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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON
CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENT

WHEREAS, The N nety-second Congress of the United States
of America, at its Second Session, in both houses, by a
constitutional majority of two-thirds, adopted the foll ow ng
proposition to anend the Constitution of the United States of

Ameri ca:

"JO NT RESOLUTI ON

RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES AND SENATE OF
THE UNI TED STATES OF AVERI CA I N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED
(TWO- THIRDS OF EACH HOUSE CONCURRING THEREIN), That the
foll ow ng article is proposed as an anendnent to the
Constitution of the United States, which shall be wvalid to
all intents and purposes as a part of the Constitution when
ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several
States w thin seven years fromthe date of its subm ssion by
t he Congress:

Section 1. Equality of rights wunder law shall not be
denied or abridged by the United States or any State on
account of sex.

Section 2. The Congress shall have the power to enforce
by appropriate legislation the provisions of this article.

Section 3. This Amendnent shall take effect two years

after the date of ratification.""; and

WHEREAS, A Joint Resolution is a resolution adopted by
both houses of the General Assenbly and does not require the
signature of the Governor; a Joint Resolution is sufficient
for Illinois' ratification of an anendnent to the United

States Constitution; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Congress has recently adopted

the 27th Anendnent to the Constitution of the United States,
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the so-called Madi son Anendnent, relating to Conpensation of
Menmbers of Congress; this anendment was proposed 203 years
earlier by our First Congress and only recently ratified by
three-fourths of the States; the United States Archivist

certified the 27th Anendnent on May 18, 1992; and

WHEREAS, The founders of our nation, Janmes Madison
i ncluded, did not favor further restrictions to Article V of
t he Constitution of the United States, the anending
procedure; the United States Constitution is harder to anend

than any other constitution in history; and

VWHEREAS, The restricting tinme limt for the Equal Rights
Amendnent ratification is in the resolving clause and is not
a part of the anendnent proposed by Congress and al ready

ratified by 35 states; and

VWHEREAS, Having passed a tine extension for the Equal
Ri ghts Amendnent on Cct ober 20, 1978, Congress has
denonstrated that a tinme limt in a resolving clause can be
disregarded if it 1is not a part of the proposed anendnent;

and

WHEREAS, The United States Supreme Court in Colenman v.

MIller, 307 U S. 433, at 456 (1939), recogni zed that Congress
is in aunique position to judge the tenor of the nation, to
be aware of the political, social, and economc factors
affecting the nation, and to be aware of the inportance to

the nation of the proposed anendnent; and

WHEREAS, |f an anendnent to the Constitution of the
United States has been proposed by two-thirds of both houses
of Congress and ratified by three-fourths of +the state
|l egislatures, it is for Congress wunder the principles of

Coleman v. Mller to determne the wvalidity of +the state

ratifications occurring after atine limt in the resolving

cl ause, but not in the amendnent itself; and
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WHEREAS, Constitutional equality for wonen and men
continues to be tinely inthe United States and worl dw de,
and a nunber of other nations have achieved constitutional

equality for their wonen and nen; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREI'N, that the proposed anmendnent to the
Constitution of the United States of Anmerica set forth in

this resolution is ratified; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a certified copy of this resolution be
forwarded to the Archivist of the United States, t he
Adm ni strator of General Services of the United States, the
President pro tenpore of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives of the Congress of the United
States, and each nenber of the |Illinois congr essi onal

del egati on.
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