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AN ACT concerni ng public health.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act my be cited as the

Di sease and Synptom Conpl ex Surveillance and Reporting Act.

Section 5. Legislative findings and purpose.

(a) The Ceneral Assenbly finds that: (i) protection of
the public health and welfare of the citizens of Illinois
requires imredi ate access by State governnment to information
regardi ng out breaks of disease synptons and other nedical
synptom conplexes; (ii) although systens exist within State
governnment to access and naintain databases as to certain
medi cal synptons, these existing systens are not designed to
furnish the imediately available i nt egrated st at ew de
surveillance and data access needed to pronptly address
unusual occurrences of disease synptonms and other nedical
synptom conplexes; (iiti) it 1s the obligation of State
governnent to protect the citizens of the State of Illinois
by devel oping such an i medi ately accessi bl e, conprehensive,
and integrated data surveillance and collection system
regarding outbreaks of disease synptons and ot her nedi cal
synpt om conpl exes.

(b) The purpose of this Act is to establish a
conprehensive, integrated statewide data surveillance and
coll ection system through electronic and other appropriate
means, that contains imedi ately accessi bl e, conprehensive,
and integrated data regarding disease synptons and other
medi cal synptom conpl exes; provided, however, that such
system shall contain stringent confidentiality and privacy

protections for individually identifiable health information.
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Section 10. Definitions. For purposes of this Act, unless
t he context requires otherw se:

"Communi cabl e D seases Code" neans the 1llinois Contro
of Communi cabl e D seases Code.

"Department” neans the |Illinois Departnment of Public
Heal t h.

"Director"” nmeans the Director of Public Health.

"Di sease synptons" neans nedi cal synptons of conmuni cabl e

or non-conmuni cabl e di seases, and, for pur poses of
communi cabl e diseases, includes wthout Ilimtation those
di seases reportabl e under t he I1linois Cont r ol of

Communi cabl e Di seases Code.

"I'ndi vidual |y identifiable health information" neans
information collected pursuant to this Act that relates to
the past, present, or future physical or nental health or
condition of an individual or that relates to the provision
of health care to an individual, such that the information
identifies the individual or there is reasonable basis to
bel i eve t he information can be wused to identify the
i ndi vi dual .

"Medi cal synptom conplex" nmeans synptons or synptom
clusters for other than disease, including without Iimtation
those required to be reported under the Illinois Health and

Hazar dous Substances Registry Act.

Section 15. Data system The Departnment, in order to
prevent and control disease, injury, or disability anong
citizens of the State of Illinois, shall establish a
statewi de systemof uninterrupted access to surveillance,
i nt er operabl e net wor ks, informati on exchange, and data
protocols, a conprehensive system of reporting to State
government, and imrediate access to nedical data, treatnent
guidelines and health alerts, for disease synptons and

medi cal synptom conpl exes. This system shall use electronic
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and other appropriate neans of comrunication. Individually
identifiable health information accessed through this system
shall be subject to, and protected by, the confidentiality

and privacy provisions set forth in Section 30.

Section 20. Enmergency nedical investigations. Wen the
Director determnes that norbidity or nortality from a
particular set of disease synptons or a nedical synptom
conplex warrants study to protect and control disease,
injury, or disability among citizens of the State of
IIlinois, the Director nay declare the di sease synptons or
medi cal synptom conplex to be the subject of an energency
medi cal investigation, and require the persons and entities
identified in Section 25 to submt or nake available such
information, nedical records, data, and reports as are
necessary for the purpose of the study. Individually
identifiable health information furnished pursuant to this
Section shal | be subject to, and protected by, the
confidentiality and privacy protections set forth in Section
30. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to conpel any
individual to submt to a nedical examnation or nedical

supervi si on

Section 25. Required participation. The foll ow ng persons
and entities nust participate in the surveillance and
reporting systemdescribed in Section 15 and the energency
medi cal investigations described in Section 20, in accordance
with the provisions of this Act and the rul es promul gated by
t he Departnent:

(1) Physicians and physician group practices.

(2) Nurses.

(3) Nurse aides.

(4) Dentists.

(5 Health care practitioners.
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(6) Hospitals and hospital personnel.

(7) Health insurance entities.

(8) Laboratories and | aboratory personnel.

(9) Long-termcare facilities and personnel.

(10) Community health centers, rural health clinics, and
public health clinics.

(11) Local health departnents.

(12) State-operated health facilities.

(13) School personnel.

(14) Day care personnel.

(15) Pharnmaci es and pharnmacy personnel.

(16) Coroners and nedi cal exam ners.

(17) Energency nedical technicians and other first

responders.

Section 30. Confidentiality of information obtained. A
reports made pursuant to the provisions of this Act shall be
strictly confidential, i ncl udi ng the identity of the
i ndi vidual who is the subject of the report and the identity
of the author of such report, and shall be used only for
public health purposes. The Departnent shall not rel ease any
data or information obtained pursuant to this Act to any
individuals or entities for purposes other than protection of
the public health, unless the data or information can be
de-identified such that there is no reasonable basis to
believe the data or information that is released could be
used to identify an individual through such neans as
automated record linking technology, data analysis and
exchange, or any other simlar nethods. The Departnent shal
by rule or regulation establish standards or guidelines for
ensuring the protection of information nade confidential or
privileged under |law. The privacy protections enunerated in
this Section and the rules promul gated thereunder shall be in

addi tion to the privacy and confidentiality provisions
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contained in the Comruni cabl e Di sease Report Act, the Control
of Communi cabl e Di seases Code, and the 1llinois Health and

Hazar dous Substances Registry Act.

Section 35. Admssibility as evidence. |Individually
identifiable health information obtained by the Departnent
pursuant to the provisions of this Act and the regul ations
promul gated wunder this Act shall not be admssible as
evi dence, nor discoverable in any action of any kind in any
court or Dbefore any tribunal, board, agency, or person. The
identity of the individual or entity who makes a report to
t he Departnent pursuant to this Act shall be confidential and
shall not be adm ssible as evidence, nor discoverable in any
action of any kind in any court or before any tribunal,
boar d, agency, or person. The disclosure of any such
informati on or data, whether proper or inproper, shall not
wai ve or have any effect upon its confidentiality,
nondi scoverability, or nonadmssibility. The inadmssibility
of information as evidence as described by this Section shal
be in addition to the simlar inadmssibility provisions
contained in the Communi cabl e Di sease Report Act, the Control
of Communi cabl e D seases Code, and the 1Illinois Health and

Hazar dous Substances Registry Act.

Section 40. Promulgation of rules. The Departnent shal
adopt any rul es necessary to ensure proper inplenentation and
admnistration of +this Act. Those rules shall i ncl ude
provisions for the inposition of fines and other appropriate

civil renedies upon violation of this Act or the rules.

Section 45. Act takes precedence. In case of any conflict
between the provisions of this Act and any other |[aw,
executive order, or admnistrative regulation, the provisions

of this Act shall prevail and control
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Section 50. Penalties. Any person who violates this Act
shall be guilty of a Cass A m sdeneanor and shall be fined a
sum not | ess than $1, 000 per violation. Each day's violation
constitutes a separate offense. The State's Attorney of the
county in which the violation occurred, or the Attorney
General, shall bring such actions in the nane of the People
of the State of Illinois, and my, in addition to other
remedi es provided in this Act, bring action for an injunction
to restrain such violation. Any person who violates any rule
or regul ation adopted by the Departnent, or who violates any
determ nation or order of the Departnent thereunder, shall be
subject to fines of up to $10,000 per violation and ot her
appropriate civil penalties as determ ned by the Departnent

t hrough i ssuance of rules.

Section 55. Limted liability. The persons and entities

listed in items (1) through (17) of Section 25, who in good

faith report i nformation described in Section 15 or
participate in an enmergency nedical investigation described
in Section 5, shall be immune from civil Iliability in

connection wth such reporting or participation. The identity
of any individual who makes a report or who is identified in
a report shall be confidential and the identity of any person
making a report or naned therein shall not be disclosed
publicly or in any action of any kind in any court or before
any tribunal, board, or agency. Nothing in this Act shal

exonerate the persons and entities listed in itens (1)
through (17) of Section 20 fromliability for injury caused

by willful or wanton m sconduct.

Section 60. Severability. If any provision or clause of
this Act or the application thereof to any person or
circunstances is held invalid, such invalidity shall not

af fect other provisions or applications of the Act which can
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be given effect without the invalid provision or application,
and to this end the provisions of this Act are declared to be

sever abl e.

Section 65. Exclusive jurisdiction. It is declared to be
the law of this State that the regul ati on of di sease synptons
and synptom conpl exes as described in this Act is an exercise
of exclusive State power which my not be exerci sed
concurrently by any unit of |ocal governnent, including hone

rule units.

Section 920. The State Mandates Act is anended by addi ng

Section 8.26 as foll ows:

(30 ILCS 805/8.26 new)

Sec. 8.26. Exenpt nmandate. Notwi t hstanding Sections 6

and 8 of this Act, no reinbursement by the State is required

for the inplenentation of any nandate created by this

anendatory Act of the 92nd General Assenbly.

Section 999. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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