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AN ACT concerni ng vehicl es.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Vehicle Code is anended by
changing Sections 12-215, 12-805, and 12-815 and adding
Sections 12-802.1 and 12-816 as fol | ows:

(625 ILCS 5/12-215) (fromCh. 95 1/2, par. 12-215)

Sec. 12-215. Gscillating, rotating or flashing lights on
not or vehicles. Except as otherwi se provided in this Code:

(a) The use of red or white oscillating, rotating or
flashing |ights, whether lighted or unlighted, is prohibited
except on:

1. Law enforcement vehicles of State, Federal or
| ocal authorities,;

2. A vehicle operated by a police officer or county
coroner and desi gnat ed or aut hori zed by | ocal
authorities, in witing, as a |law enforcenment vehicle;
however, such designation or authorization nmnust be
carried in the vehicle;

3. Vehicles of local fire departnents and State or
federal firefighting vehicles;

4. Vehicles which are desi gned and used excl usively
as anbul ances or rescue vehicles; furthernore, such
lights shall not be lighted except when responding to an
energency call for and while actually conveying the sick
or injured; and

5. Tow trucks licensed in a state that requires
such lights; furthernore, such lights shall not be
lighted on any such tow truck while the tow truck is
operating in the State of Illinois; and-

6. School buses operating alternately flashi ng head
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| anps as pernitted under Section 12-805 of this Code.

(b) The use of anber oscillating, rotating or flashing

lights, whether Ilighted or unlighted, is prohibited except

1. Second division vehicles designed and used for
towng or hoisting vehicles; furthernore, such lights
shall not be |ighted except as required in this paragraph
1; such lights shall be lighted when such vehicles are
actually being used at the scene of an accident or
di sablement; if the towng vehicle is equipped with a
flat bed that supports all wheels of the vehicle being
transported, the lights shall not be Ilighted while the
vehicle 1is engaged in towng on a highway; if the tow ng
vehicle is not equipped with a flat bed that supports al
wheel s of a vehicle being transported, the lights shal
be lighted while the towing vehicle is engaged in tow ng
on a highway during all tinmes when the use of headlights
is required under Section 12-201 of this Code;

2. Mtor vehicles or equipnment of the State of
Il'linois, local authorities and contractors; furthernore,
such lights shall not be Ilighted except while such
vehicles are engaged in nmaintenance or construction
operations wthin the limts of construction projects;

3. Vehicles or equipnent used by engineering or
survey crews; furthernore, such lights shall not be
lighted except while such vehicles are actually engaged
in work on a hi ghway;

4. Vehicles of public utilities, municipalities, or
ot her construction, nmaintenance or autonotive service
vehi cl es except that such lights shall be lighted only as
a neans for indicating the presence of a vehicular
traffic hazard requiring wunusual <care in approaching,
overtaking or passing while such vehicles are engaged in

mai nt enance, service or construction on a hi ghway;
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5. Oversized vehicle or | oad; however, such |Ilights
shall only be lighted when noving under permt issued by
t he Departnent under Section 15-301 of this Code;

6. The front and rear of notorized equi pnmrent owned
and operated by the State of Illinois or any political
subdi vi sion thereof, which is designed and used for
removal of snow and ice from hi ghways;

7. Fleet safety vehicles registered in another
state, furthernore, such lights shall not be lighted
except as provided for in Section 12-212 of this Code;

8. Such other vehicles as nmay be authorized by
| ocal authorities,;

9. Law enforcement vehicles of State or |ocal
authorities when used in conmbination wth red
oscillating, rotating or flashing |ights;

10. Vehicles used for collecting or delivering mail
for the United States Postal Service provided that such
lights shall not be |ighted except when such vehicles are
actually being used for such purposes;

11. Any vehicle displaying a slownoving vehicle
enbl em as provided in Section 12-205. 1;

12. Al trucks equipped wth self-conpactors or
roll-off hoists and roll-on containers for garbage or
refuse hauling. Such lights shall not be |ighted except
when such vehicles are actually being used for such
pur poses;

13. Vehicles wused by a security conpany, alarm
responder, or control agency, if the security conpany,
al arm responder, or control agency is bound by a contract
wth a federal, State, or |ocal governnent entity to use
the lights; and

14. Security vehicles of the Departnent of Human
Services; however, the lights shall not be |ighted except

when being used for security rel ated purposes under the
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direction of the superintendent of the facility where the
vehicle is |ocated.

(c) The use of blue oscillating, rotating or flashing

lights, whether Ilighted or unlighted, is prohibited except

1. Rescue squad vehicles not owned by a fire
departnment and vehicles owned or fully operated by a:
voluntary firefighter;
paid firefighter;
part-paid firefighter;
call firefighter;
menber of the board of trustees of a fire
protection district;
paid or unpaid nenber of a rescue squad; or
paid or unpaid nenber of a voluntary anbul ance
unit.

However, such lights are not to be Ilighted except
when responding to a bona fide energency.

2. Police departnment vehicles in cities having a
popul ati on of 500,000 or nore inhabitants.

3. Law enforcement vehicles of State or |ocal
authorities when used in conmbination wth red
oscillating, rotating or flashing |ights.

4. Vehicles of local fire departnments and State or
federal firefighting vehicles when used in conbination
with red oscillating, rotating or flashing Iights.

5. Vehicles which are designed and used excl usively
as anbul ances or rescue vehicles when used in conbination
with red oscillating, rotating or flashing l'ights;
furthernore, such lights shall not be |ighted except when
respondi ng to an energency call.

6. Vehicles that are equi pped and used exclusively
as organ transport vehicles when used in conbination with

red oscil I ating, rotating, or fl ashi ng l'ights;
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furthernore, these lights shall only be |ighted when the

transportation is declared an energency by a nenber of

the transplant team or a representative of the organ
procur enent organi zation.

(d) The wuse of a conbination of anber and white
oscillating, rotating or flashing lights, whether |ighted or
unlighted, is prohibited, except notor vehicles or equipnent
of the State of Illinois, |local authorities and contractors
may be so equi pped; furthernore, such Ilights shall not be
lighted except while such vehicles are engaged in hi ghway
mai nt enance or construction operations wwthin the limts of
hi ghway construction projects.

(e) Al osci |l I ating, rotating or flashing |lights
referred to in this Section shall be of sufficient intensity,
when illumnated, to be visible at 500 feet in nornal
sunl i ght.

(f) Nothing in this Section shal | pr ohi bi t a
manufacturer of oscillating, rotating or flashing |lights or
his representative fromtenporarily nmounting such lights on a
vehicle for denonstration purposes only.

(g) Any person violating the provisions of subsections
(a), (b), (c) or (d) of +this Section who wthout |aw ul
authority stops or detains or attenpts to stop or detain
anot her person shall be guilty of a Cass 4 felony.

(h) Except as provided in subsection (g) above, any
person viol ating the provisions of subsections (a) or (c) of
this Section shall be guilty of a Cass A m sdeneanor.
(Source: P.A 90-330, eff. 8-8-97; 90-347, eff. 1-1-98;
90- 655, eff. 7-30-98; 91-357, eff. 7-29-99.)

(625 I LCS 5/12-802.1 new)

Sec. 12-802.1. Exterior reflective nmarkings.

(a) Every school bus sold or nmanufactured for wuse in

Illinois on or after January 1, 2002 nust be equi pped with
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exterior reflective narkings on the rear and sides of the bus

that conply with rules adopted by the Illinois Departnent of

Transportati on.

(b) The Departnent shall adopt rules for inplenmenting

this Section. The rul es:

(1) Shall require the rear of school buses to be

marked wth reflective naterial to outline the perineter

of the back of the bus and the perineter of the rear

ener gency exit.

(2) Shall require the horizontal application of

strips of reflective naterial, not less than 1.75 inches

wi de, above the rear wi ndows, and above the rear bunper

fromthe edges of the rear emergency exit door to both

corners of the school bus with wvertical strips of

reflective material at each corner connected to the

hori zontal strips.

(3) Shall require the horizontal application of

strips of reflective naterial, not less than 1.75 inches

wide, the entire length of the sides of the school bus

and located equidistant, or as close as practicable,

bet ween the bottom of the bus and the bottom wi ndow |ine

so as not to interfere with required lettering and not to

be placed on rub rails.

(625 ILCS 5/12-805) (from Ch. 95 1/2, par. 12-805)

Sec. 12-805. Special l|ighting equipnent.

Each school bus purchased as a new vehicle after Decenber
31, 1975 shall be equipped with an 8-lanp fl ashing signal
system Until Decenber 31, 1978, all other school buses shal
be equi pped with either a 4-lanp or an 8-lanp fl ashing signal
system After Decenber 31, 1978, all school buses shall be
equi pped with an 8-lanp flashing signal system

A 4-lanp flashing signal systemshall have 2 alternately

flashing red | anps nounted as high and as wdely spaced
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|aterally on the sane |evel as practicable at the front of
t he school bus and 2 such | anps nounted in the sanme manner at
the rear.

An 8-lanp flashing signal systemshall have, in addition
to a 4-lanp system 4 alternately flashing anber | anps. Each
anber lanp shall be nmounted next to ared lanp and at the
same | evel but closer to the centerline of the school bus.

Each signal Jlanp shall be a sealed beamat least 5 1/2
inches in diameter and shall have sufficient intensity to be
visible at 500 feet in normal sunlight. Both the 4-1anp and
8-lanp system shall be actuated only by neans of a nanual
switch. There shall be a device for indicating to the driver
that the systemis operating properly or is inoperative.

A school bus may also be equipped with alternately

flashing head |anps, which nmay be operated in conjunction

with the 8-1anp flashing signal system

(Source: P.A 79-1400.)

(625 ILCS 5/12-815) (from Ch. 95 1/2, par. 12-815)

Sec. 12-815. Strobe | anp on school bus.

(a) A school bus manufactured prior to January 1, 2000
may be equi pped with one strobe lanp that will emt 60 to 120
flashes per mnute of white or bluish-white light visible to
a notorist approaching the bus fromany direction. A school
bus manufactured on or after January 1, 2000 shall be
equi pped with one strobe lanp that wll emt 60 to 120
flashes per mnute of white or bluish-white light visible to
a notorist approaching the bus fromany direction. The I|anp
shall be of sufficient brightness to be visible in norma
sunlight when viewed directly froma distance of at |east one
mle.

(b) The strobe |lanp shall be nmounted on the rooftop of
the bus with the light generating elenent in the |anp |ocated

equi di stant fromeach side and either at or behind the center
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of the rooftop. The maxi mum hei ght of the el enent above the
rooftop shall not exceed 1/30 of its distance from the rear
of the rooftop. |If the structure of the strobe |anp obscures
the |I|ight generating element, the elenent shall be deened to
be in the center of the lanp with a maxi num height 1/4 inch
less than the maxinmum height of the strobe |anp unless
otherwi se indicated in rules and regul ations promulgated by
the Departnent. The Departnent nmay promulgate rules and
regul ations to govern neasurenents, glare, effectiveness and
protection of strobe | anps on school buses, including higher
strobe | anps than authorized in this paragraph.
(c) The strobe |lanp nust rmay be lighted enly when the
school bus ts-acetually-bet ng-used- as- a- sehool - bus- and:
1. is st oppi ng or st opped for | oadi ng or
di schargi ng pupils en-a-ht ghway- out st de- an- ur ban- area; or
2. is bearing one or nore pupils and--is--etther
stopped--ofr;--tn--the--interest-of-safety;-is-ApVinNg-very
st owt y- at - a- speed:
{t)--tess-than-the- post ed- nt nt rum speed--timt;
oF
(tt)--tess--than-30-nttes-per- hour-on- a- hi ghway
out st de- an- ur ban- ar ea.

(Source: P.A 91-168, eff. 1-1-00; 91-679, eff. 1-26-00.)

(625 I LCS 5/12-816 new)

Sec. 12- 816. Bus driver conplaints; reporting and

i nvesti gati on.

(a) Any school bus operating in the State of Illinois,

as defined in Section 1-182 of this Code, shall display a

toll free nunber, which nmay be contacted to report the
i mproper operation of a school bus. The toll free nunber
shal | be conspicuously displayed on the exterior of every

school bus.

(b) The Secretary of State, subject to appropriation,
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shall adopt rules establishing a toll free nunber that nay be

contacted to report the inproper operation of a school bus.

In addition, the Secretary of State shall establish by rule a

procedure for response to these reports and a procedure under

which the reports are forwarded to the appropriate |aw

enforcenent and school officials within a reasonabl e period

(c) There shall be established in the Ofice of

Secretary of State, subject to appropriation, a division

exclusively dedicated to handling recei pt, investigation, and

follow up of all conplaints related to this Section. This

division shall also be responsible for all adm nistrative

hearings that occur as result of action taken by the

Secretary in conjunction with the rules provided for in

subsection (b) of this Section

(d) The School Bus Toll Free Hotline Fund is created as

a special fund in the State treasury. The noneys in the fund

shall cone from appropriations. Al npneys in the School Bus

Toll Free Hotline Fund shall, subject to appropriation, be

used to inplenent the activities required under this Section.

Section 10. The State Finance Act is anended by addi ng

Section 5.545 as fol |l ows:

(30 ILCS 105/5. 545 new)
Sec. 5.545. The School Bus Toll Free Hotli ne Fund.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


