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AN ACT in relation to workers' conpensati on.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Wirkers' Conpensation Act is anended by
addi ng Sections 26.5, 26.6, 26.7, and 26.8 as foll ows:

(820 I LCS 305/26.5 new)

Sec. 26.5. Ineligibility to receive benefits. Any person

convicted of commtting workers' conpensation insurance fraud

under Section 46-1, 46-1.1, 46-2, 46-3, or 46-4 of the

Crimnal Code of 1961 is ineligible to receive or retain any

conpensation, disability, or nedical benefit as defined in

this Act, if that conpensation, disability, or nedica

benefit was owed or received as a result of a violation of

Section 46-1, 46-1.1, 46-2, 46-3, or 46-4 of +the Crinina

Code of 1961 for which the recipient of the conpensation,

disability, or nmedical benefit was convi cted.

(820 I LCS 305/ 26.6 new)

Sec. 26. 6. Adverti senents; noti ce of penal ti es;

requi renents.

(a) The purpose of this Sectionis to assure truthful

and adequat e di scl osure of all material and rel evant

information in the advertising that solicits persons to file

wor ker s' conpensation clains or to engage or consult counsel

or a nedical care provider or clinic to consider a workers

conpensation claim

(b) Any advertisenent that solicits persons to file

wor kers' conpensation clains or to engage or consult counsel

or a nedical care provider or clinic to consider a workers

conpensation claimin any newspaper, nagazine, circular, form

letter, or open publication that is published, distributed,
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or circulated in this State or on any bill board, card, | abel,

transit advertisenent or other witten advertising nedi um

shall state at the top or bottomon the front side or surface

of the docunent in at least 12-point roman bol dface type

font, except on any billboard, which shall be in type whose

letters are 12 inches in height, any transit advertisenent,

which shall be in type whose letters are 7 inches in height,

any tel evision announcenent, which shall be in 12-point ronan

bol df ace type font and appear in a dark background and rennin

on the screen for a mninumof 5 seconds, and for any radio

announcenent, which shall be read at an under st andabl e pace

with no |l oud nusic or sound effects, or both, to conplete for

the listener's attention, the foll ow ng:

Making a fal se or fraudul ent workers' conmpensation claimis a

felony subject to up to 5 years in prison or a fine of up to

$50,000 or double the value of the fraud, whichever is

greater, or both inprisonnent and fine."

(c) Any television or radio announcenent published or

disseninated in this State that solicits persons to file

wor kers' conpensation clains or to engage or consult counsel

to consider a workers' conpensation claimunder this Act

shall include the foll owi ng spoken statenent by the announcer

of the adverti senent:

"Making a false or fraudul ent workers' conpensation claim

is a felony subject to up to 5 vears in prison or a fine of

up to $50,000 or double the value of the fraud, whichever is

greater, or both inprisonnment and fine"

(d) This Section does not supersede or repeal any rule

t hat governs advertising under this Act and those rul es shal

continue to be in force in addition to this Secti on.

(e) For purposes of subsections (b) and (c), the notice

or statenent shall be witten or spoken in English. In those

cases in which the preponderance of the listening or reading
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public receives information other than in the Engl i sh

| anquage, the witten notice or spoken statenent shall be in

t hose ot her | anquages.

(820 I LCS 305/26.7 new)

Sec. 26.7. Advertisenents; disclosure; deceptive use of

nanes; prohi bited adverti senents.

(a) Any advertisenent or other device designed to

produce | eads based on a response froma person to file a

wor ker s' conpensation claimor to engage or consult counsel

or a nedical care provider or clinic shall disclose that an

agent may contact the individual if that is the fact. In

addi tion, an individual who makes contact with a person as a

result of acquiring that individual's nane from a |ead

generating device shall disclose that fact in the initial

contact with that person.

(b) No person shall solicit a person to file a workers

conpensation claimor to engage or consult counsel or a

medical care provider or clinic to consider a workers

conpensation claimthrough the use of a true or fictitious

nane that is deceptive or mnmisleading with regard to the

status, character, or proprietary or representative capacity

of the entity or person, or to the true purpose of the

adverti senent.

(c) For purposes of this Section, an advertisement

includes a solicitation in any newspaper, nmgazine, circul ar,

formletter, or open publication, published, distributed, or

circulated in this State or on any billboard, card, | abel,

transit advertisenent, or other witten advertising nedium

and includes envel opes, stationary, business cards, or other

material designed to encourage the filing of a workers

conpensation claim

(d) Advertisenents shall not enploy words, initials,

letters, synbols, or other devices that are so simlar to
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t hose used by a gqovernnental agency, a nonprofit or

charitable institution, or other entity that could have the

capacity or tendency to mslead the public. Exanpl es of

m sl eading materials include, but are not linited to, those

that inply any of the foll ow ng:

(1) The advertiser is in sone way provided by or is

endor sed by a gover nnent al agency or charitable

i nstitution.

(2) The advertisement is the sane as, i s connected

W th, or is endorsed by a governmental agency or

charitable institution.

(e) Advertisenents may not use any nane of a state or

political subdi vi si on of a state in an advertising

solicitation.

(f) Advertisenents may not use any nane, service nark,

sl ogan, synbol, or any device in any nanner that inplies that

the advertiser, or any person or entity associated with the

adverti ser, or that any agency who may call upon the person

in response to the advertisenent, is connected with a

gover nnent al agency.

(g) Advertisenents may not inply that the reader,

listener, or viewer nay lose a right, privilege, or benefit

under federal, state, or |ocal law if he or she fails to

respond to the adverti senent.

(820 I LCS 305/ 26.8 new)

Sec. 26.8. Violation; dass 4 fel ony.

(a) An advertiser who violates Section 26.6, 26.7, or

26.8 is quilty of a dass 4 fel ony.

(b) For the purposes of Sections 26.6, 26.7, or 26.8,

"advertiser" nmeans any person who pr ovi des wor ker s'

conpensation clains services that are described in the

witten or broadcast advertisenents, any person to whom

persons solicited by the advertisenents are directed to for
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provi si on of workers'

conpensation clains

rel ated services,

or any person paying for

t he

pr epar ati on,

br oadcast, printi

ng, di sseni nati on, or

pl acenent of the

adverti senments.
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