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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The Rai | r oad Ret i rement and Survivors
| mprovenent Act of 2000 was approved in a bipartisan effort
by 391 nenbers of the United States House of Representatives
in the 106th Congress, including 19 of the 20 Illinois

menbers of the United States House of Representatives; and

VWHEREAS, Mre than 80 United States Senators, including
both 1llinois Senator Richard Durbin and Illinois Senator
Peter Fitzgerald, signed Iletters of support for this

| egi slation in 2000; and

VWHEREAS, The bill, now before the 107th Congress,

noderni zes the railroad retirenment system for its 748,000

beneficiaries nati onw de, i ncl udi ng nearly 50,000 in
Il'linois; and
WHEREAS, Railroad managenent , | abor, and retiree

organi zati ons have agreed to support this legislation; and

WHEREAS, This legislation provides tax relief to freight

rail roads, Antrak, and comuter |ines; and

WHEREAS, This |egislation provides benefit inprovenents
for surviving spouses of rail workers who currently suffer

deep cuts in incone when the rail retiree dies; and

VWHEREAS, No outside contributions from taxpayers are
needed to i npl enent the changes <called for in this

| egi sl ation; and

WHEREAS, Al changes will be paid for from wthin the
railroad i ndustry, i ncl udi ng a full share by active

enpl oyees; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREI' N, that the General Assenbly urges the
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United States Congress to support the Railroad Retirenent and
Survivors Inprovenent Act in the 107th Congress; and be it

further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be delivered to
the President of the United States, the President of the
United States Senate, the Speaker of the United States House
of Representatives, and all nenbers of t he I1linois

congressi onal del egati on.
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