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GEORGE H. RYAN
GOVERNOR

June 10, 2002

To the Honorabl e Menbers of the
I1linois House of Representatives
92nd General Assenbly

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 9(b) of the Illinois
Constitution of 1970, | hereby veto House Bill 3714 entitl ed,
"AN ACT in relation to crimnal |law"

House Bill 3714 would anend the Unified Code of
Corrections to forbid DoC fromentering into a contract wth
a private vendor to provide food or comm ssary services for
institutions or facilities of the Departnent. House Bil
3714 further stipulates that for the purposes of this Act,
"private vendor" neans a vendor that is not the State of
I11inois.

House Bill 3714 was introduced to prohibit DoC from
expanding the <current use of a legitimte cost - savi ng
initiative that 1is needed to help balance the Fiscal Year
2003 State budget. The privatization of prison food services
wor ks successfully in Illinois, as it does in 14 other states
and in the federal governnent's prison system |If this bil
were to becone |aw, State governnment woul d face added costs
in the Fiscal Year 2003 budget of $27 mllion.

Many argunents have been given for reasons why DoC shoul d
mai ntain the status quo with their food service functions.
None stand up agai nst the facts.

The Departnent already has proven that privatization of

dietary services works in Illinois. The use of contractual
food services had been in place at Joliet Correctional Center
from 1982 wuntil its recent closure. The use of contractua

food services is also in place at the Departnent's 11 adult
transition centers, and private Conm ssary contracts are in
pl ace at the "super-max" Tamms Correctional Center and at
nost of the State's juvenile facilities. No problens have
occurred at Joliet, Tamms, the adult transition centers or
any of the juvenile facilities because of these privatized
servi ces.

Safety within Illinois prisons will not be affected by
privati zi ng prison food services. Right now, of the
approxi mately 500 dietary enployes currently enpl oyed by DoC,
305 were hired from nei ghboring comunities with no prior
corrections experience. As would be the case wth al
contractual enployees, all current dietary enpl oyees wthout
any prior corrections experience were required to undergo and
pass crimnal background investigations and drug testing
prior to being hired. Al food services enployees are
required to attend a one week pre-service orientation
sessi on.

Contracting with private vendors for prison food services
is an accepted practice in [Illinois. Several counties in
II'linois have fully privatized their food services. Mst
not ably, Cook County has privatized food services for the
nmore than 11,000 inmates that it houses. Oher counties that
have privatized their food service include: Depage, Lake,
McHenry, Kane, Rock Island, Wnnebago, Boone, Chanpaign, and
St Cair.

By inplenenting a plan to privatize food and conmm ssary
service, DoC estimates that it will save approximtely $25
mllion in Fiscal Year 2003. The Fiscal Year 2003 budget for
Department is based on these cost savings. Enactnent of HB
3714 al so would prevent the continuation of the dietary and
comm ssary services that already are privatized at the
Department's various adult transition centers and juvenile
facilities. |If the State is forced to assune the direct
operation of these services, the new associated costs are
anticipated to be $2 mllion for Fiscal Year 2003.

Finally, | believe that it is very inportant that the
Governor maintain flexibility in managing Executive Branch
agenci es, including maintaining authority over whether or not
non-correctional services at the DoC nmay be provided by
private vendors.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


For these reasons, | hereby veto and return House Bil
3714.

Si ncerely,
s/ GEORGE H. RYAN
Gover nor


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


