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AN ACT concerning fire protection districts.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Fire Protection District Act is anended

by changing Section 6 as foll ows:

(70 I1LCS 705/6) (fromCh. 127 1/2, par. 26)

Sec. 6. The trustees shall constitute a board of
trustees for the district for which they are appointed, which
board of trustees is declared to be the corporate authority
of the fire protection district, and shall exercise all of
the powers and control all the affairs and property of such
district. The board of trustees at their initial neeting and
at their first neeting follow ng the commencenent of the term
of any trustee shall elect one of their nunber as president
and one of their nunber as secretary and shall elect a
treasurer for the district, who nay be one of the trustees or
may be any other citizen of the district and who shall hold
office during the pleasure of the board and who shall give
such bond as nmay be required by the board. Except as
ot herwi se provided in Sections 16.01 through 16.18, the board
may appoint and enter into a nmulti-year contract not
exceeding 3 years with a fire chief and nmay appoint any
firemen that may be necessary for the district who shall hold
office during the pleasure of the board and who shall give
any bond that the board may require. The board may prescribe
the duties and fix the conpensation of all the officers and
enpl oyees of the fire protection district. A nenber of the
board of trustees of a fire protection district nay be
conpensated as follows: in a district having fewer than 4
full time paid firemen, a sumnot to exceed $1, 000 per annum

in a district having nore than 3 but less than 10 full tinme
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paid firenmen, a sumnot to exceed $1,500 per annum in a
district having either 10 or nore full tinme paid firemen, a
sumnot to exceed $2,000 per annum In addition, fire
districts that operate an anbulance service pursuant to
aut hori zation by referendum as provided in Section 22, may
pay trustees an additional annual conpensation not to exceed
50% of the anmount otherw se aut hori zed her ei n. The
addi ti onal conpensation shall be an adm nistrative expense of
the anbul ance service and shall be paid fromrevenues raised
by the anbul ance tax |evy. The trustees also have the
express power to execute a note or notes and to execute a
nortgage or trust deed to secure the paynent of such note or
notes; such trust deed or nortgage shall cover real estate,
or sone part thereof, or personal property owned by the
district and the lien of the nortgage shall apply to the real
estate or personal property so nortgaged by the district, and
the proceeds of the note or notes may be wused in the
acqui sition of personal property or of real estate or in the
erection of inprovenents on such real estate. The trustees
have express power to purchase either real estate or persona
property to be used for the purposes of the fire protection
district t hr ough contracts whi ch provi de for t he
consideration for such purchase to be pai d t hr ough
installnents to be nade at stated intervals during a certain
period of tinme, but, in no case, shall such contracts provide
for the consideration to be paid during a period of tinme in
excess of 25 years. The trustees have express power to
provide for the benefit of its enployees, volunteer firenen
and paid firenen, group life, health, accident, hospital and
medi cal insurance, or any conbination thereof; and to pay for
all or any portion of the prem uns on such insurance. Such
insurance may include provisions for enployees who rely on
treatnment by spiritual neans al one through prayer for healing

in accord with the tenets and practice of a well recognized
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religious denomnation. The board of trustees has express
power to change the corporate name of the fire protection
district by ordinance provided that notification of any
change is given to the circuit clerk and the Ofice of the

State Fire Mirshal. The board of trustees nmay |inpose

reasonabl e civil penalties on individuals who repeatedly

cause false fire alarns. The trustees have the express power

to create incentive prograns to encourage the installation of

fire protection equipnent on residential property in the

district. The board of trustees has full power to pass al
necessary ordi nances, and rules and regulations for the
proper managenent and conduct of the business of the board of
trustees of the fire protection district for carrying into
effect the objects for which the district was forned.

(Source: P.A 91-948, eff. 1-1-02.)
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