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AN ACT concerni ng educati on.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anended by adding Section

21-28 as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/21-28 new)

Sec. 21-28. Par aeducator certificate.

(a) The State Board of Education shall jointly

establish, with the State Teacher Certification Board, and

adm nister a certification program for paraeducators. A

school district, other than a school district organi zed under

Article 34 of this Code, may not hire a person on or after

July 1, 2002 to work al ongsi de and under the supervision of a

certified teacher or other |licensed professional staff nenber

to support and assist in providing instructional and other

services to children and their fanmilies unless that person is

certified as a par aeducat or by t he State Teacher

Certification Board. This prohibition does not apply to a

person who, before July 1, 2002 and at the tine of

application for the job, was enpl oyed by the school district

in a sinmlar position.

(b) Paraeducator certificates shall be classified as

(1) The State Board of Education nmay issue a

Par aeducator | Certificate to a person who has conpl et ed

30 credits of approved study in the form of senester

hours, conti nui ng educati on units, conti nui ng

pr of essi onal devel opnent units, or any conbi nation of

t hese. A certified t eacher or ot her li censed

prof essional staff nenber nust directly supervise the

instructional and non-instructional duties of a person
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hol di ng a Paraeducator | Certificate. This certificate

hol der nay assist the certified teacher or other |icensed

prof essi onal staff menber in any of the foll owi ng ways:

(A) By reviewing and reinforcing previously

i ntroduced | earni nqg.

(B) By assi sting in preparation of

i nstructional and non-instructional nmaterial s.

(C) By assisting in student supervision.

(D) By provi di ng cl assroom managenent

functi ons.

(2) The State Board of Education nmay issue a

Par aeducator Il Certificate to a person who has conpl et ed

60 credits of approved study in the form of senester

hours, conti nui ng educat i on units, conti nui ng

pr of essi onal devel opnent units, or any conbi nation of

t hese. A certified t eacher or ot her li censed

prof essional staff nenber nust directly supervise a

person holding a Paraeducator |1 Certificate. Thi s

certificate holder may assist the certified teacher or

other licensed professional staff nenber in any of the

foll owi ng ways, in addition to t hose listed in

subdi vision (1) of this subsection (b):

(A) By introducing new | earning, which nust be

pr epl anned in collaboration wth the certified

teacher or other |licensed professional staff menber.

(B) By assisting with student instruction.

(C By assisting wth nmoni tori ng st udent

assessnent.

(D By performng short-terminstruction and

cl assroom nanagenent activities.

(3) The State Board of Education nmay issue a

Par aeducator IIll Certificate to a person who has

conpleted 90 <credits of approved study in the form of

senmester hours, continuing education units, continuing
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pr of essi onal devel opnent units, or any conbi nation of

t hese. A certified t eacher or ot her li censed

prof essional staff nenber nust directly supervise a

person holding a Paraeducator 111 Certificate. Thi s

certificate holder nmy assist the certified teacher or

other |licensed professional staff nenber in any of the

foll owi ng ways, in addi ti on to those listed in

subdi visions (1) and (2) of this subsection (b):

(A) By neeting with the certified teacher or

other licensed professional staff nenber to receive

instruction or direction on a reqular basis.

(B) By assisting the certified teacher or

other |icensed pr of essi onal staff menber in

maintaining the physical integrity of the | earning

envi r onnent .

(C) By assisting with parental contact.

(D) By supervising and docunenting student

i nstruction, behavior, and achi evenent.

(4 The State Board of Education may issue a

Paraeducator |V Certificate to a person who has a

bachel or' s degr ee. The holder of a Paraeducator |V

Certificate may assist a certified teacher or other

li censed professional staff nenber in any of the ways

listed in subdivisions (1), (2), and (3) of this

subsection (b). This certificate holder nust have all of

the following abilities:

(A) The ability to notivate and assist wth

non-supervi sed student instruction.

(B) The ability to plan, prepare, and nodify

| esson pl ans, denonstrating an awar eness of

diversity anong t he chil dren, fanm li es, and

col | eagues with whom the person worKks.

(C The ability to provide non- supervi sed

i ndi vi dual and group instruction.
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(D) The ability to use problemsolving and

other skills to function as an effective nenber of

the instructional team

(c) A paraeducation certificate is valid for 5 years. A

person nust apply to the State Board of Educati on through the

regi onal superintendent of schools to receive or renew a

par aeducator certificate or to have t he certificate

recl assifi ed. An initial certificate may not be issued or

renewed until the applicant pays a $25 fee to the State Board

of Educati on. A certificate holder nust mai nt ai n an

accumul ati ve portfolio of his or her work in a form

deternined jointly by the State Teacher Certification Board

and the State Board of Educati on.

(d) The State Board of Education shall establish a

par aeducat or advi sory committee consisting of 11 nenbers, 6

of whom nust be paraeducators. The par aeducat or nenbers

shall be selected by the Illinois Education Association and

the Illinois Federation of Teachers in proportion to each

group' s paraeducator nenbership in all school districts,

excl udi ng a school district organized under Article 34 of

this Code. The committee shall recommend to the State Board

of Education (i) quidelines and rul es necessary to inpl enent

t he paraeducator certification program (ii) quidelines for

par aeducat or education, and (iii) experience requirenents for

car eer advancenent.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect July
1, 2001.
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