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AN ACT concerning public utilities.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Public Uilities Act is anended by

changi ng Section 8-505.1 as foll ows:

acti

acti

(220 ILCS 5/8-505.1)
Sec. 8-505.1. Non-energency veget ation managenent
vities.

(a) Except as provided in subsections (b), (c), and (d),

conducting its non- ener gency veget ation managenent
vities, an electric public utility shall:

(1) Follow the nost current tree care and

mai nt enance standard practices gutdelines set forth in

ANSI  A300 published by the Anerican National Standards

Institute tnternational-Seoetety-of-Arborteulture and the

nmost current applicable Occupational Safety and Health

Adm nistration requlations regarding worker safety of

Arert ean- Nat t onal - St andar ds- | nstt t ut e- st andar ds.
(2) Provide direct notice of vegetation nmanagenent

activities no less than at-}teast 21 days nor nore than 90

days before the activities begi n begt Ant ng- - - t hose

activities.
(A If the vegetation managenent activities
wll occur in an incorporated nmunicipality, the

notice nust be given to the mayor or his or her

(B) If the vegetation nmanagenent activities
wll occur in an unincorporated area, the notice
must be given to the chairman of the county board or

his or her designee.

(C) Affected custonmers shall be notified
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(D) Affected property owners shall be notified

by a published notice in a newspaper or newspapers

in general circulation and widely distributed within

the entire area in which the vegetation managenent

activities notice will occur.

(E) CGircuit maps or a description by conmon

address of the area to be affected by vegetation

managenent activities nust acconpany any the notice

to a mayor or his or her designee or to a chairnan

of a county board or his or her designee.

Nettfteatton---ray--be--diseconttnued--upon--the
Fequest - of - t he- gover nt ng- body- of - t he- runt €t pal i ty- oF
ceounty: - - Requests-for--the--tern nation--of--notiees
shall -be-tn-wittng:-
(3)--bireectly--notify--affected--custoners--no-fewer
t han- 7- days- bef ore-t he- activity-ts-schedul ed-t o- begt n-

(3) €4) The electric public wutility giving the

direct and published notices required in subsection

(a)(2) shall provide notified custonmers and property

owners with (i) a statenent of the vegetati on managenent

activities planned, (ii) the address of a website and a

toll-free tel ephone nunber at which a witten disclosure

of all dispute resolution opportunities and processes,

rights, and renedies provided by the electric public

utility nay be obtained, (iii) a statenent that the

custoner and the property owner may appeal the planned

vegetation nanagenent activities through the electric

public utility and the lIllinois Comerce Conmi ssion, (iV)

a toll-free tel ephone nunber through which communication

may be had with a representative of the electric public

utility te--eall regarding the vegetation managenent

activities, and (v) the tel ephone nunber of the Consuner

Affairs Oficer of the Illinois Commerce Conni ssion. The
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notice shall also include a statenent that circuit nmaps

and common addresses of the area to be affected by the

vegetati on nmnhagenent activities are on file with the

office of the mayor of an affected nunicipality or his or

her desi gnee and the office of the county board chairnman

of an affected county or his or her designee.

The Commi ssion shall have sole authority to investigate,
subsection (a).
(b) A public utility shall not be required to conply

with the requirenments of subsection (d) or of paragraphs (2);

and (3);--and--(4) of subsection (a) when () it is taking

actions directly related to an energency to restore reliable

service after interruptions of service.:;-{t)

(c) A public wutility shall not be required to conply

with the requirenents of subsection (a) or (d) if thereis a

franchise, contract, or witten agreenent between the public
utility and the nunicipality or county mandating specific

veget ati on managenent practices. |If the franchise, contract,

or witten agreenent between the public wutility and the

muni ci pality or county establishes requirenents for notice to

the nunicipality, county, cust oners, and property owners,

those notice requirenents shall control over the notice

requi renents of paragraphs (2) and (3) of subsection (a). | f

the franchi se, contract, or witten agreement between the

public wutility and the nunicipality or county does not

establish notice requirenents, the noti ce requi renents

contained in paragraphs (2) and (3) of subsection (a) shal

runt et paltty--ofF--county--and-the-publie-utility-to-watve-the
Fequt renent s- of - paragraph-(2);-€3);-0or-(4)-of -subsectton-{a);
to-the-extent - of -t he- wat ver - agr eenent .

(d) €ey If €+ no franchise, contract, or witten

agreenent between a wutility and a nunicipality nandates a
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specific vegetation managenent practice;-{tt)--no--appticable
tartff----governi ng- - - NON- eREF geney- - - veget at t on- - - ranagenent
practt ees- has- been- appr oved- by-t he- Conmt sston; and (t+t) the
muni ci pality enacts an ordinance establishing standards for
non- ener gency vegetation nmanagenent practices t hat are

contrary to rmore-restricetive-than the standards established

by this Section and the vegetati on managenent activities of

the electric public wutility cost substantially npre, as a

direct consequence, then the electric public wutility my,

before vegetation nmanagenent activities begin, apply to the

muni cipality for an agreenent to pay the additional cost

Fecover--from-the--rnunietpality--the--difference-between-the
costs- of - conpl yt ng- w t h- t he- st andar ds- est abl t shed- - under - - t he
runt et pal tty-s- - or di nanee- and-t he- ceost s- of - conpl yt ng-wt t h-t he
st andar ds- est abl t shed- by- t hi s- Seect i on- - - Bef or e- begt Ant ng- - any
non- ener geney- - - veget at t on- - - ranagenent - - -activities---tn---a
runt €t pal t ty- -t hat - - has- - enacet ed- - an- - or di nanee- - est abl i shi ng
st andar ds- - f o - - veget at + on- ranagenent - pr act t ees- t hat - ar e- rpr e
Festrietive-than-the-standards-established-by--thts--Seetton;
an--eleetrie-publie-utility-shall-provide-to-the-nunietpality
a-good-faith-esttmate-of -t he-costs-of - conplyt ng-w t h-t he- nore
Festriettve- punt et pal - - st andards- - for--veget at t on- - ranagenent

practices. When an application for an agreenent is nade to

the nunicipality, no vegetati on nanagenent activities shal

begin until the nunicipality responds to the application by

agreenent or rejection or dispute resolution proceedings are

conpl et ed. The application shall be supported by a detail ed

specification of the difference between t he st andar ds

established by this Section and the contrary standards

established by the nunicipal ordi nances and by a good faith

bid or proposal obtained from a wutility contractor or

contractors quantifying the additional cost for performng

the specification. VWhen the nunicipality receives the

specification and the utility contractor's bid or proposal,
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the nunicipality shall agree, reject, or initiate dispute

resolution proceedings regarding the application within 90

days after the application's receipt. If the nunicipality

does not act wthin 90 days or inforns the utility that it

will not agree, the electric public utility may proceed and

need not conply with the contrary ordi nance standard. Wen

there is a dispute regarding (i) the accuracy of the

specification, (ii) whether there is a conflict with the

st andards established by this Section, or (iii) any aspect of

the bid or proposal process, the Illinois Comrerce Conmni SSion
shal | hear and resolve the disputed matter or natters, with
the electric public utility having the burden of proof. A

municipality may have a person trained in tree care and

mai nt enance generally nonitor and discuss with the vegetation

managenent supervisory personnel of the electric public

utility the performance of the public utility's vegetation

managenent activities wthout any claimfor costs hereunder

by the public utility arising therefrom

The provisions of this Section shall not in any way
dimnish or replace other civil or admnistrative renedies

avai l able to a custoner or class of custoners or a property

owner or <class of property owners wunder this Act ner

taval t date--any--tari ff--approved- - or - rul e- pronul gat ed- by- t he

Cormmi ssion. This Section does not alter the jurisdiction of

the I1llinois Conmerce Commission in any nmanner except to

obligate the Commission to investigate, issue, and hear

conplaints against an electric public utility as provided in

subsection (a)(3) and to hear and resolve disputed nmtters

brought to it as provided in this subsection. Vegetation

managenent activities by an electric public utility shall not

alter, trespass upon, or limt the rights of any property

(Source: P.A 91-902, eff. 7-6-00.)
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1 Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

2 becom ng | aw.
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