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AN ACT to create the Rural Illinois Technol ogy Program

Act .

Be it enacted by the People of the State of [Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Rural 11linois Technol ogy Program Act.

Section 5. Policy. It 1is necessary and desirable to
provi de techni cal assistance, planning support, and funding
in the form of grants to encourage technol ogy planning and
devel opnment in rural communities. It is also necessary to
provide funding in the formof grants to rural communities
for business devel opnent, social services developnent, and
medi cal support systens t echnol ogy to pronote rural

econoni es.

Section 10. Definitions. In this Act:

"Committee" nmeans a local commttee established under

this Act.

"Institute” means the Illinois Institute for Rural
Affairs at Western Illinois University.

"Progranf neans the Rural Illinois Technol ogy and

| nnovati ons Program

"Technology Plan" neans an integrated docunent that
includes goals, policies, strategies, and procedures for
devel opi ng business, social services, and t el enedi ci ne
networks and nedical support systens and i s adopted as

provided in Section 30 of this Act.

Section 15. The Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs.
The Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs at Western Illinois

University, in conjunction with the Governor's Rural Affairs
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Council and the Governor's Ofice of Technology, shal
adm nister the Programunder this Act. The Governor's Rural
Affairs Council and the Governor's Ofice of Technol ogy nust
each furnish technical support to the Institute.

The Institute must submt a report to the Rural Affairs
Council by January 1, 2003 and every 2 years thereafter

regardi ng progress made towards acconplishing the purposes of

this Act.

Section 20. Rural [Illinois Technol ogy and I nnovati ons
Program The Rural Illinois Technology and Innovations
Program is created. The Institute shall determne the

eligibility of rural conmunity partnerships for funding under
the Programw th the assistance of a Representative of the
Governor's Rural Affairs Council. The purpose of the Program
is to provide grants and technical assistance to rural
communities to (i) inventory their t echnol ogy, soci al
services, telenedicine and distance |earning networks, and
technol ogi cal resources; (ii) devel op Technology Plans; and
(1i1) <create new strategies for and pronote the devel opnent
of advanced technology in business, social services, and
medi cal support systens in rural comrunities.

In addition to awarding grants wunder this Act, the
Program shal | :

(1) Wrk wth the Mpping the Future of your
Community Programat Western |Illinois University, and
with the Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Illinois, to provide rural communities with technica
assi stance and pl anning support needed to develop
Technol ogy Pl ans under this Act.

(2) Assist rural business and econom c | eaders who
have 1innovative strategies for the use of technology to
pronote the devel opnment of new high-tech businesses in

their comunities.
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(3) Wrk wth private sector organi zations on the
devel opment of new strategies for the delivery of
services in rural comunities.

(4) Wrk with the Center for Rural Health within
the Illinois Departnent of Public Health and wth rural
hospitals and <clinics to create new strategies in the
devel opment of tel enedicine and di st ance | earni ng
networks for rural comunities.

(5) CObtain additional State and federal funding and
resources to equip rural hospitals and clinics with new
t echnol ogy, including the devel opnent of tel enedicine and
di stance | earni ng networks.

(6) Expand the Program as necessary to pronbte the
obj ectives of this Act.

The Institute, in conjunction with the Governor's Rural
Affairs Council and the Governor's Ofice of Technol ogy,
shall coordinate and admnister these and any additional

aspects of the Program

Section 25. Local commttees. A local comm ttee,
consisting of local comunity |eaders, shall work with a
pr of essi onal pl anner or other technol ogy resource specialist
to develop criteria for prioritizing technology needs and
resources. Wen prioritizing technol ogy needs and resources,
the commttee shall analyze the specific needs for technol ogy
in business and business developnent, social servi ces,
tel emedicine and distance |earning networks, and nedical
support systens. The commttee shall recommend that the
county, nunicipality, regional board, or other unit of |oca

gover nment adopt a Technol ogy Pl an.

Section 30. Funding. Subject to appropriation, the
Institute shall award grants and attenpt to apportion funds

evenly between the goals of business devel opnent, pronotion
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1 of social services, and devel opnent of tel enedicine networks
2 and nedi cal support systens.

3 Section 35. Rules. The Institute, in conjunction with a
4 representative of the Governor's Rural Affairs Council, may
5 adopt any rules necessary to inplenent this Act.

6 Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

7 becom ng | aw.
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