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To the Honorabl e Menbers of the
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92nd General Assenbly

| am please to sign House Bill 2900, a neasure which
returns the State of Illinois to the forefront of cutting
edge regul ati on of tel econmunications technol ogy. Because soO
many changes have swept the marketplace since Illinois" |ast
| andmark effort, the inportance of the General Assenbly's
efforts, and those of industry and consuner organi zations,
cannot be overstat ed.

House Bill 2900 makes broad changes in how Illinois wll
govern the rapidly changing tel econmunications marketpl ace.
House and Senate commttee nmenbers assigned to produce a
conprehensive telecommunications rewite put in untold hours
fo work and negotiation and should be congratulated for their
efforts.

The policy goals of the legislation are clear:

1. to ensure t he w dest availability of
t el ecomuni cations services at a reasonable cost for
residential users;

2. to encourage conpetition in the residential nmarket,
and to declare the business nmarket conpetitive;

3. to help bridge the digital divide;

4. to spur substantial investnent in tel econmunications
infrastructure in Illinois.

House Bill 2900 cont ai ns numer ous pr o- consuner
provi si ons, which include:

1 enhancenents in the ability to oversee and address
abuses of slamm ng, jamm ng and cramm ng vi ol ati ons;

2 new service qual ity st andar ds t hat al
t el ecomruni cati ons conpani es nust abi de by;

3. significantly increased enforcenent and penal ty
powers given to the Illinois Conrerce Comm ssion

4 required deploynent of advanced tel ecommunications
services on a gradual yet consistent basis throughout
I111nois;

5. new provisions which wll further enhance t he
conpetitive activity in the residential markets.

To be frank, u
others will wi ther. |
tel ecominvestnent in |
be well served and ||

nless this last goal is achieved, the
f we can achieve the greatest possible
Ilinois, our residential consunmer wll
[

nois will be an attractive place for

busi nesses to |ocate and expand. Subst ant i al t el ecom

investment wll nean jobs for Illinoisans in a fast grow ng
i ndustry.

Sone have expressed fears that House Bill 2900 may

encourage new tel ecomoperations to sinply buy technol ogy and
services from existing conpanies and resell them wthout
maki ng their own investnents in technology and jobs in our
State. | Dbelieve the Illinois Comrerce Conmm ssion should be
vigilant in its enforcenent of the Act to ensure substantial
investnment by all tel econmunication conpanies desiring to do
business in our State. If entering conpanies are led to
believe that they can prosper sinply by "picking off" prinme
services fromother carriers, perhaps at or below cost, then
I[I'linois wll have deprived itself of rational telecom
regul ation and di scour aged, rat her t han encour aged,
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investnment in technology and jobs in this State.

| chose to sign House Bill 2900 in Hunbol dt Park, which
is one of six Illinois Wrkforce Advantage communities. In
these IWA comunities, the State coordinates our financi al
and organizational efforts to nake neasurable, positive
changes in the lives of the people in these comunities.

Casa Central, the location for the bill signing, is an
active nenber of the Hunbol dt Park Enpowernent Partnership,
and will be receiving a State of Illinois "Elimnate the

Digital Di vi de" grant of $49,824 to replace obsolete
equi prent that it now uses in its technology center. One of
the nost inportant parts of House Bill 2900 is an additional
$30 mllion, available for future digital divide grants that
can help people throughout the State and at prograns |ike
Casa Central.

| believe that House Bill 2900 represents an extrenely
positive step forward. As the tel econmunications industry
continues to evolve, | would urge both the General Assenbly
and the Illinois Comerce Conm ssion to carefully nonitor

i npl enentation of this Act. The 1CC and GA should also
nmonitor Federal action comng fromeither Congress or the
Federal Communi cati ons Comm ssi on.

The conpl ex goal of House Bill 2900 is to sinmultaneously
encourage conpetition in both the business and residenti al
mar kets, while continuing to protect consuners in cases where

the market still may not be mature or functioning properly. |
hope to see continued investnents, in both new and existing
t echnol ogi es t hat wi || i nprove the teleconmunications
infrastructure in Illinois.

House Bill 2900 also attenpts to not get in the way of
new technologies that <could energe in the years ahead. The
sponsors of the bill wsely set a short sunset date for the
new act of July 1, 2005, as | amcertain this field wll
continue to undergo rapid changes that necessitate further
revisions in how telecomrunications are regulated. To
adequately inplenent this new |law, careful attention nust be
paid to the real world inpact on all parties, including
residential consuners, businesses (large and snall), and the
t el ecomuni cations conpanies that ultimtely nmust respond in
the appropriate manner to keep Illinois on the cutting edge
of state tel ecommunications regul ati ons.

| strongly wurge all of the organi zations that had sone
stake in crafting this bill to pull together and nake this
work for all of the citizens in |Illinois. As with al
conplex, nmulti-party negotiations, no side got everything it
wanted but the conbined result should serve the people of
IIlinois well in the four vyears wuntil the process of
review ng our |aws starts again.

Al in all, this | egi sl ation IS a significant
achievenent. It 1is the nation's nost inportant advance in
telecomregulation for the 21st century and I am pleased to
signit.

Wth these comments | have approved House Bill 2900.
Si ncerely,

s/ GEORGE H. RYAN
Gover nor


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


