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AN ACT regardi ng educati on.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Hi gher Education Student Assistance Act
i s anended by adding Sections 65.65, 65.66, and 65.67 as

foll ows:

(110 I LCS 947/ 65. 65 new)

Sec. 65. 65. Mat hemati cs or science teacher schol arshi ps.

(a) Each vyear, the Commi ssion shall receive and consi der

applications for scholarship assistance under this Section

and award schol arshi ps to eliqgible applicants. The

Commission may adopt any rules necessary to inplenent and

adm ni ster this Section.

An applicant is eligible for a scholarship under this

Section if the applicant (i) is a resident of this State and

a citizen or a lawful pernmanent resident alien of the United

States and (ii) is pursuing full-tine undergraduate studies

at an institution of higher learning that will prepare himor

her to teach mathematics or science at the elenentary or

secondary school level, with a major in nmathenatics, physics,

chem stry, biology, zool ogy, astronony, engineering, conputer

science, or any other mathematics or science discipline as

detern ned by the Conmi ssi on.

Al applications for scholarship assistance under this

Section shall be made to the Commission in a formas set

forth by the Commi ssion. The form of application and the

information required to be set forth in the applicati on shal

be deternined by the Conmi ssion. The Comm ssion shal

require applicants for scholarship assistance under this

Section to submt wth their applications any supporting

docunents that the Conmni ssion deens necessary.
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(b) Prior to receiving schol arshi p assi stance under this

Section, the recipient of a scholarship awarded under this

Section shall be required by the Conmmission to sign an

agreenent under which the recipient pledges that i medi ately

following conpletion of the studies for which the recipient

was awarded a scholarship under this Section, the recipient

shall teach mathematics or science at the elenentary or

secondary school level for at least 5 years in a schoo

district inthis State that is financially or academcally

troubled, as designated by the State Superintendent of

Educati on. Each year, the State Superintendent of Education

shall conpile a list of school districts that are financially

or acadenically troubled, which shall be provided to the

Conmi ssi on. As long as a school district is on this |list

when the recipient accepts enploynent wth the school

district, the recipient may fulfill his or her teaching

obligation with that school district even though the school

district is no longer on this list. The Conmi ssion, with the

cooperation of the State Board of Education, shall assi st

scholarship recipients in finding enployment with financially

or acadenmically troubled school districts in order to fulfil

the teaching obligation. The recipient shall, upon request

of the Conm ssion, provide the Conm ssion with evidence that

he or she is fulfilling or has fulfilled the terns of the

t eachi ng agr eenent.

(c) A scholarship awarded under this Section shall be

good for a period of 4 yvears while the recipient is enrolled

for credit at an institution of higher |earning. The

scholarship shall <cover in-state tuition and fees for the 4

vears of study and a stipend of $200 per nonth during the

third and fourth vyears of study. However, in cal cul ati ng

schol arship assistance under this Section for recipients

attending private colleges or universities, tuition and fees

for students at private coll eges and universities shall not
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exceed the average tuition and fees for students at 4-vyear

public universities in this State for the academc vyear in

whi ch the schol arship i s nade.

(d) If a recipient of a scholarship awarded under this

Section fails to maintain a cumul ati ve grade point average of

at least a 3.0 on a 4.0 scale at the end of any term during

the first or second vyear of study, the recipient nay not

receive any additional scholarship assistance under this

Secti on. If a recipient of a scholarship awarded under this

Section (i) fails to mmintain a cunulative qgrade point

average of at Jleast a 3.0 on a 4.0 scale at the end of any

termduring the third or fourth year of study or (ii) fails

to conplete the studies for which the recipient was awarded a

scholarship wunder this Section the recipient may not receive

any additional schol arship assistance under this Section and

the Comm ssion shall require the recipient to repay the

schol arshi p assi stance he or she has received under this

Section, plus interest at a rate no greater than the hi ghest

rate applicable for educational | oans made pursuant to Title

|V, Part B of the Hi gher Education Act of 1965, as anended,

and, if applicable, reasonable collection fees. If the

recipient of a scholarship awarded under this Section fails

to fulfill the teaching obligation agreed to under subsection

(b) of this Section, the Conm ssion shall require the

reci pient to repay the schol arship assi stance he or she has

received under this Section, prorated according to the

fraction of the teaching obligation not conpleted, plus

interest at a rate no greater than the highest rate

applicable for educational |oans nade pursuant to Title IV,

Part B of the Hi gher Education Act of 1965, as anended, and,

if applicable, reasonable collection fees. The Conm ssion is

authorized to establish rules relating to its collection

activities for repaynent of schol arship assi stance under this

Secti on.
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(e) Arecipient of a scholarship awarded under this

Section shall not be in violation of the teachi ng agreenent

entered into under subsection (b) of this Section if the

recipient (i) enrolls on a full-tine basis as a graduate

student in a course of study related to the field of teaching

at an institution of higher learning, (ii) is serving as a

menber of the armed services of the United States, (iii) is

tenporarily totally disabled, as established by swWorn

affidavit of a qualified physician, or (iv) is seeking and

unable to find full-tine enploynent as a mathematics or

sci ence teacher with a school district that is financially or

acadenmi cally troubled and is able to provide evidence of that

fact. Any such extension of the period during which the

t eachi ng obligati on under subsection (b) of this Section nust

be fulfilled shall be subject tolimtations of duration as

establi shed by the Conmi ssi on.

(110 ILCS 947/ 65. 66 new)
Sec. 65.66. The Excellence Around Teachi ng Schol arship

Program and Quality Bonus.

(a) Each vyear, the Commi ssion shall receive and consi der

applications for schol arship assistance under this Section

and award scholarships, to be known as Excell ence Around

Teachi ng Schol ar shi ps, to eliqgible applicants. The

Conmmi ssi on may adopt any rules necessary to inplenent and

adm ni ster this Section.

An applicant is eligible for a scholarship under this

Section if the applicant is a resident of this State and a

citizen or a lawful permanent resident alien of the United

States and (i) is pursuing full-tinme undergraduate studi es at

an institution of higher learning that wl| prepare him or

her to teach in the public schools of this State and shows

out standi ng prom se for success as a teacher, as detern ned

by the Commission, or (ii) is pursuing full-tine graduate
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studies at an institution of higher learning that wll

prepare him or her to admi nister or supervise in the public

schools of this State and shows outstanding prom se for

success as a principal or superintendent, as determnm ned by

t he Conm ssi on.

Al applications for scholarship assistance under this

Section shall be nmade to the Commission in a formas set

forth by the Commi ssion. The form of application and the

information required to be set forth in the applicati on shal

be deternined by the Conmi ssion. The Comm ssion shal

require applicants for scholarship assistance under this

Section to submt wth their applications any supporting

docunents that the Conmi ssion deens necessary.

(b) Before receiving scholarship assistance under this

Section, the recipient of a scholarship awarded under this

Section shall be required by the Conmission to sign an

agreenent under which the recipient pledges that immediately

followng conpletion of the studies for which the recipient

was awarded a schol arship, the recipient shall teach or shal

adm ni ster or supervise, whichever is applicable, in the

State's public school systemfor a period of not |ess than

one year for each year of schol arship assi stance he or she is

awarded under this Section. The recipient shall, upon

request by the Commission, provide the Conmssion wth

evidence that he or she is fulfilling or has fulfilled the

terns of the agreenent provided for in this subsection (b).

(c) A schol arship awarded under this Section shall be in

an anpunt sufficient to pay the recipient's tuition and fees

at the institution of higher learning at which the recipient

is enrolled for 2 senesters or 3 quarters. However, in

cal cul ating schol arship assistance under this Section for

reci pients attendi ng private colleges or universities,

tuition and fees for recipients enrolled at private colleges

and universities shall not exceed the average tuition and
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fees for students at 4-year public universities in this State

for the academi c year in which the scholarship is nade. The

maxi nrum nunber of acadenic terns for which a recipient nay

recei ve schol arshi p assi stance under this Section is (i) 8

senesters or 12 quarters of undergraduate study or (ii)

what ever nunber of senesters or quarters of qgraduate study

that the Commission deternmines is proper, whichever is

appli cabl e.

(d) If a recipient of a scholarship awarded under this

Section (i) fails to mmintain a cunulative qgrade point

average of at Jleast a 3.0 on a 4.0 scale at the end of any

academc term for which t he recipi ent IS receiving

schol arship assistance or (ii) fails to conplete the studies

for which the recipient was awarded a schol arship under this

Secti on, the recipient nay not receive any additional

schol arshi p assi stance under this Section and the Conmi ssion

shal | require the recipient to repay the scholarship

assi stance he or she has received under this Section, plus

i nt er est at a rate no qgreater than the highest rate

applicable for educational |oans nmade pursuant to Title 1V,

Part B of the Hi gher Education Act of 1965, as anended, and,

if applicable, reasonable collection fees. If the recipient

of a scholarship awarded under this Section fails to fulfil

the obligation agreed to under subsection (b) of this

Section, the Commi ssion shall require the recipient to repay

the schol arship assi stance he or she has recei ved under this

Section, prorated according to the fraction of the teaching

obligation not conpleted, plus interest at a rate no qgreater

than the hi ghest rate applicable for educati onal | oans nmde

pursuant to Title IV, Part B of the H gher Education Act of

1965, as anended, and, if applicable, reasonable collection

f ees. The Comm ssion is authorized to establish rules

relating to its collection activities for repaynent of

schol arshi p assi stance under this Secti on.
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(e) A recipient of a scholarship awarded under this

Section shall not be in violation of the agreenent entered

into under subsection (b) of this Section if the recipient

(i) enrolls on a full-tine basis as a graduate student in a

course of study related to the field of teaching at an

institution of higher learning, (ii) is serving as a nenber

of the arned services of the United States, or (iii) is

tenporarily totally disabled, as established by swWorn

affidavit of a qualified physician. Any such extensi on of

the period during which the obligation under subsection (b)

of this Section must be fulfilled shall be subject to

limtations of duration as established by the Conm ssi on.

(f) If a school district offers a bonus to a recipient

of a scholarship awarded under this Secti on who successfully

works in a high-need area for 3 vears, the State, through a

Excell ence Around Teaching Quality Bonus, shall match the

anount of the school district bonus. A "high-need area"

means an under-served subject or location or a | ow achi eving

school, as determined by the State Superi nt endent of

Educati on.

(110 1 LCS 947/ 65.67 new)
Sec. 65.67. The Excellence Around Teaching National

Board Certification Schol arship Program

(a) Each vyear, the Commi ssion shall receive and consi der

applications for scholarship assistance under this Section

and award schol arships, to be known as Excellence Around

Teachi ng Nat i onal Board Certification Scholarships, to

exceptional teachers, as determned by the Comm ssion, for

the costs of undertaking the National Board for Professional

Teachi ng Standards (NBPTS) certification process.

Al applications for scholarship assistance under this

Section shall be made to the Commission in a formas set

forth by the Commission. The form of application and the
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information required to be set forth in the applicati on shal

be deternined by the Conmi ssion. The Comm ssion shal

require applicants for scholarship assistance under this

Section to submt wth their applications any supporting

docunents that the Conmi ssion deens necessary.

(b) Prior to receiving schol arshi p assi stance under this

Section, the recipient of a scholarship awarded under this

Section shall be required by the Conmmission to sign an

agreenent under which the recipient pledges that i medi ately

following conpletion of the NBPTS certification process, for

2 vyears the recipient shall assist other NBPTS candi dates

through the NBPTS certification process. The recipient

shall, upon request by the Conm ssion, provide the Conmmi ssi on

with evidence that he or she is fulfilling or has fulfilled

the terns of the agreenent provided for in this subsection

(b).

(c) If arecipient of a scholarship awarded under this

Section fails to conplete the NBPTS certification process,

the recipient may not receive any additional scholarship

assistance under this Section and the Conm ssion shal

require the recipient to repay the schol arship assi stance he

or she has received under this Section plus interest at a

rate no qreater than the highest rate applicable for

educati onal | oans made pursuant to Title IV, Part B of the

Hi gher Educati on Act of 1965, as anended, and, if applicabl e,

reasonabl e col |l ection f ees. | f the recipient of a

schol arshi p awarded under this Section fails to fulfill the

obligation agreed to under subsection (b) of this Section,

t he Conmm ssi on shal | require the recipient to repay the

schol arship assistance he or she has received under this

Section, prorated according to the fraction of the obligation

not conpleted, plus interest at a rate no qreater than the

hi ghest rate applicable for educational | oans nade pursuant

to Title IV, Part B of the H gher Education Act of 1965, as
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anended, and, if applicable, reasonable collection fees. The

Commission is authorized to establish rules relating to its

collection activities for repaynment of schol arshi p assi stance

under this Secti on.

(d) Arecipient of a scholarship awarded under this

Section shall not be in violation of the agreenent entered

into under subsection (b) of this Section if the recipient

(i) enrolls on a full-tine basis as a graduate student in a

course of study related to the field of teaching at an

institution of higher learning, (ii) is serving as a nenber

of the arned services of the United States, or (iii) is

tenporarily totally disabled, as established by sworn

affidavit of a qualified physician. Any such extension of

the period during which the obligati on under subsection (b)

of this Section mnmust be fulfilled shall be subject to

limtations of duration as established by the Conm ssi on.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

July 1, 2001.
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