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AN ACT concerni ng tel econmuni cati ons.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Public Uilities Act is anended by

changing Section 13-301.1 as foll ows:

(220 I'LCS 5/13-301.1) (fromCh. 111 2/3, par. 13-301.1)

Sec. 13-301.1. Universal Telephone Service Assistance
Pr ogr am

(a) The Comm ssion shall by rule or regulation establish
a Universal Telephone Service Assistance Programfor |ow
inconme residential customers. The program shall provide for a
reduction of access line charges, a reduction of connection
charges, or any other alternative to increase accessibility
to tel ephone service that the Comm ssion deens advisable
subject to the availability of funds for the program as
provided in subsection (d)¢{b). The Commi ssi on shal
establish eligibility requirenents for benefits under the
pr ogr am

(b) The Commission shall adopt rules providing for

enhanced enrollnment for eligible consuners to recei ve

lifeline service. Enhanced enrollnment may include, but is

not limted to, joint marketing, joint application, or joint

pr ocessi ng with the LowIncone Hone Energy Assistance

Program the Medicaid program or the Food Stanp program

The Departnment of Human Services, the Departnent of Public

Ald, and the Departnment of Commerce and Community Affairs,

upon request of the Commi ssion, shall assist in the adoption

and i npl enentati on of those rules. The Commission and the

Departnment of Hunman Services, the Departnent of Public Aid,

and the Department of Commerce and Conmunity Affairs nay

ent er into nenpranda of understanding establishing the
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respective duties of the Comm ssion and the Departnents in

relati on to enhanced enrol |l nent.

(c) In this Section, "lifeline service" neans a retai

local service offering described by 47 C FE.R Secti on

54.401(a), as amended.

(d) €b) The Commi ssi on shal | require by rule or
regul ation that each teleconmunications carrier providing
| ocal exchange t el ecommuni cati ons services notify its
custoners that if the custoner wi shes to participate in the
fundi ng of the Universal Tel ephone Service Assistance Program
he may do so by electing to contribute, on a nonthly basis, a
fixed anount that will be included in the custoner's nonthly
bill. The custoner may cease contributing at any tinme upon
providing notice to the tel econmunications carrier providing

| ocal exchange tel ecommuni cati ons services. The notice shal

state that any contribution made wll not reduce the
custoner's bill for tel ecomunications services. Failure to
remt the anount of increased paynment wll reduce the
contribution accordingly. The Comm ssion shall specify the

monthly fixed amount or anobunts that custoners wshing to
contribute to the funding of the Universal Tel ephone Service
Assi stance Program nmay choose from in maeki ng their
contri butions. Every tel econmunications carrier providing
| ocal exchange tel ecommuni cations services shall remt the
anounts contributed in accordance wth the terns of the
Uni versal Tel ephone Service Assistance Program

(Source: P.A 87-750; 90-372, eff. 7-1-98.)
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