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AN ACT concerning crimnal |aw.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Crimnal Code of 1961 is anended by

addi ng Section 16D-5.5 as foll ows:

(720 I LCS 5/16D-5.5 new)

Sec. 16D- 5. 5. Computeri zed di ssem nation of information

in furtherance of gang-related activity.

(a) A person commits the offense of conputeri zed

dissenination of information in furtherance of gang-rel ated

activity when he or she, by use of the Internet or an on-line

service, dissem nates any verbal, witten, or pictorial itens

or inngery used by a crimnal street gang and distributed in

furtherance of the activities of the crimnal street gang

including, but not limted to, recruiting or aiding in the

recruitnent of crimnal street gang nenbers, conmmuni cations

between crininal street gang nenbers, or connunications from

crimnal street gang nenbers to the general public offering

gang-rel ated goods or services for sale, including controlled

subst ances.

(b) Defenses. It is not a violation of this Section to:

(1) Disseninate gang-related data conmuni cati on

between |aw enforcenent agencies or |aw enforcement

officers;
(2) Disseninate gang-rel at ed i nformati on f or
pur poses of |aw enforcenent, including posting of Wb

pages by |law enforcenent agencies or |aw enforcement

officers to informthe public of the exi stence of inmagery

of specified crimnal street gangs; or

(3) Disseninate gang-rel at ed i nformati on f or

pur poses of news gat hering and news publication.
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(c) Libraries. It is not a violation of this Section for

an enployee of a public library or a library of an

institution of higher learning to provide a person access to

Internet services or other on-line services through the

library's conputer network or the library's conputer if,

wi thout know edge by the enpl oyee of the library, the patron

of the library dissen nates, by use of the library's conputer

access to the Internet or an on-line service, information in

furtherance of gang-related activity.

(d) Sentence. Computerized dissem nation of information

in furtherance of gang-related activity is a Cass 4 fel ony.

(e) Definitions. For purposes of this Section:

(1) "Crimnal street gang" and "gang-rel ated" have

the neanings ascribed to them in Section 10 of the

Il1linois Streetgang Terrori sm Omi bus Preventi on Act.

(2) "Internet" i ncl udes t he Wrld Wde Wb,

electronic mail, a nessage board, a chat area, a

newsqgroup posting, or Internet file transfer.
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