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AN ACT concerning transportation.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

ARTI CLE 5

Section 5-1. Short title. This Article may be cited as

the Transportati on Resources for |Innovative Projects Law.

Section 5-5. Findings and Purpose. The General Assenbly
finds that safe, reliable and convenient transportation to
and fromwork and rel ated destinations such as child care and
education is an extrenely inportant factor in the ability to
find and retain enploynent, particularly in the |ower incone
sectors of the econony. For many people, these transportation
needs are not net by existing mass transit. This creates a
need for innovative transportation to work strategies that
fit within local circunstances. Many localities around
II'linois do not have the resources or the expertise to
devel op and support innovative transportation options.
Localities need access to State and federal funds to help
i npl enent t hese strat eqi es, and they need technical
assistance both in designing prograns and in accessing
vari ous sources of State and federal funds. Illinois also
| eaves substantial federal transportation funds unclained
because of the failure to put forward projects to use the
funds. Illinois would benefit froma unified State process
for applying for federal transportation assistance for
i nnovative transportation to work strategies and for
suppl ying the matching funds necessary to access that federal
assi stance. The purpose of this Article is to establish the
Transportation Resources for Innovative Projects Programto

pronpt the creation of innovative transportation to work
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strategies at t he | ocal | evel , to assist in the
i npl enentation of those strategies, to coordinate the | ocal,
State and federal funding of those prograns, and to access

t he maxi num of federal transportation to work funding.

Section 5-7. Definitions. As used in this Article:

"Departnment” nmeans the Departnent of Transportation.

"TRIP Progran neans the Transportation Resources for
| nnovative Projects Programcreated by this Article.

"JARC' neans the Job Access and Reverse Commute grant

program of the Federal Transit Adm nistration.

Section 5-10. Establishnent of Program and Funding.
There is established within the Departnment of Transportation
the Transportation Resources for Innovative Projects Program
The TRIP Program shall be funded by appropriation fromthe
CGeneral Assenbly or by interagency agreenent wth t he
Department of Human Services or other departnents under
Section 5-25 of this Article, or by a conbination of those

sources.

Section 5-15. Functions of Program The Program shall be
a Statewide interagency effort to pronpt and support | ocal
transportation innovations. It shall have 3 main functions:

(a) Admnistration of an annual process to apply for
federal transportation to work assistance under the Job
Access and Reverse Commute program prograns adm nistered by
the federal Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent, or
simlar prograns, or a conbination of those prograns. This
shal | i ncl ude publi ci zi ng t he process, nmanaging the
application and sel ection process, nmaking applications to the
federal government, and identifying | ocal projects to be part
of the annual State applications to the federal governnent.

To the extent resources permt, the TR P Program shal
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provide grants or guarantee funds to the local projects
selected for inclusion in the State applications to conplete
the State fundi ng matches necessary to access the federal
f unds.

(b) Adm nistration of an annual process to grant funds,
to the extent resources permt, to localities for innovative
transportation to work strategies not eligible for federal
f unds.

(c) Provision of technical assistance to localities in
the devising of innovative transportation to work strategies
and in complying with the requirenments for federal, State and

| ocal funding.

Section 5-20. Illinois Coor di nati ng Comm ttee on
Transportation. The 1llinois Coordinating Committee on
Transportation created by the Illinois Coordinating Conmttee

on Transportation Law shall serve as an interagency advisory
commttee to help develop policy and procedures under the

TRI P Program

Section 5-25. | nt eragency Agreenent wi th Departnent of
Human Services and other Departnents. In addition to any
ot her interagency agreenents the Departnment nmay enter into to
inplenent the TRIP Program there shall be an interagency
agreenent with the Departnent of Human Services. Under the
agr eenent, t he departnents shal | have the follow ng
responsibilities.

(a) The Departnent of Human Services shall

(1) provide an annual allotnent of funds for

di sbursenent by the Departnment under the TRI P Program

(2) notify the Departnent in a tinmely manner of al

State and federal policies, rules, and regul ati ons that

may affect the use and disbursenent of the funds and

provi de appropriate assistance for conpliance with those
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requi renents; and

(3) provide at |east one staff nmenber to represent
t he Depart nment of Human Services on the |Illinois
Coordinating Conmttee on Transportation and in the
sel ection process for |local transportation progranms for
State and federal funds under the TRI P Program
(b) The Departnent shall

(1) ensure that the use of funds transferred from
the Departnent of Human Services is in accordance wth
| aws governing use of those funds and is coordinated with
t he Departnent of Human Servi ces;

(2) collaborate W th the Departnent of Human
Services in selecting the projects to be funded under the
Pr ogr am

(3) account for the use of funds transferred from
the Departnment of Human Services separately from ot her
f unds;

(4) provide any necessary reports regarding the
TRIP Programto the Departnment of Human Services and the
U.S. Departnent of Health and Human Servi ces.

(d) The Departnment may enter into simlar interagency
agreenents wth other agencies that transfer funds to the
Department for the TRIP Programor coordinate their prograns

with the TRIP Program

Section 5-30. TRIP Program Provi sions.

(a) The Departnent annually shall solicit applications
fromlocalities for support for local transportation to work
strategies. The solicitation and application process shall be
tinmed to allow the Departnent to submt a package of approved
| ocal progr ans as t he I11inois State Consol i dat ed
Transportation to Wor k Pl an to the Federal Transit
Adm ni stration for funding under the Job Access and Reverse

Commute program and to nake tinely subm ssions for other
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sources of federal funds.

(b) The annual solicitation and application process
shall include 2 types of grants: (i) those fundable under
JARC or other federal funding sources, for which the TRIP
Program grant shall be adequate, in conmbination with |ocal or
private funds, to conplete the "local match" required by JARC
or other federal prograns, and (ii) those not fundable under
JARC or other federal progranms but otherw se addressing the
purposes of the TRIP Program (for exanple, car purchase
progranms). The Departnent, in conjunction with the Illinois
Coordi nating Commttee on Transportation, shall divide grant
funds between these 2 types of proposals each year dependi ng
upon the nmerit of the proposals received and the extent to
whi ch they woul d acconplish the purposes of the TRIP Program
including the maxi mzing of federal funds. The grants may be
spent over a period of up to 24 nonths.

(c) The Departnent shall annually submt the Illinois
State Consolidated Transportation to Work Plan to the Federal
Transit Admnistration for funding under JARC and submt
applications for other federal funds as appropriate.

(d) The Departnent shall provide technical assistance to
localities in devel oping transportation strategies, conplying
W th application requirenents, i ncl udi ng f eder al
requirenents, and formng strategic |ocal partnerships to
i nprove the potential success of both the grant application
and the local program itself. Local entities eligible for
fundi ng under the programinclude counties, nunicipalities,
public agencies, private entities, non-profit organi zations
such as, but not [imted to, comuni ty devel opnent
cor porations, transportation managenent associ ati ons,
transportation providers, community action agencies, faith
based organizations, and workforce investnent boards, and
other consortiuns. Planning partners my, but need not

necessarily, include |local workforce investnent boar ds,
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chanbers of commer ce, elected officials, Metropolitan
Pl anni ng Organi zations, local plan commssions, and State
agenci es.

(e) The Departnent's rules for applications by |ocal
entities under the Program shall include, but not necessarily
be limted to, the foll ow ng provisions:

(1) The local progranms should be for inplenentation
of innovative comunity transportation systens t hat
address a |ocal transportation need or gap; they should
use i nnovati ve appr oaches t hat enphasi ze bot h
coordi nati on between existing services and prograns and
the elimnation of transportation barriers that limt
wor kf orce participation. These progranms and services
could, for exanple, be the purchase of rolling stock such
as vans, new or expanded operation of transportation
routes, creation of auto ownership and drivers |icensing
prograns, new or expanded dial a ride services, vanpool
or carpool prograns, guaranteed ride honme prograns, or
simlar strategies t hat addr ess | ocal needs and
ci rcunst ances.

(2) To qualify for i ncl usi on in t he State
application for JARC funding or other federal funding,
the applicant nmust have been i nvol ved in t he
transportation planning process for the region in which
the project will operate, or exhibit know edge of that
process and its need statenent and have rel ati onships
with the local transportation experts in transit
authorities or county governnent.

(3) The application nust include evidence of a
comm tnent for the funding of a portion of the proposed
project from local or private sources (other than State
or federal sources). This portion shall not be |less than
1% nor nore than 10% of the total project costs. The

Departnent shall provide by rule for a sliding scale for
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these local funding commtnents based upon the relative
resources in localities, so that the contribution of
communities wth the least resources is 1% and of
communi ties W th t he nost resources is 10% The
Departnent shall use an objective nmeasure such as the
poverty rate or the tax base in establishing the sliding

scal e and shall update it annually.

ARTI CLE 10

Section 10-1. Short title. This Article may be cited as

II'linois Coordinating Conmttee on Transportation Law.

Section 10-5. Definitions. As used in this Article:

(1) "Agency" means an of ficial, comm ssi on,
aut hority, council, departnent, conmmttee, division,
bureau, board, or any other unit or entity of the State,
a nmunicipality, a county, or other |ocal governing body
or a private not-for-profit transportation service
provi di ng agency.

(2) "Commttee" neans the |I1llinois Coordinating
Comm ttee on Transportation.

(3) "Coordination"™ means the arrangenent for the
provi si on of transportation services to t he
transportation di sadvant aged in a mnner that s
cost-effective, efficient, and reduces fragnentation and
duplication of services.

(4) "Transportation di sadvant aged" neans those
persons who, because of physical or nental disability,
i ncone status, age, location of residence, or other
reasons are unable to transport thenselves or to purchase
af fordabl e transportation and are, therefore, dependent
upon others to obtain access to health care, enploynent,

educati on, shoppi ng, soci al activities, or ot her
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life-sustaining activities.

Section 10-10. Commttee. The 1llinois Coordinating
Committee on Transportation is created and shall consist of
the foll ow ng nenbers

(1) The Governor or her or his designee.

(2) The Secretary of Transportation or his or her
desi gnee.

(3) The Secretary of Human Services (or his or her
designee) and one additional representative of t he
Depart ment of Human Servi ces designated by the Secretary.

(4) The Director of Aging or his or her designee.

(5 The Director of Public Ad or his or her
desi gnee.

(6) The Director of Comrerce and Community Affairs
or his or her designee.

(7) A representative of the Illinois Rural Transit
Assi stance Center

(8 A person who is a nenber of a recognized
statew de organi zation representing older Il1linoisans.

(9) A representative of centers for independent
l'iving.

(10) A representative of the I1linois Publ i c
Transportation Associ ation.

(11) A representative of an existing transportation
system that coordinates and provides transit services in
a multi-county area for the Departnent of Transportation
Departnent of Human Servi ces, Departnent of Comrerce and
Community Affairs, or Departnent on Aging.

(12) A representative of a statew de organization
of rehabilitation facilities or other providers of
services for persons with one or nore disabilities.

(13) A representative of the Illinois Planning

Council on Devel opnental Disabilities.
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(14) A representative of a statew de organization

of community action agencies.
The Secretary of Transportation and the Secretary of
Human Servi ces, or their desi gnees, shall serve as
chai rpersons and shall be responsible for staff support for

the commttee.

Section 10-15. Duties of commttee. The Commttee shal
foster the coordination of public and private transportation
services, wth special attention paid to services directed
toward those popul ations who are currently not served or who
are underserved by existing public transit. The Committee
shall aimto reduce duplicative services in order to achieve
a transportation system that serves the nost citizens
possible in the nobst cost-effective and efficient manner
possi ble. Specifically, the commttee shall:

(1) Coordinate State efforts W thin f edera
guidelines to facilitate coordination of human service
transportation prograns.

(2) Establish statewide priorities and draft a

strategic pl an. These priorities shoul d i ncl ude:
devel opi ng obj ecti ves for provi di ng essenti al
transportation services to t he transportation

di sadvant aged; developing a wunified state request for
funds from federal sources such as the Job Access and
Reverse Commute (JARC) Grant program that 1is based on
| ocal plans fromcomunities statew de; identifying funds
fromother avail able sources for projects that are not an
eligible use of JARC funds; and devel oping a | ong-range
plan to identify and recruit potential stakeholders in
future comunity transportation initiatives.

(3) Develop goal s and obj ecti ves to reduce
duplication of services and achieve coverage that is as

conpl ete as possi bl e.
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(4) Address any and all transportation barriers
and propose sol utions, such as multi-agency involvenent,
to elimnate these barriers.

(5) Serve as a clearinghouse for infornmation about
funding sources and i nnovati ons in serving t he
transportati on di sadvant aged.

(6) Oversee admnistration of the Transportation
Resources for Innovative Projects Program

(7) Submt a report, not later than February 1,
2004, to the Governor and the General Assenbly that
outlines the progress nade by the Commttee in performng
its duties set forth in paragraphs (1) through (6) of
this Section and makes recommendations for statutory and

regul atory changes to pronote coordination

ARTI CLE 99

Section 99-99. Effective date. This Act takes effect

upon becom ng | aw.
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