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AN ACT concerning public aid.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Public Aid Code is anended by

addi ng Section 1-12 as foll ows:

(305 ILCS 5/1-12 new)

Sec. 1-12. Fam |y vi ol ence option.

(a) Findings. The CGeneral Assenbly finds that donestic

violence may neke it difficult for individuals and fanilies

to attain econom c self-sufficiency, because the physical and

mental effects of past or present abuse nmay hinder job

perfornmance; because abusive partners may attenpt to sabot age

their victins' education, training, and enploynment to keep

t hem econom cal ly dependent: or because the demands of court

intervention, crimnal prosecution, counseling, or safety

planning may interfere with work, education, or training.

(b) It is the policy of the State of Illinois that:

(1) no individual or famly should be forced to

remain in a violent living situation or place thenmsel ves

or others at risk in order to attain or retain assi stance

or because any tine period for recei pt of assistance has

expired; and

(2) no individual or famly should be unfairly

penal i zed because past or present donestic violence or

the risk of donestic violence causes themto fail to

conply with requirenents for assi stance.

(c) Definitions.

(1) Definition of donestic violence. For purposes

of this Section, "donestic violence" neans battering or

subjecting a person to extrene cruelty by (i) physical

acts that result in or threaten to result in physical
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injury: (ii) sexual abuse; (iii) sexual activity

involving a dependent child; (iv) forcing the person to

participate in nonconsensual sexual acts or activities;

(v) threats of, or attenpts at, physical or sexual abuse;

(vi) nental abuse; or (vii) neglect or deprivation of

medi cal care.

(2) Definition of assistance. For purposes of this

Section, the term assistance is as defined at 45 CFR

(d) Protection of applicants and recipients who are

victins of donestic violence. In recognition of the reality

of donestic violence for many individuals and famlies who

may need assistance under the Illinois Public Ald Code, the

State of Illinois adopts the Famly Violence Option of

Section 402(a)(7) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.

602(a)(7)) and the inplenenting federal requlations for the

Tenporary Assistance for Needy Fanilies Program (TANF) at 45

CFR 260.50 et seq. Standards and procedures shall be

est abl i shed and enforced to:

(1) Screen and identify applicants and recipients of

assi stance who are past or present victins of donestic

violence or at risk of further donestic violence, while

mai ntaining the confidentiality of those individuals.

(2) Refer those individuals to counseling and

supportive services.

(3) Waive, pursuant to a determnation of good

cause, for so long as necessary any programrequirenents

that would make it nore difficult for those individuals

to escape donestic violence or unfairly penalize past or

present victins of donestic violence or those at risk of

further donestic violence, such as tine limts on

recei ving assi stance, paternity establishnent and child

support cooper ati on requi renents, and famly cap

provi sions. \When granting waivers under this Section,
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the Departnent shall determne a specific relationship

bet ween the donestic violence suffered by the client and

the need to waive a requirement because donestic viol ence

makes it nore difficult or inpossible for the client to

meet the requirenent.

In addition, in the assessment process to develop a

per sonal pl an for self-sufficiency, the factor of

donestic violence shall be taken into account in

deternining the work, education, and training activities

that are appropriate, including tenporarily waiving any

wor K, educati on, or training requirenent, and in

establi shing good cause for failure to cooperate in the

plan. Further, the State shall neet the requirenents for

Feder al recognition of good cause donestic violence

wai vers for assi stance applicants and reci pients under 45

CFR 260. 55.

(e) Evidence of donestic violence. Al | egati ons of
donestic violence by a victim shall be corroborated by
further evidence. Evidence may include, but is not |limted
to, police, gover nnent al agency, or court records;
docunentation from a shelter worker, | egal , clerical
nedical, or other professional fromwhomthe individual has

sought assistance in dealing with donestic violence; or other

corroborating evidence, such as a statenent from any other

individual wth know edge of the circunstances which provide

the basis for the <claim physical evidence of donestic

vi ol ence, or any ot her evi dence that supports the

allegations. That an individual is a past or present victim

of donestic violence or at risk of further donestic viol ence

may be established at any tine.

(f) An individual nay decline to participate in services

specifically directed at donestic violence or may terni nate

participation in those services, wthout penalty or sanction.

(g) The Departnent of Human Services, or any successor
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Departnent or Agency responsible for the operation of the

TANF program under Article 1V, shall be responsible for the

coordination of policies and procedures to comply with this

Section, in consultation with State and |ocal donestic

viol ence experts. Those policies and procedures include, but

are not limted to, the screening and identification of

victinse of donestic violence, notification to applicants and

reci pients of assi st ance, mai nt ai ni ng confidentiality,

referral to services, the waiver process, det er m ni ng

evidence of donestic violence, and training of St at e

enpl oyees. The policies and procedures shall apply to State

Departnents and Agencies which directly adnm nister prograns

af f ect ed by the waivers that mnmight be qgranted under

subsection (d) above, including but not I|limted to the

provision of assistance under TANF, paternity establishnent

and child support cooperation, and work, education, and

trai ni ng _prograns.

(305 ILCS 5/4-22 rep.)
Section 10. The Illinois Public Aid Code is anmended by

repeal i ng Section 4-22.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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