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AN ACT concerni ng hi gher education student assistance.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Hi gher Education Student Assistance Act is

anended by adding Section 65.70 as foll ows:

(110 1LCS 947/ 65. 70 new)

Sec. 65.70. Optonetric Education Schol arship Program

(a) The GCGeneral Assenbly finds and declares that the

provi sion of graduate education |leading to a doctoral deqree

in optonetry for persons of this State who desire such an

education is inmportant to the health and welfare of this

State and Nation and, consequently, is an inmportant public

pur pose. Many qualified potential optonetrists are deterred

by financial considerations frompursuing their optonetric

education with consequent irreparable loss to the State and

Nation of talents vital to health and welfare. A program of

schol arshi ps, repaynent of which nmay be excused if the

i ndi vi dual practi ces professional optonetry in this State,

will enable such individuals to attend qualified public or

private institutions of their choice in the State.

(b) Beginning with the 2003-2004 acadenic vyear, the

Commission shall, each vyear, consider applications f or

schol arship assistance under this Section. An applicant is

eligible for a scholarship under this Section if t he

Conmmi ssion finds that the applicant is:

(1) a United States citizen or eligible noncitizen;

(2) aresident of Illinois; and

(3) enrolled on a full-tine basis in a public or

private college of optonetry located in this State that

awards a doctorate degree in optonetry and i s approved by

t he Departnment of Professional Reqgul ati on.
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(c) Each vyear the Commi ssion shall award 10 schol arshi ps

under this Section anong applicants qualified pursuant to

subsection (b). Two of these scholarships each shall be

awarded to eligible applicants enrolled in their first vyear,

second vear, third year, and fourth vyear. The remaining 2

schol arshi ps shall be awarded to any |l evel of student. The

Commi ssi on shall receive funding for the schol arshi ps through

appropriations fromthe Optonetric Licensing and D sciplinary

Board Fund. If in any year the nunber of qualified applicants

exceeds the nunber of scholarships to be awarded, the

Commi ssion shall give priority in awarding scholarships to

students denonstrating exceptional nerit and who are in

financial need. A scholarship shall be in the anmount of

$5, 000 each year applicable to tuition and fees.

(d) The total amount of schol arshi p assi stance awar ded

by the Comm ssion under this Section to an individual in any

given fiscal vyear, when added to other financial assistance

awarded to that individual for that year, shall not exceed

the cost of attendance at the institution at which the

student is enroll ed.

(e) Arecipient may receive up to 8 senesters or 12

quarters of schol arship assistance under this Section.

(f) Subject to a separate appropriation nade for such

pur poses, paynent of any scholarship awarded under this

Secti on shal | be det er m ned by the Commission. Al

schol arship funds distributed in accordance with this Section

shall be paid to the institution on behalf of the recipients.

Schol arship funds are applicable toward 2 senesters or 3

quarters of enrollnent within an acadeni c year.

(g) The Commission shall adnminister the Optonetric

Educati on Schol arshi p Program established by this Section and

shall nmake all necessary and proper rules not inconsistent

with this Section for its effective inplenentation.

(h) Prior to receiving scholarship assistance for any
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acadeni c year, each recipient of a scholarship awarded under

this Section shall be required by the Conm ssion to sign an

agreenent under which the recipient pledges that, within the

one-year period following the ternination of the acadenic

program for which the recipient was awarded a schol arship,

the recipient shall practice in this State as a |licensed

optonetrist under the Illinois Optonetric Practice Act of

1987 for a period of not |ess than one year for each year of

schol arship assistance awarded under this Section. Each

reci pient shall, upon request of the Conmi ssion, provide the

Conmi ssion with evidence that he or she is fulfilling or has

fulfilled the terns of the practice agreenent provided for in

this subsection

(i) If arecipient of a scholarship awarded under this

Section fails to fulfill the practice obligation set forth in

subsection (h) of this Section, the Conni ssion shall require

the recipient to repay the anmpunt of the schol arships

received, prorated according to the fracti on of t he

obligation not conpleted, plus interest at a rate of 5% and,

if applicable, reasonable collection fees. The Conmi ssion is

authorized to establish rules relating to its collection

activities for repaynent of schol arshi ps under this Section.

(j]) A recipient of a scholarship awarded by t he

Conmi ssion under this Section shall not be in violation of

the agreement entered into pursuant to subsection (h) if the

recipient (i) is serving as a nenber of the arned services of

the United States; (ii) is enrolled in a residency program

foll owi ng graduation at an approved institution; (iii) is

tenporarily totally disabled, as established by sworn

affidavit of a qualified physician; or (iii) cannot fulfil

t he enpl oynent obligation due to his or her death,

disability, or inconpetency, as est abl i shed by sSwWorn

affidavit of a qualified physician. No claimfor repaynent

may be filed against the estate of such a decedent or
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i nconpetent. Any extension of the period during which the

enpl oynent requi renent nust be fulfilled shall be subject to

limtations of duration as established by the Conm ssi on.

Section 10. The Illinois Optonetric Practice Act of 1987

i s anended by changing Section 20 as foll ows:

(225 ILCS 80/20) (from Ch. 111, par. 3920)

(Section scheduled to be repeal ed on January 1, 2007)

Sec. 20. Fund. Al'l noneys received by the Departnent
pursuant to this Act shall be deposited in the Optonetric
Licensing and Disciplinary Board Fund, which is hereby
created as a special fund in the State Treasury, and shall be
used only for the admnistration of this Act, including: (a)
by the Board in the exercise of its powers and performance of
its duties, as such use is nmade by the Departnment wth ful
consideration of all recomendations of the Board; (b) for
costs directly related to license renewal of persons |icensed
under this Act; and (c) for direct and allocable indirect
costs related to the public purposes of the Departnent of

Prof essional Regul ation. Subject to appropriation, noneys in

the Optonetric Licensing and Disciplinary Board Fund may be

used f or the Optonmetric Education Scholarship Program

adm ni stered by the Illinois Student Assistance Conmi sSion

pursuant to Section 65.70 of the H gher Education Student

Assi st ance Act.

Moneys in the Fund may be transferred to the Professions
I ndirect Cost Fund as authorized under Section 2105-300 of
the Departnent of Professional Regulation Law (20 ILCS
2105/ 2105- 300) .

Money in the Optonmetric Licensing and Disciplinary Board
Fund may be invested and reinvested, wth all earnings
received from such investnent to be deposited in t he

Optonetric Licensing and Disciplinary Board Fund and used for
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t he sanme purposes as fees deposited in such fund.

Any nonies in the Optonetric Exam ning and D sciplinary
Board Fund on the effective date of this Act shall be
transferred to the Optonetric Licensing and D sciplinary
Board Fund.

Any obligations of t he Optonetric Exam ni ng and
D sciplinary Board Fund unpaid on the effective date of this
Act shall be paid from the Optonetric Li censi ng and
Di sciplinary Board Fund.

(Source: P.A 91-239, eff. 1-1-00.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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