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AN ACT concerning subcircuit judgeshi ps.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Circuit Courts Act is anmended by changi ng

Section 2f as foll ows:

(705 ILCS 35/2f) (from Ch. 37, par. 72.2f)
Sec. 2f. (a) The Grcuit of Cook County shall be divided

into 15 units to be known as subcircuits. The subcircuits
shall be conpact, contiguous, and substantially equal in
popul ati on. The General Assenbl y shal | create t he

subcircuits by law on or before July 1, 1991, using
popul ation data as determ ned by the 1990 Federal census.

(b) The 165 resident judges to be elected from the
Crcuit of Cook County shall be determ ned under paragraph
(4) of subsection (a) of Section 2 of the Judicial Vacancies
Act .

(c) The Suprenme Court shall allot (i) the additional
resi dent judgeships provided by paragraph (4) of subsection
(a) of Section 2 of the Judicial Vacancies Act and (ii) al
vacanci es in resident judgeships existing on or occurring on
or after the effective date of this anmendatory Act of 1990,
with respect to the other resident judgeships of the GCrcuit
of Cook County, for election fromthe various subcircuits
until there are 11 resident judges to be elected fromeach of
the 15 subcircuits (for a total of 165). A resident
judgeship authorized before the effective date of this
amendatory Act of 1990 that becane vacant and was filled by
appoi ntnent by the Suprene Court before that effective date
shall be filled by election at the general election in
Novenber of 1992 fromthe unit of the Crcuit of Cook County

within Chicago or the unit of that Crcuit outside Chicago,
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as the case may be, in which the vacancy occurred.

(d) As soon as practicable after the subcircuits are
created by law, the Suprene Court shall determne by Ilot a
numeri cal order for the 15 subcircuits. That nunerical order
shal|l be the basis for the order in which resident judgeships
are assigned to the subcircuits. After the first round of
assi gnnents, the second and all l|ater rounds shall be based
on the sanme nunerical order. Once a resident judgeship is
assigned to a subcircuit, it shall continue to be assigned to
that subcircuit for all purposes.

(e) A resident judge elected from a subcircuit shal
continue to reside in that subcircuit as long as he or she
hol ds that office.

(f) It is the responsibility of the Adninistrative

Ofice of the 1llinois Courts to publicize vacancies in

subcircuit judgeships in order to ensure a high caliber of

judicial candidates by increasing awareness of vacancies

anong qualified individuals. The Adm nistrative Ofice shal

give public notice of a subcircuit judgeship at least 60

days, but not nore than 70 days, before the begi nning of the

period in which a person seeking election to that judgeship

must file nomnating petitions for the general prinary

el ecti on.

Public notice under this subsection shall consist, at a

mninum of notice (i) placed in newspapers in general

circulation in the area of the «circuit, (ii) placed in

newspapers and periodicals of the |eqgal pr of essi on in

circulation in the area of the circuit, (iii) given to bar

associ ati ons and ot her organi zati ons of the | egal pr of essi on

serving the area of the circuit, and (iv) given to nenbers of

the GCeneral Assenbly whose districts are contai ned wholly or

partially within the particular subcircuit. The notice shall,

at a nmni num give information concerning the subcircuit

judgeship that is available, any qualifications required by
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|law for the office holder, the dates for filing nomnating

petitions for the office, and the date of the general prinary

el ection for which the petitions nust be fil ed.

The Administrative Ofice of the Illinois Courts nay use

addi ti onal neasures to pronpte awareness of vacancies in

subcircuit judgeshi ps.

(Source: P.A 86-1478.)
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