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AN ACT concerni ng senior health assistance.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Act on the Aging is amended by

changi ng Section 4.01 as foll ows:

(20 ILCS 105/4.01) (from Ch. 23, par. 6104.01)

Sec. 4.01. Additional powers and duties of t he
Depart nent. In addition to powers and duties otherw se
provided by law, the Departnent shall have the follow ng
powers and duti es:

(1) To evaluate all prograns, services, and facilities
for the aged and for mnority senior citizens wthin the
State and determne the extent to which present public or
private prograns, services and facilities neet the needs of
t he aged.

(2) To coordinate and evaluate all prograns, services,
and facilities for the Aging and for mnority senior citizens
presently furnished by State agencies and nmake appropriate
recommendat i ons regar di ng such services, progranms and
facilities to the Governor and/or the General Assenbly.

(3) To function as the sole State agency to develop a
conprehensive plan to neet the needs of the State's senior
citizens and the State's mnority senior citizens.

(4) To receive and disburse State and federal funds made
available directly to the Departnent including those funds
made available wunder the O der Anmericans Act and the Senior
Communi ty Service Enploynment Program for providing services
for senior citizens and mmnority senior citizens or for
purposes related thereto, and shall develop and adm nister
any State Plan for the Aging required by federal |aw

(5 To solicit, accept, hold, and adm nister in behalf
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of the State any grants or |egacies of noney, securities, or
property to the State of Illinois for services to senior
citizens and mnority senior «citizens or purposes related
t hereto.

(6) To provi de consul tation and assi st ance to
communities, area agencies on aging, and groups devel oping
| ocal services for senior citizens and mnority senior
citizens.

(7) To pr onot e comuni ty education regarding the
probl ens of senior <citizens and mnority senior citizens
through institutes, publications, radio, television and the
| ocal press.

(8) To cooperate with agencies of the federal governnment
in studies and conferences designed to exam ne the needs of
senior citizens and mnority senior citizens and to prepare
prograns and facilities to neet those needs.

(9) To establish and maintain information and referral
sources throughout the State when not provided by other
agenci es.

(10) To provide the staff support as may reasonably be
required by the Council and the Coordinating Conmttee of
State Agencies Serving O der Persons.

(11) To nmake and enforce rules and regul ati ons necessary
and proper to the performance of its duties.

(12) To establish and fund prograns or projects or
experi nment al facilities that are specially designed as
alternatives to institutional care.

(13) To develop a training program to train t he
counselors presently enployed by the Departnent's aging
network to provide Medicare beneficiaries with counseling and
advocacy in Medicare, private health insurance, and rel ated
health care coverage plans. The Departnment shall report to
the General Assenbly on the inplenmentation of the training

program on or before Decenber 1, 1986
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(14) To make a grant to an institution of higher
learning to study the feasibility of establishing and
inplenmenting an affirmative action enploynent plan for the
recruitnment, hiring, training and retraining of persons 60 or
nore years old for jobs for which their enploynent would not
be precluded by | aw

(15) To present one award annually in each of the
categories of community service, education, the performance
and graphic arts, and the | abor force to outstanding Illinois
senior citizens and mnority senior citizens in recognition
of their individual <contributions to ei t her communi ty
service, education, the performance and graphic arts, or the
| abor force. The awards shall be presented to four senior
citizens and mnority senior citizens selected froma list of
44 nom nees conpil ed annually by the Departnent. Nom nations
shall be solicited fromsenior citizens' service providers,
area agencies on aging, senior citizens' centers, and senior
citizens' organizations. The Departnent shall consult with
the Coordinating Commttee of State Agencies Serving d der

Persons to determne which of the nom nees shall be the

recipient in each category of comunity service. The
Departnent shall establish a <central |ocation within the
State to be designated as the Senior Illinoisans Hall of Fane

for the public display of all the annual awards, or replicas
t her eof .

(16) To establish multipurpose senior centers through
area agencies on aging and to fund those new and existing
mul ti purpose senior centers through area agenci es on aging,
t he establishnment and funding to begin in such areas of the
State as the Departnent shall designate by rule and as
specifically appropriated funds becone avail abl e.

(17) To develop the content and f or mat of t he
acknow edgnent regardi ng non-recourse reverse nortgage | oans

under Section 6.1 of the Illinois Banking Act; to provide
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i ndependent consuner information on reverse nortgages and
alternatives; and to refer consuners to i ndependent
counseling services with expertise in reverse nortgages.

(18) To develop a panphlet in English and Spani sh which
may be used by physicians licensed to practice nedicine in
all of its branches pursuant to the Medical Practice Act of
1987, pharmacists |icensed pursuant to the Pharmacy Practice
Act of 1987, and Illinois residents 65 years of age or ol der
for the purpose of assisting physicians, pharmacists, and
patients in nonitoring prescriptions provided by various
physi cians and to aid persons 65 years of age or older in
conplying wth directions for proper use of pharnmaceuti cal
prescriptions. The panphlet may provi de space for recording
information including but not limted to the foll ow ng:

(a) nane and tel ephone nunber of the patient;

(b) nanme and telephone nunber of the prescribing
physi ci an;

(c) date of prescription

(d) nane of drug prescribed;

(e) directions for patient conpliance; and

(f) nanme and telephone nunber of di spensi ng
phar macy.

In devel opi ng the panphl et, the Departnent shall consult

with the Illinois State Medical Society, the Center for
Mnority Heal t h Servi ces, t he I11inois Phar maci st's
Associ ation and seni or citizens or gani zati ons. The

Department shall distribute the panphlets to physicians,
pharmaci sts and persons 65 years of age or ol der or various
senior citizen organi zations throughout the State.

(19) To conduct a study by April 1, 1994 of the
feasibility of inplenenting the Senior Conpanion Program
t hroughout the State for the fiscal year beginning July 1,
1994.

(20) Wth respect to contracts in effect on July 1,
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1994, the Departnent shall increase the grant anmounts so that
the reinbursement rates paid through the comunity care
program for chore housekeepi ng services and honenmakers are at
the sane rate, which shall be the higher of the 2 rates
currently paid. Wth respect to all contracts entered into,
renewed, or extended on or after July 1, 1994, t he
rei nbursenent rates paid through the community care program
for chore housekeepi ng services and honemakers shall be the
sane.

(21) From funds appropriated to the Departnment fromthe
Meal s on Wheels Fund, a special fund in the State treasury
that is hereby created, and in accordance with State and
federal guidelines and the intrastate funding fornula, to
make grants to area agencies on aging, designhated by the
Departnent, for the sole purpose of delivering neals to
homebound persons 60 years of age and ol der.

(22) To distribute, through its area agencies on aging,
information alerting seniors on safety issues regarding
energency weather conditions, including extrenme heat and
cold, flooding, tornadoes, electrical stornms, and other
severe storm weather. The information shall include al
necessary instructions for safety and all energency tel ephone
nunbers of organizations that wll provi de addi ti onal
i nformati on and assi stance.

(23) To develop guidelines for the organization and
i npl enentation of Volunteer Services Credit Prograns to be
adm nistered by Area Agencies on Aging or comrunity based
seni or service organizations. The Departnent shall hold
public hearings on the proposed guidelines for public
coment, suggestion, and determ nation of public interest.
The gui delines shall be based on the findings of other states
and of community organizations in Illinois that are currently
operating volunteer services credit prograns or denonstration

vol unteer services «credit prograns. The Departnent shal
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of fer guidelines for all aspects of the prograns including,
but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) types of services to be offered by vol unteers;

(b) types of services to be received upon the
redenption of service credits;

(c) issues of liability for the volunteers and the
adm ni stering organi zati ons;

(d) nmethods of tracking service credits earned and
service credits redeened;

(e) issues of time limts for redenption of service
credits;

(f) nethods of recruitnment of vol unteers;

(g) wutilization of conmmunity volunteers, community
service groups, and other resources for delivering
services to be received by service credit program
clients;

(h) accountability and assurance that services wll
be available to individuals who have earned service
credits; and

(1) volunteer screening and qualifications.

The Departnent shall submt a witten copy of the guidelines
to the General Assenbly by July 1, 1998.
(24) Senior Health Assistance Qutreach Program The

Departnent shall, with funds appropriated to Departnent for

this specific purpose, establish a statewi de senior health

assi stance outreach program The Departnment shall work

cooperatively with other Departnments that fund senior health

assi stance, including assistance with prescription drugs, to
i nsure nmaxi nrum coordi nation. The Departnent shall by rule
determine the allocation of all funds received for this

purpose. The statewide senior health assistance outreach

program shall i ncl ude a one-stop-shoppi ng cl eari nghouse for

all infornmation reqgardi ng prescription drug coverage prograns

and other health assi stance benefits available to seniors in
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Illinois. The clearinghouse shall be operated in conjunction

with the Departnent's toll free senior infornation program

All clearinghouse personnel shall receive trai ni ng on

prescription drug assistance prograns in addition to any

ot her training provided.

(Source: P.A 89-249, eff. 8-4-95; 89-580, eff. 1-1-97;
90- 251, eff. 1-1-98; revised 12-07-01.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


