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August 17, 2001

To the Honorabl e Menbers of the
I1linois House of Representatives
91st General Assenbly

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Governor by
Article 1V, Section 9(e) of the Illinois Constitution of
1970, and re-affirnmed by the People of the State of Illinois
by popul ar referendumin 1974, and conform ng to the standard
articulated by the Illinois Suprene Court in People ex Rel.
Klinger v. Howett, 50 IIlI. 2d 242 (1972), Continental
IIlinois National Bank and Trust Co. v. Zagel, 78 Ill. 2d 387
(1979), People ex Rel. Cty of Canton v. Crouch, 79 Ill. 2d
356 (1980), and County of Kane v. Carlson, 116 1IIll. 2d 186
(1987), that gubernatorial action be consistent with the
fundanental purposes and the intent of the bill, | hereby
return House Bill 1356 entitled "AN ACT concerni ng speech”
with ny specific recommendations for change.

House Bill 1356 <creates a new category of |icensure
cal l ed Speech-Language Pathology Assistant. In making this
change that ultimately should both inprove public safety and
encourage nore people to choose this career path, the bil
woul d unintentionally cause sonme practical and financial
hardships to schools that currently enpl oy people in these
positions. By making an inmmediate shift in the law there 1is
the potential that many fine people could no | onger assist
students with their speech and communi cati ons needs. Rather
t han have these children go w thout assistance, or force sone
people not to continue wth their chosen profession, |
believe that there should be a separate cat egory of
i ndi viduals who performthis work. They should not be subject
to the full licensure requirenents if they are in a category
approved by the State Board of Educati on.

For these reasons, | hereby return House Bill 1356 wth
the foll owm ng recommendati ons for change:

on page 1, line 26, by deleting "Before January 1,"; and

on page 1, by deleting lines 27 through 29; and
on page 2, by deleting lines 1 through 5; and

on page 2, line 6, by deleting "Act."; and
on page 2, l|ine 10, by inserting after the period the
fol | ow ng:

"This Section does not apply to speech-I|anquage
pat hol oqy paraprofessionals approved by the State
Board of Education."; and

on page 30, line 12, by adding after the word "assistant"
the foll ow ng:

"or a speech-| anguage pathol ogy paraprofessional”
and

on page 31, in line 18, by deleting "Before"; and

on page 31, by deleting lines 19 through 22; and

On page 32, in line 22, by inserting "(a)" after the
period; and
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On page 33, by inserting the followng after line 2:

Wth
approval .

(b) Until January 1, 2004, a person holding a
bachelor's Ilevel degree in conmunication disorders
who was enployed to assist a speech-| anquage
pat hol ogi st on the effective date of this anendatory
Act of the 92nd General Assenbly shall be eligible
to receive a license as a speech-I| anguage pathol ogy
assistant from the Departnent upon conpletion of
forms prescribed by the Departnment and the paynent
of the required fee."

t hese changes, House Bill 1356 wll have ny
| respectfully request your concurrence.

Si ncerely,
s/ GEORGE H. RYAN
Gover nor
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