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AN ACT regardi ng vehicl es.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Vehicle Code is anended by

changi ng Section 4-107 as foll ows:

(625 ILCS 5/4-107) (fromCh. 95 1/2, par. 4-107)

Sec. 4-107. St ol en, converted, recovered and uncl ai ned
vehi cl es.

(a) Every Sheriff, Superintendent of police, Chief of
police or other police officer in conmmand of any Police
departnent in any Cty, Village, or Town of the State, shall,
by the fastest nmeans of communications available to his or
her law enforcenment agency, immediately report to the State
Police, in Springfield, Illinois, the theft or recovery of
jurisdiction. The report shall give the date of theft,
description of the vehicle including col or, year of
manuf acture, manufacturer's trade nanme, manufacturer's series
name, body style, vehicle identification nunber and |icense
regi stration nunber, including the state in which the |license
was issued and the year of issuance, together with the nane,
resi dence address, business address, and tel ephone nunber of
the owner. The report shall be routed by the originating | aw
enforcenent agency through the State Police District in which
such agency is | ocated.

(b) A registered owner or a lienholder my report the
theft by conversion of a vehicle, to the State Police, or any
other police departnent or Sheriff's office. Such report
wi |l be accepted as a report of theft and processed only if a
formal conplaint is on file and a warrant issued.

(c) An operator of a place of business for garaging,
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repairing, parking or storing vehicles for the public, in
whi ch a vehicle remains unclained, after being left for the
purpose of garaging, repairing, parking or storage, for a
period of 15 days, shall, wthin 5 days after the expiration
of that period, report the vehicle as wunclained to the
muni ci pal police when the vehicle is wthin the corporate
limts of any Cty, Village or incorporated Town, or the
County Sheriff, or State Police when the vehicle 1is outside
the corporate limts of a Cty, Village or incorporated Town.
This Section does not apply to any vehicl e:

(1) renoved to a place of storage by a |aw
enforcenment agency having jurisdiction, in accordance
with Sections 4-201 and 4-203 of this Act; or

(2) left wunder a garaging, repairing, parking, or
storage order signed by the owner, lessor, or other
legally entitled person.

Failure to conply wth this Section will result in the
forfeiture of storage fees for that vehicle invol ved.

(d) The State Police shall keep a conplete record of al
reports filed under this Section of the Act. Upon receipt of
such report, a careful search shall be made of the records
of the office of the State Police, and where it is found that
a vehicle reported recovered was stolen in a County, City,
Village or Town other than the County, GCty, Village or Town
in which it is recovered, the State Police shall imediately
notify the Sheriff, Superintendent of police, Chief of
police, or other police officer in conmand of the Sheriff's
office or Police departnent of the County, Cty, Village or
Town in which the vehicle was originally reported stolen,
giving conplete data as to the tinme and place of recovery.

(e) Notification of the theft or conversion of a vehicle
will be furnished to the Secretary of State by the State
Police. The Secretary of State shall place the proper

i nformation in t he i cense regi stration and title
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registration files to indicate the theft or conversion of a
not or vehicle or other vehicle. Notification of the recovery
of a vehicle previously reported as a theft or a conversion
W ll be furnished to the Secretary of State by the State
Pol i ce. The Secretary of State shall renove the proper
information from the i cense regi stration and title
registration files that has previously indicated the theft or
conversion of a vehicle. The Secretary of State shal
suspend the registration of a vehicle wupon receipt of a
report fromthe State Police that such vehicle was stolen or
converted.

(f) Wen the Secretary of State receives an application
for a certificate of title or an application for registration
of a vehicle and it is determned fromthe records of the
office of the Secretary of State that such vehicle has been
reported stolen or converted, the Secretary of State shal
i mredi ately notify the State Police and shall give the State
Police the nanme and address of the person or firmtitling or
registering the vehicle, together with all other information
contained in the application submtted by such person or
firm

(g) During the usual course of business the manufacturer
of any vehicle shall place an original manufacturer's vehicle
identification nunber on all such vehicles manufactured and
on any part of such vehicles requiring an identification
nunber .

(h) If a manufacturer's vehicle identification nunber is
m ssing or has been renoved, changed or nutilated on any
vehi cl e, or any part of such wvehicle requiring an
identification nunber, the State Police shall restore,
restanp or reaffix the vehicle identification nunber plate,
or affix a new plate bearing the original manufacturer's
vehicle identification nunber on each such vehicle and on al

necessary parts of the vehicles. A vehicle identification
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nunber so affixed, restored, restanped, reaffixed or replaced
is not falsified, altered or forged wthin the neaning of
this Act.

(1) If a vehicle or part of any vehicle is found to have
the manufacturer's identification nunber renoved, altered,
def aced or destroyed, the vehicle or part shall be seized by
any |law enforcenent agency having jurisdiction and held for
the purpose of identification. In the event that the
manuf acturer's identification nunber of a vehicle or part
cannot be identified, the vehicle or part shall be considered
contraband, and no right of property shall exist in any
person owni ng, |easing or possessing such property, unless
the person owning, |easing or possessing the vehicle or part
acquired such wthout know edge that the manufacturer's
vehicle identification nunber has been renoved, altered,
defaced, falsified or destroyed.

Either the seizing | aw enforcenment agency or the State's
Attorney of the county where the seizure occurred may nmeke an
application for an order of forfeiture to the <circuit court
in the county of seizure. The application for forfeiture
shal | be i ndependent from any prosecution arising out of the
seizure and is not subject to any final determ nation of such
prosecuti on. The circuit court shall 1issue an order
forfeiting the property to the seizing | aw enforcenent agency
if the court finds that the property did not at the time of
sei zure possess a valid manufacturer's identification nunber
and that the original manufacturer's identification nunber
cannot be ascertained. The sei zing | aw enforcenent agency
may:

(1) retain the forfeited property for official wuse;
or

(2) sell the forfeited property and distribute the
proceeds in accordance with Section 4-211 of this Code,

or dispose of the forfeited property in such manner as
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the | aw enforcenent agency deens appropriate.

(j) The State Police shall notify the Secretary of State
each time a manufacturer's vehicle identification nunber is
affixed, reaffixed, restored or restanped on any vehicle.
The Secretary of State shall nmake the necessary changes or
corrections in his records, after the proper applications and
fees have been submtted, if applicable.

(k) Any vessel, vehicle or aircraft used with know edge
and consent of the owner in the commssion of, or in the
attenpt to commt as defined in Section 8-4 of the Crim nal
Code of 1961, an offense prohibited by Section 4-103 of this
Chapter, including transporting of a stolen vehicle or stolen
vehicle parts, shall be seized by any | aw enforcenent agency.
The sei zing | aw enforcenent agency may:

(1) return the vehicle to its owner if such vehicle
is stolen; or

(2) confiscate the wvehicle and retain it for any
pur pose which t he | aw enforcenent agency deens
appropriate; or

(3) sell the vehicle at a public sale or dispose of
the vehicle 1in such other manner as the | aw enforcenent
agency deens appropri ate.

If the vehicle is sold at public sale, the proceeds of
the sale shall be paid to the | aw enforcenent agency.

The Ilaw enforcenent agency shall not retain, sell or
di spose of a vehicle under paragraphs (2) or (3) of this
subsection (k) except upon an order of forfeiture issued by
the circuit court. The circuit court nmay issue such order of
forfeiture upon application of the |aw enforcenent agency or
State's Attorney of the county where the |aw enforcenent
agency has jurisdiction, or in the case of the Departnent of
State Police or the Secretary of State, upon application of
the Attorney Ceneral.

The court shall issue the order if the owner of the
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vehi cl e has been convicted of transporting stolen vehicles or
stolen vehicle parts and the evidence establishes that the
owner's vehicle has been used in the commssion of such
of f ense.

The provisions of subsection (k) of this Section shal
not apply to any vessel, vehicle or aircraft, which has been
| eased, rented or loaned by its owner, if the owner did not
have know edge of and consent to the wuse of the vessel,
vehicle or aircraft in the commssion of, or in an attenpt to
commit, an offense prohibited by Section 4-103 of this
Chapt er.

(Source: P.A 89-433, eff. 12-15-95.)
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