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AN ACT in relation to children

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Children and Famly Services Act is

anended by adding Section 7.4 as foll ows:

(20 1LCS 505/ 7.4 new)

Sec. 7.4. Pl acement of siblings.

(a) Wien a childis in need of an adoptive placenent,

the Departnent shall examine its files and other avail abl e

resources and attenpt to determne whether any bioloqical

sibling of the child has been adopted. | f the Departnent

deternines that a biological sibling of the child has been

adopted, the Departnent shall make a qgood faith effort to

| ocate the adoptive parents of the sibling and informthem of

the availability of the child for adoption.

(b) If the adoptive parents of a biological sibling of a

child available for adoption apply to adopt that child, the

Departnent shall consider them as adoptive applicants for the

adoption of the child. The Departnent's final decision,

however, shall be based upon the welfare and best interest of

the chil d. In arriving at its decision, the Departnent shal

consider all relevant factors, including but not limted to:

(1) the wishes of the child;

(2) the interaction and interrelationship of the

child with the applicant to adopt the chil d;

(3) the child' s need for stability and continuity

of relationship with parent fi gures;

(4 the child' s adjustnment to his or her present

hone, school, and community;

(5) the ment al and physi cal health of al

i ndi vidual s i nvol ved;
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(6) the fanmly ties between the child and the

child's relatives, including siblings;

(7) the background, age, and living arrangenents of

the applicant to adopt the child;

(8) a crinnal background report of the applicant

to adopt the child.

(c) The Departnent may refuse to inform the adoptive

parents of a biological sibling of a child that the child is

avai l abl e for adoption, as required under subsection (a),

only for a reason pernitted under criteria adopted by the

Department by rul e.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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