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AN ACT concerni ng natural resources.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Depart nent of Natural Resources
(Conservation) Law of the Gvil Admnistrative Code of

I1linois is anmended by changi ng Section 805-535 as foll ows:

(20 ILCS 805/805-535) (was 20 ILCS 805/63b2.2)

Sec. 805-535. Conservation Police Oficers. In addition
to the arrest powers prescribed by |aw, Conservation Police
Oficers are conservators of the peace and as such have al
powers possessed by policenen, except that they may exercise
those powers anywhere in this State. Conservation Police
Oficers acting under the authority of this Section are
consi dered enpl oyees of the Departnent and are subject to its
direction, benefits, and | egal protection.

Any person hired by the Departnent of Natural Resources

after July 1, 2001 for a sworn law enforcenent position or

position that has arrest authority nmust neet the foll ow ng

m ni num pr of essi onal st andards:

(1) At the tine of hire, the person nust hold a

4-year degree in | aw enforcenent, wildlife managenent, or

a field directly related to these 2 areas of study.

(2) The person nmust possess the skill |level and

denpnstrate the ability to swimat a conpetency | evel not

|l ess than that established by the Anerican Red Cross for

an internedi ate | evel sw mmer.

(3) The person must successfully obtai n

certification as a police officer under the standards in

effect at that tine unless that person already hol ds that

certification and nust also successfully conplete the

Conservation Police Acadeny training program consisting
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of not less than 400 hours of training, within one vyear

The Departnment of Natural Resources nust adopt an

adm nistrative rule listing those disciplines that qualify as

directly related areas of study and nust also adopt, by

listing, the Anerican Red Cross "Internediate Sw mer"

standards and testing points.

(Source: P.A 91-239, eff. 1-1-00.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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