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AN ACT concerni ng educati on.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Vol untary Access to Preschool Act.

Section 5. Pur pose. Resear ch denonstrates that
participation in a quality preschool programhas a positive
inmpact on a child' s intellectual, enotional, social, and
physi cal devel opnent, predicting favorable performance well
into the child s school career. To ensure that all children
inthis State are prepared for school, there should be a
policy of access to preschool for children ages 3 to 5 years
who are residents of this State and whose parents or

guardi ans want themto partici pate.

Section 10. Policy established. A policy of voluntary
uni versal access to preschool is hereby established. The
foll ow ng are the conponents of the policy:

(1) Children who are at |least 3 years of age but
less than 5 years of age who are residents of this State
and whose parents or guardians want them to participate
shal | have access to preschool

(2) Universal voluntary access to preschool shal
be phased in over tine.

(3) Preschool early education shall be available in
a variety of settings, and a range of provi ders,
including schools, child care settings, and Head Start
prograns, shall be allowed to directly receive State
preschool funds.

(4) Al teachers of preschool early education

progr anms shal | hol d early chi | dhood educati on
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certificates 1issued wunder Section 21-2.1 of the School
Code.

(5) Famlies shall be offered an array of preschool
service options and schedules that neet their varied
schedul i ng needs.

(6) Parents shall have opportunities to be involved
in their <children's wearly |learning experiences and to
participate in parent education activities.

(7) Periodic assessnments shall be conducted to
I nprove pr eschool early educati on pr ogr ans and

denonstrate school readi ness results.

Section 15. Task Force. In order to inplenment the
policy of voluntary universal access to preschool that is to
be phased in over tine, a broad-based Task Force on Vol untary
Access to Preschool is hereby created within the Ofice of
t he Governor to develop and deliver an inplenentation plan to
the General Assenbly by January 1, 2002. This Task Force
shall have statew de representation and shall consist of the
fol |l owm ng nenbers

(1) Two representatives of the Governor's Ofice,
appoi nted by the Governor.

(2) Four nmenbers fromthe House of Representatives,
with 2 menbers appointed by the Speaker of the House and

2 menbers appointed by the Mnority Leader of the House.

(3) Four nenbers of the Senate, wth 2 nenbers
appointed by the President of the Senate and 2 nenbers
appointed by the Mnority Leader of the Senate.

(4) The Director of Human Services or his or her
desi gnee.

(5 The Director of Children and Fam |y Services or
his or her designee.

(6) The State Superintendent of Education or his or

her desi gnee.
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(7) One nenber representing the Illinois Head Start
Associ ation, appointed by the Governor.

(8 ©One nenber representing the Chicago Board of
Educati on, appointed by the Governor.

(9) Eighteen menber s representing t he early
education comunity, including adm nistrators, teachers,
child care centers and hones, hi gher educati on
instructors, parents, business, I|abor, and education
advocat es, appointed by the Governor.

The Governor my, at his or her di scretion, appoi nt
individuals representing the U S. Departnent of Health and
Human Services, Region V. One nenber of the Task Force shal

be sel ected by the Governor to serve as the chairperson of

t he Task Force.

Section 20. Duti es of Task Force. The Task Force shal

design a framework of key preschool program conponents to

ensure that all <children enter school ready to learn. The
plan nust include, at a mnimum all of the followng
el ement s:

(1) Recommendations for what preschool funds wll
pay for and how funds will be distributed.

(2) Eligible agencies to apply and operate
preschool prograns.

(3) Cost estimates and nmet hods of fundi ng, phase-in
pl ans, and funding priorities.

(4) Program governance structures.

(5) Standards.

(6) Plans for assessing results.

(7) How progr ans m ght addr ess children's
conpr ehensi ve needs.
The Task Force shall wdely gather information and

recommendati ons for consideration fromparents, civic groups,

and others wwth an interest in young children and their
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This Act takes effect upon
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