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AN ACT in relation to vehicles.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Vehicle Code is anmended by

changi ng Sections 15-102 and 15-107 as foll ows:

(625 ILCS 5/15-102) (from Ch. 95 1/2, par. 15-102)

Sec. 15-102. Wdth of Vehicles.

(a) Except as otherw se provided in this Section or this
Code, the total outside width of any vehicle or |Ioad thereon
shal | not exceed 8 feet.

(a-1) The total outside width of a recreational vehicle

as defined in Section 1-169 nay exceed 8 feet 6 inches by no

nore than 6 inches on one side of the vehicle if the excess

width is attributable to appurtenances, including retracted

(b) Except during those tinmes when, due to insufficient
light or unfavorable atnospheric conditions, persons and
vehicles on the highway are not clearly discernible at a
di stance of 1000 feet, the follow ng vehicles nay exceed the
8 feet Ilimtation during the period froma half hour before
sunrise to a half hour after sunset:

(1) Loads of hay, straw or other simlar farm
products provided that the load is not nore than 12 feet
wi de.

(2) Inplenments of husbandry being transported on
anot her vehicle and the transporting vehicle while
| oaded.

The fol |l ow ng requi renents apply to t he
transportation on another vehicle of an inplenent of
husbandry wider than 8 feet 6 inches on the National

System of Interstate and Defense H ghways or other
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hi ghways in the system of State highways:

(A) The driver of a vehicle transporting an
i npl enent of husbandry that exceeds 8 feet 6 inches
in width shall obey all traffic laws and shall check
the roadways prior to making a novenment in order to
ensure that adequate clearance is available for the
nmovenment . It is prim facie evidence that the
driver of a vehicle transporting an inplenment of
husbandry has failed to check the roadway prior to
maki ng a novenent if the vehicle is involved in a
collision wth a bridge, overpass, fixed structure,
or properly placed traffic control device or if the

vehicle blocks traffic due to its 1inability to

proceed because of a bridge, over pass, fixed
structure, or properly placed traffic control
devi ce.

(B) Flags shall be displayed so as to wave
freely at the extremties of overw dth objects and
at the extrene ends of all protrusions, projections,
and overhangs. Al flags shall be clean, bright red
flags wth no advertising, wording, enblem or
insignia inscribed upon themand at | east 18 inches
squar e.

(© "OVERSI ZE LOAD' signs are nmandatory on the
front and rear of all vehicles with | oads over 10
feet wide. These signs nust have 12-inch high black
letters with a 2-inch stroke on a yellow sign that
is 7 feet wide by 18 inches high.

(D) One civilian escort vehicle is required
for a load that exceeds 14 feet 6 inches in wdth
and 2 civilian escort vehicles are required for a
| oad that exceeds 16 feet in wdth on the National
System of Interstate and Defense H ghways or ot her

hi ghways in the system of State highways.
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(E) The requirenents for a civilian escort

vehicle and driver are as foll ows:

(1) The civilian escort vehicle shall be
a passenger car or a second division vehicle
not exceeding a gross vehicle weight of 8,000
pounds that is designed to afford clear and
unobstructed vision to both front and rear.

(2) The escort vehicle driver nust be
properly licensed to operate the vehicle.

(3) Wiile in use, the escort vehicle nust

be equi pped W th illum nated rotating,
oscil I ating, or flashing anber |lights or
fl ashing anber strobe |ights nounted on top

that are of sufficient intensity to be visible
at 500 feet in normal sunlight.

(4) "OVERSIZE LOAD' signs are mandatory
on all escort vehicles. The sign on an escort
vehi cl e shall have 8-inch high black letters on
a yellow sign that is 5 feet wide by 12 inches
hi gh.

(5) \When only one escort vehicle is
required and it 1is operating on a two-lane
hi ghway, t he escort vehicle shall trave
approxi mately 300 feet ahead of the | oad. The
rotating, oscillating, or flashing lights or
fl ashing anber strobe lights and an "OVERSIZE
LOAD' sign shall be displayed on the escort
vehicle and shall be visible from the front.
When only one escort vehicle is required and it
is operating on a multilane divided hi ghway,
the escort vehicle shall travel approximtely
300 feet behind the load and the sign and
lights shall be visible fromthe rear

(6) When 2 escort vehicles are required,
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one escort shall travel approximtely 300 feet

ahead of the |oad and the second escort shal

travel approximtely 300 feet behind the | oad.

The rotating, oscillating, or flashing |ights

or fl ashi ng anber strobe lights and an

"OVERSI ZE LOAD' sign shall be displayed on the

escort vehicles and shall be visible fromthe

front on the |ead escort and fromthe rear on
the trailing escort.

(7) Wen traveling wthin the corporate
l[imts of a nunicipality, the escort vehicle
shall maintain a reasonabl e and proper distance
from the oversize | oad, consistent wth
existing traffic conditions.

(8) A separate escort shall be provided
for each | oad haul ed.

(9) The driver of an escort vehicle shal
obey all traffic | aws.

(10) The escort vehicle nust be in safe
oper ati onal condition.

(11) The driver of the wescort vehicle
must be in radio contact with the driver of the
vehicle carrying the oversize | oad.

(F) A transport vehicle while under |oad of
nmore than 8 feet 6 inches in width nust be equipped
W th an illumnated rotating, oscillating, or
flashing anber light or lights or a flashing anber
strobe light or lights nounted on the top of the cab
that are of sufficient intensity to be visible at
500 feet in normal sunlight. |If the load on the
transport vehicle blocks the visibility of the anber
lighting from the rear of the vehicle, the vehicle
must al so be equi pped with an illumnated rotating,

oscillating, or flashing anber light or lights or a
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fl ashing anber strobe light or |ights nounted on the
rear of the load that are of sufficient intensity to
be visible at 500 feet in normal sunlight.

(G \VWhen a flashing anber light is required on
the transport vehicle under load and it is operating
on a two-lane highway, the transport vehicle shal
di spl ay to t he rear at |east one rotating,
oscillating, or flashing light or a flashing anber
strobe light and an "OVERSIZE LOAD' sign. When a
flashing anber light is required on the transport
vehi cl e under load and it 1is operating on a
mul til ane divided highway, the sign and |ight shal
be visible fromthe rear.

(H Maximum speed shall be 45 mles per hour
on all such noves or 5 mles per hour above the
posted mnimum speed |imt, whichever is greater,
but the vehicle shall not at any tine exceed the
post ed maxi num speed [imt.

(3) Portable bui I di ngs designed and wused for
agricultural and livestock raising operations that are

not nore than 14 feet wide and with not nore than a 1

foot overhang along the left side of the hauling vehicle.

However, the buildings shall not be transported nore than

10 mles and not on any route that is part of the

Nati onal System of Interstate and Defense H ghways.

Al buildings when being transported shall display at
least 2 red cloth flags, not less than 12 inches square,
mounted as high as practicable on the left and right side of
t he buil di ng.

A State Police escort shall be required if it 1is
necessary for this load to use part of the left |ane when
crossing any 2 laned State highway bridge.

(c) Vehicles propelled by electric power obtained from

overhead trolley wires operated wholly within the corporate
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limts of a municipality are also exenpt fromthe width
[imtation.

(d) Exenptions are also granted to vehicles designed for
the carrying of nore than 10 persons wunder the follow ng
condi ti ons:

(1) (Blank);

(2) Wen operated within any public transportation
service with the approval of Ilocal authorities or an
appropriate public body authorized by I|aw to provide
public transportation. Any vehicle so operated may be 8
feet 6 inches in width; or

(3) Wien a county engineer or superintendent of
hi ghways, after giving due consideration to the nass
transportation needs of the area and to the width and
condition of the road, has determ ned that the operation
of buses wider than 8 feet will not pose an undue safety
hazard on a particular county or township road segnent,
he or she may authorize buses not to exceed 8 feet 6
inches in width on any hi ghway under that engineer's or
superintendent's jurisdiction.

(e) A vehicle and load traveling wupon the National
Systemof Interstate and Defense H ghways or any other
highway in the system of State highways that has been
designated as a Cass | or dass Il highway by t he
Department, or any street or highway designated by |ocal
authorities or road district conm ssioners, may have a total
outside wdth of 8 feet 6 inches, provided that certain
safety devices that the Departnent determ nes as necessary
for the safe and efficient operation of notor vehicles shal
not be included in the cal cul ati on of w dth.

Vehi cl es operating under this paragraph (e) shall have
access for a distance of one highway mle to or froma d ass
| highway on any street or highway, unless there is a sign

prohi biting the access, or 5 highway mles to or froma C ass
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| or Il highway on a street or highway included in the system
of State highways and upon any street or hi ghway desi gnated
by | ocal authorities or road district conm ssioners, wthout
additional fees, to points of |oading and unloading and to
facilities for food, fuel, repairs and rest. In addition, any
trailer or semtrailer not exceeding 28 feet 6 inches in
length, that was originally in conbination wth a truck
tractor, and all household goods carriers, when operating
under paragraph (e), shall have access to points of |oading
and unl oadi ng.

Section 5-35 of the Illinois Adm nistrative Procedure Act
relating to procedures for rul emaking shall not apply to the
desi gnation of highways under this paragraph (e).

(f) Mrrors required by Section 12-502 of this Code and
other safety devices identified by the Departnent may project
up to 14 inches beyond each side of a bus and up to 6 inches
beyond each side of any other vehicle, and that projection
shal |l not be deenmed a violation of the width restrictions of
this Section.

(g0 Any person who is convicted of violating this
Section is subject to the penalty as provided in paragraph
(b) of Section 15-113.

(Source: P.A 90-14, eff. 7-1-97; 91-780, eff. 6-9-00.)

(625 ILCS 5/15-107) (from Ch. 95 1/2, par. 15-107)
Sec. 15-107. Length of vehicles.

(a) Unless otherwwse provided for in this Code, no

singl e vehi cl e, wth or wthout I|oad, other than a
semtrailer that is not a housetrailer, shall exceed an
overall length of 42 feet.

(a-1) A notor home as defined in Section 1-145.01 may be

up to 45 feet in length, not i ncluding energy absorbing

bumpers. The length limtations described in this subsection

(a-1) shall be exclusive of safety and energy conservati on
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devi ces, such as rear view mrrors, turn signals, narker

| anps, steps and handholds for entry and egress, flexible

f ender extensions, bunpers, nudflaps and splash and spray

suppressant devices, |oad-induced tire bulge, refriqgeration

units or air conpressors and other devices, that t he

Departnment nmy interpret as necessary for safe and efficient

operation; except that no device excluded under this

subsection (a-1) shall have by its design or use the

capability to carry cargo.

(b) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (f) and
unl ess otherwi se provided in this Code, no truck tractor and
semtrailer, unladen or with | oad, except a semtrailer other
than a house trailer, shall exceed a |I|ength of 55 feet
extrenme overall dinension, except that the conbination when
specially designed to transport notor vehicles may have a
length of 60 feet extrene overall dinension, subject to those
exceptions and special rules otherwse stated in this Code.
No ot her conbination of vehicles, unladen or wth | oad, shal
exceed a length of 60 feet extrene overall dinension.

(c) A truck tractor semtrailer may draw one trailer, or
a converter dolly, or a vehicle that 1is special nobile
equi pnent if the extrene |ength of the conbination does not
exceed 60 feet, and a truck in transit may draw 3 trucks in
transit coupled together by the triple saddlenount nethod.
Except as otherwi se provided, no other conbinations of
vehicles coupled together shall <consist of nore than 2
vehicles. For the purposes of this paragraph, a towdolly
that nerely serves as substitute wheels for another legally
licensed vehicle will be considered part of the vehicle and

not as a separate vehicle.

Vehi cl es in conbi nat i on, whet her bei ng oper at ed
intrastate or interstate, shall be operated and towed in
conpliance wth all requirenents of Feder al H ghway

Adm nistration, Title 49, C. F. R, Mtor Carrier Safety
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Regul ations, pertaining to coupling devices and t ow ng
met hods and all other equi pnent safety requirenments set forth
in the regul ati ons.

(c-1) A recreational vehicle as defined in Section 1-169

may t ow another vehicle if the total length of the

conbi nati on of vehicles does not exceed 65 feet. The length

limtations described in this subsection (c-1) shall be

excl usi ve of safety and energy conservati on devices, such as

rear view mnmirrors, turn signals, nmarker |anps, steps and

handhol ds for entry and eqress, flexible fender extensions,

bumpers, nudflaps and splash and spray suppressant devices,

| oad-i nduced tire bulge, refrigeration units or air

conpressors and other devices, that the Departnent nay

interpret as necessary for safe and efficient operation;

except that no device excluded under this subsection (c-1)

shal | have by its design or use the capability to carry

(d) Notw thstandi ng any other provisions of this Code,

there is no overall length limtation on notor vehicles
operating in truck tractor-semtrailer or truck
tractor-semtrailer-trailer conbi nat i ons, except t hat

maxi - cube conbi nations as defined in this Section, and a
conbi nation of vehicles specifically designed to transport
not or vehicles or boats, shall not exceed 65 feet overal

length, and provided that a stinger steered conbination of
vehi cl es specifically designed to transport notor vehicles or
boats and a truck in transit transporting 3 trucks coupled
together by the triple saddl enount nethod shall not exceed 75
feet overall length, with the length limtations inclusive of
front and rear bunpers but exclusive of the overhang of the
transported vehicles as provided for in paragraph (i) of this
Section, upon the National Systemof Interstate and Defense
H ghways or any other highways in the system of State

hi ghways that have been designated Cass | highways by the
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Department or any street or highway designated by |ocal
authorities or road district conm ssioners; provided that the
length of the semtrailer wunit, wunladen or wth |oad,
operated in a truck tractor-semtrailer conbination shall not
exceed 53 feet and the distance between the kingpin and the
center of the rear axle of a semtrailer |onger than 48 feet
shal |l not exceed 45 feet, 6 inches; and provided that the
length of any semitrailer or trailer, unladen or with | oad,
operated in a truck tractor-semtrailer-trailer conbination
shall not exceed 28 feet 6 inches.

The Ilength Ilimtations described in this paragraph (d)
shal | be exclusive of safety and energy conservati on devices,
such as rear view mrrors, turn signals, marker |anps, steps
and handhol ds for entry and egress, flexible fender
ext ensi ons, bunpers, mudf | aps and spl ash and spr ay
suppressant devices, |oad-induced tire bulge, refrigeration
units or air conpressors and other devices, that t he
Departnent nay interpret as necessary for safe and efficient
operation; except that no device excluded under this
paragraph shall have by its design or use the capability to
carry cargo.

Vehi cl es operating under this paragraph (d) shall have
access for a distance of one highway mle to or froma d ass
| highway on any street or highway, unless there is a sign
prohibiting the access, or 5 highway mles on a street or
hi ghway in the system of State hi ghways, and upon any street
or highway designated, wthout additional fees, by |ocal
authorities or road district commssioners, to points of
| oading and unloading and facilities for food, fuel, repairs
and rest. Household goods carriers shall have access to
poi nts of | oading and unl oadi ng.

Section 5-35 of the Illinois Adm nistrative Procedure Act
relating to procedures for rul emaking shall not apply to the

desi gnation of highways under this paragraph (d).
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(e) In addition to the designation of highways under
paragraph (d) the Departnent nmay designate other streets or
hi ghways in the system of State highways as Cass |
hi ghways. Notw thstanding any other provisions of this Code,
effective June 1, 1996 there is no overall length I|imtation
on notor vehicles operating in truck tractor-semtrailer
conbi nations operating upon designated Cass |1 highways,
provided the length of the semtrailer unit, unladen or with
| oad, operated in a truck tractor-semtrailer conbination
shal |l not exceed 53 feet and the di stance between the kingpin
and the center of the rear axle of a semtrailer |onger than
48 feet shall not exceed 45 feet, 6 inches. A truck
tractor-semtrailer-trailer conbi nati on may be operated

provi ded that the wheel base between the front axle and rear

axle shall not exceed 65 feet and the Ilength of any
semtrailer or trailer, unladen or wth | oad, in a
conbi nati on shall not exceed 28 feet 6 1inches. Local

authorities and road district comm ssioners with respect to
streets and highways wunder their jurisdiction, may al so by
ordi nance or resolution allowthe length limtations of this
par agraph (e).

A maxi-cube conbination, a truck in transit transporting
3 trucks coupl ed together by the triple saddl enount nethod,
and a conbination of vehicles specifically designed to
transport motor vehicles or boats nay operate on the
desi gnated streets or highways provided the overall Iength
shal | not exceed 65 feet, and provided that a stinger steered
conbi nation of vehicles specifically designed to transport
not or vehicles or boats shall not exceed 75 feet overal
length, wth the length limtations inclusive of front and
rear bunpers but exclusive of the overhang of the transported
vehi cl es as provided for in paragraph (i) of this Section.

The length limtations described in this paragraph (e)

shal | be exclusive of safety and energy conservati on devices,
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such as rear viewmrrors, turn signals, marker |anps, steps
and handholds for entry and egr ess, flexible f ender
ext ensi ons, bunpers, mudf | aps and spl ash and spray
suppressant devices, |oad-induced tire bulge, refrigeration
units or air conpressors and other devices, that the
Departnent may interpret as necessary for safe and efficient
oper ati on; except that no device excluded wunder this
paragraph shall have by its design or use the capability to
carry cargo.

Vehicl es operating under this paragraph (e) shall have
access for a distance of 5 highway mles on a street or
hi ghway in the system of State highways, and upon any street
or highway designated by |ocal authorities or road district
commi ssioners, to points of |loading and unloading and to

facilities for food, fuel, repairs and rest. Household goods

carriers shal | have access to points of [|oading and
unl oadi ng.
Section 5-35 of the Illinois Adm nistrative Procedure Act

relating to procedures for rul emaking shall not apply to the
desi gnation of highways under this paragraph (e).

(f) On any street or highway in the systemof State
hi ghways that has not been designated by the Departnent under
paragraph (d) or (e), the wheel base between the front axle
and the rear axle in a truck tractor-semtrailer conbination
shal | not exceed 55 feet or, effective June 1, 1996, no truck
tractor and semtrailer, unladen or wth |load, except a
semtrailer other than a house trailer, shall exceed a length
of 65 feet between extrene overall dinensions, the | ength of
the semtrailer, unladen or with |oad, shall not exceed 53
feet and the distance between the kingpin and the center of
the rear axle of a semtrailer |longer than 48 feet shall not
exceed 42 feet, 6 inches. On any street or highway in the
State system of hi ghways that has not been designated by the

Depar t ment under par agr aph (d) or (e), no truck
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tractor-semtrailer-trailer conbination shall exceed a |length
of 60 feet extreme overall dinension.

(g) Length Ilimtations in the preceding subsections of
this Section 15-107 shall not apply to vehicles operated in
the daytinme, except on Saturdays, Sundays or |egal holidays,
when transporting poles, pipe, machinery or other objects of
a structural nature that cannot readily be di snmenbered, nor
to vehicles transporting those objects operated on Saturdays,
Sundays or |egal holidays or at nighttinme by a public utility
when required for energency repair of public service
facilities or properties, but in respect to the night
operation every vehicle and the l|oad thereon shall be
equi pped wth a sufficient nunber of clearance |anps on both
sides and marker |lanps wupon the extrene ends of any
projecting load to clearly mark the di nensions of the |oad,
provi ded that the overall length of vehicle and |oad shal
not exceed 100 feet and no object exceeding 80 feet in length
shall be transported, except by a public wutility when
required for energency repairs, unless a permt has first
been obtai ned as authorized in Section 15-301. A conbination
of wvehicles, including a tow truck and a di sabled vehicle or
di sabl ed conbi nation of vehicles, that exceeds the Ilength
restriction inposed by this Code, nmay be operated on a public
highway in this State upon the follow ng conditions:

(1) The tow ng vehicle nmust be:

a. specifically designed as a tow truck having
a gross vehicle weight rating of at |east 18, 000
I bs. and equi pped with air brakes;

b. equi pped wth fl ashi ng, rotating or
oscillating anber lights, visible for a least 500
feet in all directions; and

c. capable of wutilizing the Ilighting and
braki ng systens of t he di sabl ed vehi cl e or

conbi nati on of vehicl es.
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(2) The towi ng of vehicles on the highways of this

State shall not exceed 50 mles fromthe initial point of

wreck or disablenment. Any additional novenent of the

vehicles shall only occur upon issuance of authorization

for that novenent under the provisions of Section 15-301

t hrough 15-319 of this Chapter.

The Departnent nmay by rule or regulation prescribe
additional requirenments regarding length [imtations for a
tow truck tow ng anot her vehicle.

For the purpose of this subsection, gross vehicle weight
rating, or GWR, shall nean the value specified by the
manuf acturer as the | oaded weight of the tow truck. Legal
holidays referred to in this Section shall be specified as
the day on which the followng traditional holidays are
cel ebr at ed:

New Year's Day;

Menori al Day;

| ndependence Day;

Labor Day;

Thanksgi vi ng Day; and

Chri stmas Day.

(h) The Iload wupon any vehicle operated alone, or the
| oad upon the front vehicle of a conbination of vehicles,
shall not extend nore than 3 feet beyond the front wheel s of
the vehicle or the front bunper of the wvehicle if it 1is
equi pped with a front bunper. The provisions of this
subsection (h) shall not apply to any vehicle or conbination
of vehicles specifically designed for the collection and
transportation of waste, garbage, or recyclable materials
during the vehicle's operation in the course of collecting
gar bage, waste, or recyclable materials if the vehicle 1is
traveling at a speed not in excess of 15 mles per hour
during the vehicle's operation and in the cour se of

col l ecting garbage, waste, or recyclable materials. However,
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in no instance shall the |load extend nore than 7 feet beyond
the front wheels of the vehicle or the front bunper of the
vehicle if it is equipped with a front bunper.

(1) The 1load upon the front vehicle of a conbination of
vehicles specifically designed to transport notor vehicles
shal |l not extend nore than 3 feet beyond the forenbst part of
t he transporting vehicle and the load upon the rear
transporting vehicle shall not extend nore than 4 feet beyond
the rear of the bed or body of the vehicle. This paragraph
shal | only be applicable upon highways designated in
paragraphs (d) and (e) of this Section.

(j) Articulated vehicles conprised of 2 sections,
neither of which exceeds a length of 42 feet, designed for
the carrying of nore than 10 persons, nmay be up to 60 feet in
| ength, not including energy absorbing bunpers, provided that
t he vehicles are:

1. operated by or for any public body or notor
carrier aut hori zed by law to provi de public
transportation services; or

2. operated in local public transportation service
by any other person and the municipality in which the
service is to be provided approved the operation of the
vehi cl e.

(j-1) Charter or regulated route buses nmay be up to 45
feet in length, not including energy absorbing bunpers.

(k) Any person who is convicted of wviolating this
Section is subject to the penalty as provided in paragraph
(b) of Section 15-113.

(') A conbination of 3 vehicles not to exceed 60 feet
overall length may be operated on the highways of the State,
provided that the vehicles neet the foll ow ng requirenents:

(1) The towing vehicle is a properly registered
vehicle <capable of towing another vehicle using a

fifth-wheel type assenbly.
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(2) The second vehicle in the conbination of
vehicl es shall be a recreational vehicle that is towed by
a fifth-wheel assenbly. This vehicle shall be properly
registered and be equipped wth brakes regardless of
wei ght .

(3) The third vehicle shall be the lightest of the
3 vehicles and be a trailer or sem-trailer designed or
used for transporting a boat, all-terrain vehi cl e,
personal watercraft, or notorcycle.

(4) The towed vehicles may only be for the use of
t he operator of the tow ng vehicle.

(5) Al vehicles shall be properly equipped wth
operating brakes and safety equipnent required by this
Code, except the additional br ake requi r enent in

par agraph (2) above.

(Source: P.A 89-219, eff. 1-1-96; 89-434, eff. 6-1-96;
89- 626, eff. 8-9-96; 90-89, eff. 1-1-98; 90-147, eff.
7-23-97; 90-407, eff. 8-15-97; 90-655, eff. 7-30-98.)
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