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AN ACT concerni ng hi gher educati on.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The MNursing Education Scholarship Law is
anended by changing Sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, and 10 as

foll ows:

(110 ILCS 975/2) (from Ch. 144, par. 2752)

Sec. 2. Legislative finding and declaration of policy.
The General Assenbly finds and hereby declares that the
provision of a higher education leading to an associate
degree in ef nursing, an associate degree in of applied

sciences in nursing, a hospital-based diploma in hespttal

based nursing, program-diplona;--conpletion-of-a-practieal
nur st ng- educat t on- program --and a baccal aureate degree in

nursing, or a certificate in practical nursing for persons of

this State who desire such an education is inportant to the
health, welfare and security of this State and Nation, and
consequently 1is an inportant public purpose. Many qualified
and potential nurses are deterred by financial considerations
from pursuing their nursing education, wth consequent
irreparable loss to the State and Nation of talents vital to
health, welfare and security. A system of schol arshi ps,
repaynent of which may be excused if the individual is

enpl oyed as a regi stered praetiees professional nurse nurstng

or a licensed practical nurse nursing after obtaining an

associate degree in nursing, associate degree in eof applied

sciences in nursing, of hospital -based diploma in eonpleting

a---praettieal---nurstng- - educatt on- - pr ogr am - - hospi t al - - based
nursing, preogram-diplorn;--of--a baccalaureate degree in

nursing, or certificate in practical nursing, wll enable
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their choice in the State, public or private.

(Source: P.A 89-237, eff. 8-4-95.)

(110 ILCS 975/3) (from Ch. 144, par. 2753)

Sec. 3. Definitions.

The following terns, whenever used or referred to, have
the follow ng neanings except where the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se:

(1) "Board" neans the Board of Hi gher Education created
by the Board of Hi gher Education Act.

(2) "Departnent” neans the Illinois Departnment of Public
Heal t h.

(3) "Approved institution" nmeans a public comunity

coll ege, private junior college, hospital-based diploma in

hespttal--based nursing program or public or private coll ege
or university located in this State that whieh has Nattonal
League---for---Nurstng---acereditatton--or approval by the
Departnent of Professional Regulation for an the associate
degree pregram Iin nursing program associate degree in of

applied sciences in nursing program hospital -based diplona

in hespttal--based nursing program dtplera, baccal aureate

degree in_ nursing program or certificate in practical

nur si ng edueatton program of - net -} ess-than- one- acadent €-year;
or - baeccal aur eat e- degr ee- | n- Aur st ng.

(4) "Baccal aureate degree in nursing progrant neans a
program offered by an approved institution and |leading to a
bachel or of science degree in nursing.

(5 "Enrollnment” nmeans the establishnent and nai nt enance
of an individual's status as a student in an approved
institution, regardless of the ternms used at the institution
to describe such status.

(6) "Academc vyear" neans the period of tine from

Septenber 1 of one year through August 31 of the next year or

as otherw se defined by the acadenmic institution.
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(7) "Associate degree in nur si ng program or

hospital -based diploma in nursing hespttal-based progrant

means a program offered by an approved institution and
leading to an the associate degree in eof nursing, associate

degree in of applied sciences in nursing, or hospital-based

di pl oma i n nursing hespttal-based- nur st ng- pr ogr am di pl ona.

(8 "Director" means the Director of the Illinois
Departnent of Public Health.

(9) "Accepted for adnmssion" neans a st udent has

conpleted the requirenents for entry into an associ ate degree

in nursing program associate degree in applied sciences in

nursi ng program hospital -based diploma in nursing program

baccal aureate degree in nursing program or certificate in

practical nursing program at an approved institution, as

docunented by the institution.

(10) "Fees" neans those nandatory charges, in addition

to tuition, that all enrolled students nust pay, including

requi red course or |ab fees.

(11) "Full-tinme student” neans a student enrolled for at

least 12 hours per termor as otherw se determ ned by the

academ c institution

(12) "Law' nmeans the Nursing Education Schol arship Law.

(13) "Nursing enploynent obligation" neans enploynent in

this State as a reqi stered professional nurse or |icensed

practical nurse in direct patient care to neet the obligation

incurred by accepting funding through the Nursing Education

Schol arshi p Program

(14) "Part-tine student" neans a person who is enrolled

for at least one-third of the nunber of hours required per

termby a school for its full-tine students.

(15) "Practical nursing prograni nmeans a program of fered

by an approved institution leading to a certificate in

practical nursing.

(16) "Reqgistered professional nurse" neans a person who



SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


HB2436 Engr ossed -4- LRB9204486NTsbA

© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N o O pd~ W N -, O

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

is currently licensed as a regqgistered professional nurse by

the Departnent of Professional Regul ation under the Nursing

and Advanced Practice Nursing Act.

(17) "Licensed practical nurse" nmeans a person who 1is

currently licensed as a licensed practical nurse by the

Departnent of Professional Requl ation under the Nursing and

Advanced Practice Nursing Act.

(18) "School term neans an acadenmic term such as a

senester, quarter, trinester, or nunber of <clock hours, as

defined by an approved institution.

(19) "Student in good standi ng" neans a student

mai ntaining a cunul ati ve grade point average equivalent to at

| east the acadenic grade of a "C'

(20) "Total and permanent disability" neans a physical

or nental inpairnent, disease, or |oss of a permanent nature

that prevents nursing enploynent with or w thout reasonable

accommbdat i on. Proof of disability shall be a declaration

fromthe social security admnistration, Illinois |ndustrial

Conmmi ssi on, Departnent of Defense, or an insurer authorized

to transact business in Illinois who is providing disability

I nsurance coverage to a contractor.

(21) "Tuition" nmeans the established charges of an

institution of higher learning for instruction at that

i nstitution.

(Source: P.A 86-1467; 87-577.)

(110 ILCS 975/4) (from Ch. 144, par. 2754)

Sec. 4. Functions of Departnent. The Departnent shal
prepare and supervise the issuance of public information
about the provisions of this Article; prescribe the formand
regul ate the subm ssion of applications for schol arships;
det erm ne t he eligibility of appl i cants; award the
appropriate schol arshi ps; prescribe the contracts or other

acknow edgnents of schol arship which an applicant is required
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to execute; and determne whether all or any part of a

recipient's an-apptieant-s schol arship needs to be nonetarily

repaid, or has been excused fromrepaynent, and the extent of
any repaynent or excused repaynent. The Departnent nmay
require a secholarship recipient to reinburse the State for
expenses, including but not Iimted to attorney's fees,
incurred by the Departnent or other agent of the State for a
successful |egal action against the recipient for a breach of

any provision of the scholarship contract. 1n_a breach of

contract, t he Departnment nay utilize referral to the

Depart nent of Professional Reqgul ation to revoke, suspend,

refuse to renew, place on probationary status, or take other

disciplinary action concerning the recipient's credentials.

The Departnent is authorized to nake all necessary and proper
rules, not inconsistent with this Article, for the efficient
exercise of the foregoing functions.

(Source: P.A 86-1467.)

(110 ILCS 975/5) (from Ch. 144, par. 2755)

Sec. 5. Nur si ng education full-time under gr aduat e
schol arships. Beginning wth the fall termof the 1991-1992
academ c year, 50O schol arships shall be provided each year
for qualified individuals who desire to enter an approved

institution awarding an associate degree in nur si ng,

hospi tal -based diplonma in nursing, diplerma;-er baccal aureate

degree in nursing, or certificate in eoffering--an--approved

practical nursing educattion--program-of--not-|ess-than-one
acadente-year. O the 500 schol arshi ps provi ded each year, at
| east 10% 50 shall go to persons entering an approved
practical nursing eduecation program of--net-}ess-than-one
acadente-year. The Departnent, in accordance with rules and
regul ations promulgated by it for this program shall provide
funding and shall designate each year's new recipients from

anong those applicants who qualify for consideration by
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show ng:
(1) that he or she has been a resident of this
State for at | east one year prior to application, and is
a citizen or a lawful permanent resident alien of the
United States;

(2) that he or she is enrolled in or accepted proof

of - enrol | rent - or - accept anee for admi ssion to an_associate

degree in a--praetiteal nursing program hospital-based

baccal aureate degree in nursing program __or practical

nursi ng program at an approved institution; and

(3) that he or she agrees to be enpl oyed providing

direct patient care serve as a registered professional

nurse or licensed practical nurse in Illinois in

accordance wth Section 6.

If in any year the nunber of qualified applicants exceeds
t he nunber of scholarships to be awarded, the Departnent
shall give priority in awarding schol arships to students in

the greatest financi al need as shown on a standardi zed

fi nanci al needs assessnent form used by the approved

institution. The-bepartrent-shall-consider-factors--sueh--as

the--applieant-s--fanmly--incone;-the-size-of-the-applteantts
fant l y- and- t he- nupber - of - ot her-ehi l dren--itn--the--applieantts
famly--attendi ng--college;--and-whet her-the-applieant-is-the
head- of - t he- househeol d- i n- det er it ni ng-t he- - £t nanet al - - need- - of
t he-t ndi vi dual -

Unl ess otherwi se indicated, these schol arships shall be
awarded good for a period of up to 3 years while the

recipient is enrolled in an associate degree in nursing or

hospital -based diploma in nursing program at an approved

institution, for a period of for--residence--credit-at-a

conmunt ty- eol t ege; - private-j unt or - eol | ege- of - - hospi t al - - based

AuUr st ng--program--and up to 4 years if enrolled in apptteant

b S- pursut ng a baccal aureate degree in nursing program at an
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approved institution, and for a period of up to one vyear if

enrolled in a certificate in practical nursing programat an

approved institution. a--publte--oFr--private--college--or

Unt verstty:--exeept--that--the--|ength--of--seholarships--for
persons- st udyt ng-t o- be-t i eensed- - practteal - - nurses--shall--be
est abl i shed- - - by- - -t he- - Depar t rent - At least 1/2 of the
schol arshi ps awarded shall be for recipients who shal}l attend
State supported schools. The schol arship shal | cover

tuition, fees of up to $2,000 per acadenic year, and a living

expense stipend of up to

$2,500 per acadenic year for

full-tinme students for all 4 levels of nursing education.:

exeept - -t hat - - t he- anpunt - of - sehol ar shi ps- f or - per sons- st udyi ng
to-be-lieensed- practtieal - nurses-shal l - be- est abl i shed--by--the
Pepar t rent - For purposes of cal culating schol arshi p awards
for rectptents-attendt ng-private-iuntor-colleges-or--hospttal
based- - hur st ng- pr ogr ans; - oF - pri vat e- eol | eges- or - unt versi tt es;
tuition and fees for these students at private approved

private institutions, scholarship funding shall be-deened-to

not exceed the Statewi de average tuition and fees for
students at publie approved public institutions for the

academ c year in which the scholarship is nmade.

(Source: P.A 89-237, eff. 8-4-95.)

(110 ILCS 975/6) (from Ch. 144, par. 2756)
Sec. 6. Nursing requirenments for schol arship recipients.

Wthin 12 nonths after Upen graduation froman associate

degree in nursing program hospital-based diploma in_ nursing

of - - - hospi tal - - - based program_ t - - pr of esst onal - - Aur st ng;

baccal aureate degree in nursing program or certificate in

practical nursing ether program of--course--of-study any

reci pi ent persen who accepted a schol arship under Section 5

shal | beqgi n meeti ng t he required nursing enploynent

ht s--of--her--graduatten;--be--enployed--in--this--State-as-a
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Fegt st er ed- prof esst onal - nurse-or -t eensed- pract i eal - nurse; -as
each-term -deft ned--tn--the--Nurstng--and- - Advaneced- - Practt ce
Nur st hg- Aet; -for-at - | east - one-year-for-each-year-of-full-tine

sehol arshi p--support--reecetved. |1 n order to defer his or her

conti nuous enpl oynent obligation, a recipient nust request

the defernent in witing fromthe Departnment. A recipient

shall notify programstaff within 30 days if he or she spends

up to 4 vears in mlitary service before or after graduation

A recipient shall notify programstaff within 30 days if he

or she is enrolled in an acadenic programleading to a

graduate degree in nursing. |If a recipient receives funding

through the Nursing Education Scholarship Program for a

hi gher degree, the nursing enploynment obligation shall be

deferred until he or she is no longer enrolled or has

graduated. The recipient nust begin neeting the required

nursing enploynent obligations no later than 6 nonths after

the end of the defernents. tf-the-rectptent-spends-up--to--4

years---tn--mtlitary--serviee--before--or--after--he--or--she
graduates; -the-pertod-of-m titary-serviece-shall--be--exel uded
from-the-conputation-of-that-7-year-pertod:--A-rect pt ent - who
ts-enrolled-t n-an- acadent e- - program - | eadi ng- -t o- - a- - gr aduat e
degree- -t n--nurst ng--shalt - - have-t he- pert od- of - gr aduat e- st udy
exel uded-fromt he- eonput at t on- of - t hat - 7- year - pert od-

Cal endar - - -years---of---requt red- - - enploynent---wt}---be
propoerttonally-redueced--for--less--than--full--acadente--year
sehol arshi p- - support: - - provi ded- - t hat - - enpl oynent - - Aust - be- at
l east - 17: 5- hour s- per - week:-

Any person who fails to fulfill the nursing enploynent
obligation regutrenent shall pay to the Departnent an anount
equal to the anount of scholarship funds received per year
for each unfulfilled year of the nursing enploynent
obligation requirerent, together wwth interest at 7% per year

on the unpaid balance. Paynent nust begin wthin 6 nonths

foll ow ng t he dat e of the occurrence initiating the
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repaynent. All repaynents nust be conpleted within 6 years
from the date of the occurrence initiating the repaynent.

However, this obligation may be deferred and re-eval uated

every 6 nonths te-repay-does-not-apply when the failure to

fulfill the nursing enploynent obligation requirenent results

frominvoluntarily |eaving the profession due to a decrease

in the nunber of nurses enployed in the State or when the

failure to fulfill the nursing enploynent obligation results
from t ot al and per nanent disability. The repayment
obligation shall be excused if the failure to fulfill the

nursing enploynent obligation results from the death or

adj udication as inconpetent of the person holding t he
scholarship. No claimfor repaynent may be fil ed agai nst the
estate of such a decedent or inconpetent.

Each person applying for such a scholarship shall be
provided with a copy of this Section at the tine of

application he-of--she--appttes for the benefits of such

schol ar shi p.

(Source: P.A 90-742, eff. 8-13-98.)

(110 ILCS 975/7) (from Ch. 144, par. 2757)

Sec. 7. Anmount of scholarships. Afull-tinme scholarship

shall be for up to $2,500 per acadenmic vyear for a |living

per academic year for full-time tuition and fees, or a

maxi mum of $4,500 per acadenic year, |less any other State or

federal assistance received by the recipient apptieant to

assist in the applteantts pursuit of an associate degree in

nursi ng, eorf baccal aureate degree in nursing, or certificate

in practical nursing. A The-anpunt-of-a-scholarship-for-a

person- st udyt ng-t o- be- a-tt censed- - practt eal - - nur se; - - hovwever;
shal | - - be- det er it ned- by-t he- Depart pent--The full-time student

apptteant may receive a scholarship for up to 3 academc
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years if pursuing an associate degree in_nursing or a

hospi tal - based diploma in nursing, and for up to 4 academc

years 1if pursuing a baccal aureate degree in nursing, or for

up to one academic vyear if pursuing a certificate in

practical nursing degree. A scholarship may be nmade to a

it shall cover only tuition and fees and shall not exceed the

aggregate of $4,000 for the total tinme the student apptteant

may take to conplete the associate degree in__nursing, of

hospi tal - based di pl ona hespi tal - based- program i n nursing, or

baccal aureate degree in nursing and shall not exceed the

aggregate of $2,000 for a certificate in practical nursing

program The Departnment nmay provide that schol arshi ps shal
be on a quarterly or sem-annual basis and shall be

contingent upon the student's appltieant:s diligently pursuing

nursing apptieant-s studies and being a student in good

st andi ng.

(Source: P.A 86-1467; 87-577.)

(110 ILCS 975/9) (from Ch. 144, par. 2759)

Sec. 9. St udent enr ol | ment and obl i gations of
i nstitutions.

(a) An approved institution is free to accept a__student
an- - - appl t eant in conpliance wth its own adm ssions
requi renents, standards, and policies. The Departnent nmay
di sburse any scholarship for tuition and fees to the approved
institution direct for the paynent of tuition and other
necessary fees or for credit against the student's obligation
for such tuition and fees, and upon acceptance thereof the
approved institution shall be contractually obligated (1) to
provide facilities and instruction to the student on the sane
terms as to other students generally, and (2) to provide the

notices and infornmation described in this Section.

(b) If, in the course of any academc period, any
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student enrolled in any approved institution pursuant to a
scholarship granted wunder this Article shall for any reason
cease to be a student in good standing, the institution shal
pronptly give witten notice to the Departnment concerning
such change of status and the reason therefor.

(c) A student to whom a renewal scholarship has been

awarded may either re-enroll in the institution which he or
she attended during the preceding vyear, or enroll in any
other approved institution; and in either event, t he

institution accepting the student for such enrollnment or
re-enrol Il ment shall notify the Departnment of such acceptance.

(Source: P.A 86-1467.)

(110 ILCS 975/10) (from Ch. 144, par. 2760)

Sec. 10. Schol arship distribution. The Departnent, in
accordance wth rules and regul ations pronul gated by it for
this program shall develop and annually revise a schol arship
distribution formula that at a m ni nrum considers, but is not
limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) The nunber of regi stered professional nurses
licensed in the State by the Departnent of Professional
Regul at i on.

(b) The nunber of licensed practical nurses licensed in
the State by the Departnent of Professional Regul ation.

(c) The nunber of secholarship applicants pur sui ng

associate degree in nursing prograns, hospital -based di pl ona

in nursing progranms, baccal aureate deqr ee in nur si ng

pr ogr ans, and certificate in practical nursing prograns at

approved institutions. baecal aur eat e- degr ee- Aur st ng- edueat i on

pf OgF ans; - asseoct at e- - degr ee- - pr of esst onal - - Aur st ng- - edueat t on
pfr ogr ans; - - di pl ona- - pr of esst onal - - Aur st ng- educat t oN- pr OgF ans;
and- appr oved- pract t eal - nur st ng- eduecat t on- pr ogr ans- of - not - | ess
t han- one- acadent €- year -

(d)--The- nunber - of - - st udent s- - enr ol | ed- -+ n- - baeccal aureat e
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(Source: P.A 86-1467; 87-577.)

Secti on 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect

January 1, 2002.
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