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AN ACT concerni ng school s.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anended by changing

Section 2-3.51 as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/2-3.51) (fromCh. 122, par. 2-3.51)

Sec. 2-3.51. Reading Inprovenent Block Gant Program
To inprove the reading and study skills of children from
ki ndergarten through sixth grade in school districts. The
State Board of Education is authorized to admnister a
Readi ng | nprovenent Bl ock Grant Program As wused in this
Section:;

"School district”" 1includes shalt-inelude those schools

designated as "l aboratory school s".

"Scientifically based reading resear ch" means t he

application of riqgorous, systematic, and objective procedures

to obtain valid know edge rel evant to readi ng devel opnment,

readi ng i nstruction, and reading difficulties. The term

includes research that enpl oys systematic, enpirical nethods

that draw on observation or experinent, i nvol ves rigorous

data analysis that is adequate to test the stated hypot heses

and to justify the general conclusions drawn, relies on

measurenents or observational nethods that provide valid data

acr oss eval uators and observers and across multiple

measurenents and observations, and has been accepted by

peer-reviewed journal or approved by a panel of independent

experts through a conparably ri gorous, obj ecti ve and

scientific review

(a) Funds for the Reading Inprovenent Block G ant
Program shall be distributed to school districts on the

foll ow ng basis: 70% of nonies shall be awarded on the prior
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year's best 3 nonths average daily attendance and 30% shal

be distributed on the nunber of economcally disadvantaged
(E.CI.A Chapter 1) pupils in the district, provided that
the State Board nmay distribute an ambunt not to exceed 2% of
the nonies appropriated for the Reading |Inprovenent Bl ock
Grant Program for the purpose of providing teacher training
and re-training in the teaching of reading. Program funds
shal |l be distributed to school districts in 2 sem-annua
install nents, one paynent on or before Cctober 30, and one
paynment prior to April 30, of each vyear. The State Board
shall pronulgate rules and regulations necessary for the

i npl ementation of this program Prograns provided with grant

f unds shal | not repl ace quality cl assroom r eadi ng

instruction, but shall instead suppl enent such instruction.

(a-5) Reading Inprovenent Block Gant Program funds
shall be used by school districts in the foll ow ng manner:

(1) to hire reading specialists, reading teachers,

and reading aides in order to provide early reading

intervention in Kindergarten through grade 2 and prograns

of continued reading support for students in grades 3

t hr ough- - 3- -f or - t he- pur pose- of - pr ovi di ng- nore-t ntenst ft ed
Feadt ng-t ASt Fuet t on;

(2) in kindergarten through grade 2, to establish

short-term tutorial early reading interventi on prograns

for children who are at risk of failing to learn to read;

t hese prograns shall (i) focus on scientifically based

research and best practices with proven long-term

results, (ii) identify students in need of help no later

than the mddle of first grade, (iii) provide ongoi ng

training for teachers in the program (iv) f ocus

i nstruction on st rengt heni ng a student's phonenic

awar eness, phonics, fluency, and conprehension skills,

(v) provide a neans to docunent and eval uate student
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growh, and (vi) provide properly trained staff teo-extend

the-time-devot ed-t n- ki ndergarten-through-third--grade--to
tntenstfted---readi ng---tAstruetton; - --tneludi ng--- phonte
tAstructt on; - -etther--by- -1 engt heni ng- -t he--sehool - day- or
l engt hent ng- t he- sehool - year;

(3)--to--create--transttional--grades--for--students
needt hg-t At enst ft ed- r eadt ng- - nst ruet t on- - et t her - - bet ween
the--first--and--second- - gr ades- or - bet ween- t he- seeond- and
t hi rd- gr ades- t n- accordance--wth--the--aut herity- - gr ant ed
school -distriets-+n-Seetton-10-21:2- of -t hi s- Code;

(3) €4) to continue direct reading instruction for
grades 3 4 through 6;

(4) €5) 1in_ grades 3 through 6, to establish

prograns of support for students who denpnstrate a need

for continued assistance in Jlearning to read and in

mai nt ai ni ng readi ng achi evenent; these prograns shall (i)

focus on scientifically based research and best practices

wth proven long-term results, (ii) provide ongoing

training for teachers and other staff nmenbers in the

program (iii) focus instruction on strengthening a

student's phonics, fluency, and conprehension skills in

grades 3 through 6, (iv) provide a neans to eval uate and

docunent student growth, and (v) provide properly trai ned

foeus- - on- -t he- - rechant €s- - of - r eadi ng; - t he- applt cat + on- of
feadt hg-skitls;-and-the-reading-of--rieh--literature--and
that--reflect-a-connitrent-of-tine-and-resourees-to-these
funeti ons;

(5) €6) in grades K through 6, to provide classroom

reading nmaterials for students: each district may

allocate up to 25% of the funds for this purpose teo

conduet -+ nt ense- voeabul ary; -spel l i ng; -and-rel ated-witing
enrt ehrent - progr ans- t hat - pr onpt e- bet t ef - under st andt ng- - of

l anguage- and- wor ds; and
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(6) (7) to provi de a_long-term professional

devel opnent pr ogr am f or cl assroom t eachers,

adm ni strators, and other appropriate staff; the program

shall (i) focus on scientifically based research and best

practices with proven long-termresults, (ii) provide a

means to evaluate student progress in reading as a result

of the training, (iii) and be provided by approved staff

devel opnent providers. to-inerease--the--avattlability--of

F eadt hg- speet al t st s- and- t eacher - at des- f of - F eadt ng: - and
(8)--to--tratn--and-retratn-teachers-of - ki ndergarten
through-tht rd- grade-to- be-profictent-+n-the--teacht ng--of

F eadt ng; -  nel udi ng- phont e-+ Ast ruet t on:

(a-10) Reading Inprovenent Block Gant Program funds
shall be nmade available to each eligible school district
submtting an approved application developed by the State
Board beginning with the 1998-99 school year. Appl i cations
shall include a proposed assessnent nethod or nethods for

measuring the reading growth of students who receive direct

instruction as a result of the funding and the inpact of

staff devel opnent activities on student growh in reading

st udent - readi ng-skitts. Such nethods may include the reading

portion of the Illinois Standards Achi evenent Testing Goals

and- Assesspent Program At the end of each school year the

district shall report performance of progress assessnaent

results to the State Board. Districts not denonstrating
performance progress using an approved assessnent nethod
shall not be eligible for funding in the third or subsequent
years until such progress is established.

(a-15) The State Superi nt endent of Education, in
cooperation with the school districts participating in the
program shall annually report to the |eadership of the
General Assenbly on the results of the Reading |nprovenent
Bl ock G ant Program and the progress being nade on inproving

the reading skills of students in kindergarten through the
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(b) (Bl ank).

(c) (Bl ank).

(d) Gants wunder the Reading |nprovenent Program shal
be awarded provided there is an appropriation for the
program and funding levels for each district shall be
prorated according to the anount of the appropriation.

(e) (Blank).

(f) (Bl ank).

(Source: P.A 90-548, eff. 1-1-98; 90-640, eff. 1-1-99.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

July 1, 2001.
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