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AN ACT concerning forest preserves.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Downstate Forest Preserve District Act is

anended by changi ng Section 6 as foll ows:

(70 ILCS 805/6) (fromCh. 96 1/2, par. 6309)

Sec. 6. Acquisition of property. Any sueh District shal
have power to acquire lands and grounds for the aforesaid
purposes by lease, or in fee sinple by gift, grant, |egacy,
purchase or condemation, or to acquire easenents in |and,
and to construct, lay out, inprove and maintain wells, power
pl ants, confort stations, shelter houses, paths, driveways,
public roads, roadways and ot her inprovenents and facilities
in and through the sueh forest preserves as they shall deem
necessary or desirable for the use of such forest preserves
by the public and may acquire, devel op, inprove and maintain
wat erways in conjunction with the district. No district wth
a population less than 600,000 shall have the power to
pur chase, condemm, |ease or acquire an easenent in property
W t hin a muni ci pality wthout the concurrence of the
governing body of the nunicipality, except where such
district 1is acquiring land for a linear park or trail not to
exceed 100 yards in wdth or is acquiring land contiguous to
an existing park or forest preserve, and no nunicipality
shal | annex any land for the purpose of defeating a D strict
acquisition once the District has given notice of intent to
acquire a specified parcel of |and. No district with a
popul ation of |ess than 500,000 shall (i) have the power to
condemm property for a linear park or trail wthin a
muni ci pality without the concurrence of the governing body of

the municipality or (ii) have the power to condemn property
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for a linear park or trail in an unincorporated area w thout
t he concurrence of the governing body of the township wthin
which the property is located or (iii) once having commenced
a proceeding to acquire land by condemation, dismss or
abandon that proceeding wthout the consent of the property
owners. No district shall establish a trail surface within 50
feet of an occupied dwelling which was in existence prior to
the approval of +the acquisition by the district wthout
obtai ning perm ssion of the owners of the premses or the
concurrence of the governing body of the nmunicipality or
township wthin which the property is |ocated. Al
acquisitions of land by a district with a population |ess
t han 600,000 within 1 1/2 mles of a municipality shall be
preceded by a conference with the mayor or president of the
muni ci pality or his designated agent. |If a forest preserve
district is in negotiations for acquisition of land with
owners of |and adjacent to a nmunicipality, the annexation of
that |and shall be deferred for 6 nonths. The district shal

have no power to acquire an interest in real estate situated
outside the district by the exercise of the right of em nent
domai n, by purchase or by |ease, but shall have the power to
acquire any such property, or an easenent in any such
property, which is <contiguous to the district by gift,
| egacy, grant, or |lease by the State of Illinois, subject to
approval of the county board of the county, and of any forest
preserve district or conservation district, within which the
property 1is |ocated. The district shall have the sane
control of and power over land, an interest in which it has
so acquired, as over forest preserves within the district. If
any of the powers to acquire |lands and hold or inprove the
sane given to Forest Preserve Districts, by Sections 5 and 6
of this Act should be held invalid, such invalidity shall not
invalidate the remainder of this Act or any of the other

powers herein given and conferred upon the Forest Preserve
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Districts. Such Forest Preserve Districts shall also have
power to | ease not to exceed 40 acres of +the l|ands and
grounds acquired by it, for a termof not nore than 99 years
to veterans' organi zations as grounds for conval escing sick
and di sabl ed veterans, and as a place upon which to construct
rehabilitation quarters, or to a county as grounds for a
county nursing home or conval escent honme. Any such Forest
Preserve District shall also have power to grant |icenses,
easenents and rights-of-way for the construction, operation
and nmai ntenance wupon, under or across any property of such
District of facilities for wat er, sewage, t el ephone,
tel egraph, electric, gas or other public service, subject to
such terns and conditions as nmay be determned by such
District.

Any such District may purchase, but not condemm, a parcel

of land and sell a portion thereof for not |less than fair
mar ket val ue pursuant to resolution of the Board. Such
resolution shall be passed by the affirmative vote of at

| east 2/3 of all nenbers of the board within 30 days after
acquisition by the district of such parcel.

Whenever the board of any forest preserve district
determines that the public interest wll be subserved by
vacating any street, roadway, or driveway, or part thereof,
|ocated wthin a forest preserve, it may vacate that street,
roadway, or driveway, or part thereof, by an ordi nance passed
by the affirmative vote of at least 3/4 of all the nenbers of
the board. This vote shall be taken by ayes and nays and
entered in the records of the board.

The determ nation of the board that the nature and extent
of the public use or public interest to be subserved is such
as to warrant the vacation of any street, roadway, or
driveway, or part thereof, is conclusive, and the passage of
such an or di nance IS sufficient evi dence of t hat

determ nation, whether so recited in the ordi nance or not.
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The relief to the public from further bur den and
responsibility of mai nt ai ni ng any street, roadway or
driveway, or part thereof, constitutes a public use or public
i nterest authorizing the vacation.

Not hi ng contained in this Section shall be construed to
aut horize the board of any forest preserve district to vacate
any street, roadway, or driveway, or part thereof, that is
part of any State or county hi ghway.

When property is damaged by the vacation or closing of
any street, roadway, or driveway, or part thereof, damage
shal | be ascertained and paid as provided by | aw

Except in cases where the deed, or other instrunent
dedicating a street, roadway, or driveway, or part thereof,
has expressly provided for a specific devolution of the title
t heret o upon the abandonnent or vacation thereof, and except
where such street, roadway or driveway, or part thereof, is
held by the district by | ease, or where the district holds an
easenent in the land included within the street, roadway or
driveway, whenever any street, roadway, or driveway, or part
thereof is vacated under or by virtue of any ordi nance of any
forest preserve district, the title to the land in fee sinple
included within the street, roadway, or driveway, or part
t hereof, so vacated vests in the forest preserve district.

The board of any forest preserve district is authorized
to sell at fair market price, gravel, sand, earth and any
other material obtained fromthe |ands and waters owned by
the district.

For the purposes of this Section, "acquiring |and"
i ncludes acquiring a fee sinple, |ease or easenent in |and.

(Source: P.A 91-384, eff. 7-30-99.)
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