2001, in international waters, a
United States Navy EP-3 maritinme patrol aircraft on a routine
surveill ance m ssion over the South China Sea was intercepted

by two People's Republic of China fighter aircraft; and

WHEREAS, There was contact between one of the Chinese
aircraft and the EP-3, causing sufficient danage for the
United States plane to issue a "Mayday" signal and divert to

an airfield on Hainan |Island, People's Republic of China; and

WHEREAS, The plane's crew of 24 United States service
menbers is being detained i ncomuni cado by the governnment of

t he People's Republic of China; and

VWHEREAS, Seanan Jereny Crandall of Poplar Gove, Illinois
and Marine Corps Sgt. Mtchell Pray of Geneseo, Illinois are
anong the 24 crew nenbers detained by the People's Republic

of China; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREIN, that the citizens of the State of
I1linois represented by the General Assenbly strongly urge
the Governnent of the People's Republic of China to respect
the well-being and safety of the crew in accordance wth

international practices; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the People's Republic of China expedite
the imediate return of Seaman Jereny Crandall and Marine
Corps Sgt. Mtchell Pray along with the 22 additional United

States service nen and wonen; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
delivered to the famlies of Seaman Jereny Crandall and

Marine Corps. Sgt. Mtchell Pray; and be it further
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RESOLVED, That a suitable

del i ver ed

Pr esi dent .

to

t he

Honor abl e
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copy of this resolution be

George W Bush, United States
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