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AN ACT concerning transitional bilingual education

teaching certificates.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anended by changing

Sections 14C-8 and 21-2 as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/14C-8) (from Ch. 122, par. 14C 8)

Sec. 14C-8. Teacher certification - Qualifications -
| ssuance of certificates. No person shall be eligible for
enpl oynent by a school district as a teacher of transitional
bilingual education wthout either (a) holding a wvalid
teaching certificate 1issued pursuant to Article 21 of this
Code and neeting such additional |anguage and cour se
requi renents as prescribed by the State Board of Education,

in consultation with the State Teacher Certification Board,

or (b) neeting the requirenents set forth in this Section.

The State Board of Education, in consultation with the State

Teacher Certification Board, shall issue certificates valid
for teaching in all grades of the comon school in
transitional bilingual education prograns to any person who
presents it with satisfactory evidence that he possesses an
adequate speaking and reading ability in a | anguage ot her
than English in which transitional bilingual education is
offered and communicative skills in English, and possessed
wthin 5 years previous to his or her applying for a
certificate wunder this Section a valid teaching certificate
i ssued by a foreign country, or by a State or possession or
territory of the United States, or other evidence of teaching

preparation as my be determned to be sufficient by the

State Board of Education, in consultation with the State

Teacher Certification Board, or holds a degree froman
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institution of higher learning in a foreign country which the

State Board of Education, in consultation with the State

Certification Board, determnes to be the equivalent of a
bachel or's degree froma recognized institution of higher
learning in the United States; provided that any person
seeking a certificate wunder this Section nust neet the
foll ow ng additional requirenents:

(1) Such persons nust be in good health;

(2) Such persons nust be of sound noral character;

(3) Such persons nust be legally present in the United
States and possess | egal authorization for enploynent;

(4) Such persons must not be enployed to replace any
presently enpl oyed teacher who otherwise would not be
repl aced for any reason.

Certificates issued tssuable pursuant to this Section

shal | be called transitional bilingual certificates. These

certificates are valid for 2 years and nay not be renewed

nore than 3 tinmes for a period of 2 years each, after the

2nd, 4th, and 6th year of teaching. A transitional bilingual

certificate may not be renewed unl ess the hol der successfully

conmpletes a mninmnum of 9 semester hours of college or

uni versity coursework in an approved education program

leading to eligibility for an Initial or Standard Teaching

Certificate, issued pursuant to Section 21-2 of this Code,

during each 2-year validity period of the transitional

bilingqual certificate. Al applications for renewal of a

transitional bilingual certificate shall be directed to the

State Board of Educati on and shall contain docunentation that

the certificate holder has successfully conpl et ed t he

required coursework. tssuable--only--durtng--the--5--years

tredi ately-fol l ot ng-the-effective--date--of--this--Act--and
thereafter--for--additional--pert ods- - of - one-year - onl y- upon- a
det er nt nat + on- by- t he- St at e- Boar d- of - Educat i on-t hat - - a- - school

di striet--laeks--the--nunber--of-teachers-necessary-to-conply
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wt t h-t he- mandat or y- r equi r enent s- of - Seett ons-14C- 2: 1- and- 14C- 3
of-this-Arttele-for--the--establtshaent--and-- i nt enance- - of
prograns---of---transttional--bilingual--education--and--satd
certifieates-issued-by-the-Certificatton-Board-shall-be-valid
for-a-pert od-of - 6-years-foll owt ng-t het r- dat e- of - t ssuanee- - and
shal | - net - be- r eneved; - exeept - t hat - one- r enewal - f or - a- per i od- of
two- years- may- be- granted- i f- necessary-to- pernatt-the- hol der - of
a-certifteate-issued-under-this-Section-to-aequire-a-teaching
certifieate--pursuant--to--Artiele--21--of--this--Code: Such
certificates and the persons to whomthey are issued shall be
exenpt fromthe provisions of Article 21 of this Code except
that Sections 21-12, 21-13, 21-16, 21-17, 21-19, 21-21,
21-22, 21-23 and 21-24 shall continue to be applicable to al

such certificates and certificate hol ders.

Each holder of a transitional bilingual certificate nmnust

develop a plan for satisfying the renewal requirenents every

2 years, if necessary, and nust nmintain recor ds of

conpletion of required coursework to docunent his or her

pr ogr ess. Each school district that enploys a holder of a

transitional bi |i nqual certificate must (i) review the

certificate holder's plan, (ii) nonitor the certificate

holder's progress made annually, and (iii) retain t he

docunentation provided by the certificate holder. The school

district nust certify to the State Board of Education that

the certificate holder has successfully conpl et ed t he

requi red cour seworKk. | f exceptional circunstances exist, the

State Superintendent of Education nmy grant an additi onal

period of tine to fulfill the renewal requi renents for one

2-year period, as long as the nmaxinmum amount of tine a

certificate is held is 8 years. Eligibility and application

for the additional period of tine shall be determned in

accordance with rules established by the State Board of

Educati on, in consul tati on with t he State Teacher

Certification Board. Each school district that enpl oys a
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hol der of a transitional bilingual certificate nust provide

mentoring by an experienced teacher during the first 2 years

that the holder's certificate is valid.

An individual who conpletes 4 vears of teaching after

receiving a transitional bilingual certificate issued and

renewed pursuant to this Section qualifies for a Standard

Teaching Certificate, provided that the individual satisfies

the requirenents for a Standard Certificate established under

subsection (c) of Section 21-2 of this Code, including

successful completion of the Standard Teaching Certificate

Exam nati on beginning July 1, 2003. An individual who so

qualifies for a Standard Teaching Certificate wi thout receipt

of an Initial Teaching Certificate nust successfully conplete

the Initial Teaching Certification exanm nation established

under subsection (b) of Section 21-2 of this Code. A

transitional bilingual certificate nay not be renewed after

the 4th vyear of teaching unless the certificate holder

satisfactorily passes the test of basic skills established

under Section 21-1a of this Code before application for a

second renewal. After-the-effective-date-of-this-anendatory

Act - of - 1984; - an- addi t t onal - renewal - for- - a- - peri od- -t o- -exptre
August - 31; - 1985; - may- be- gr ant ed: - The- St at e- Boar d- of - Educat t on
shal } -report-to-the-General - Assenbl y- on- or - bef or e- Januar y- 31;
1985-tts-reconnendatt ons-for-the-qgualtfiecatt on- of -t eachers- of
bt I+ ngual - - educat t on- and-for-the-qualifiecatton- of -t eachers- of
Engl t sh-as- a- - seeond- - | anguage: - - Sat d- - gual t ft eat t on- - pr ogr am
shal | -t ake-effeect - no-} at er - t han- August - 31; - 1985-

Beginning July 1, 2001, the State Board of Education
shall inplenent a test or tests to assess the speaking,
reading, witing, and grammar skills of applicants for a
certificate issued under this Section in the English | anguage
and in the |l anguage of the transitional bilingual education
program requested by the applicant and shall establish

appropriate fees for these tests. The State Board of
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Education, in consultation with the Certification Board,
shall promulgate rules to inplenent the required tests,
including specific provisions to govern test selection, test
val i dation, determ nation of a passing score, admnistration
of the test or tests, frequency of adm nistration, applicant
fees, identification requirenents for test takers, frequency
of applicants taking the tests, the years for which a score
is valid, wai vi ng tests for i ndi vi dual s who have
satisfactorily passed other tests, and the consequences of
di shonest conduct in the application for or taking of the
tests.

If the qualifications of an applicant for a certificate
valid for teaching in transitional bilingual educati on
prograns in all grades of the common schools do not neet the
requirenents est abl i shed for t he I ssuance of t hat
certificate, the Certification Board neverthel ess shall issue
the applicant a substitute teacher's certificate under
Section 21-9 whenever it appears from the face of the
application submtted for certification as a teacher of
transitional bilingual education and the evidence presented
in support thereof that the applicant's qualifications neet
t he requirenents est abl i shed for the 1issuance of a
certificate under Section 21-9; provided, that if it does not
appear fromthe face of such application and supporting
evidence that the applicant is qualified for issuance of a
certificate under Section 21-9 the Certification Board shal
evaluate the application with reference to the requirenents
for issuance of certificates under Section 21-9 and shal
inform the applicant, at the time it denies the application
submtted for certification as a teacher of transitional
bi i ngual education, of the additional qualifications which
t he applicant nmust possess in order to neet the requirenments
established for issuance of (i) a certificate valid for

teaching in transitional bilingual education progranms in al
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grades of the common schools and (ii) a substitute teacher's
certificate under Section 21-9.

(Source: P.A 91-370, eff. 7-30-99.)

(105 ILCS 5/21-2) (from Ch. 122, par. 21-2)

Sec. 21-2. G ades of certificates.

(a) Until February 15, 2000, all certificates 1issued
under this Article shall be State certificates valid, except
as limted in Section 21-1, in every school district comng
under the provisions of this Act and shall be |imted in tinme
and desi gnat ed as fol | ows: Provi si onal vocat i onal
certificate, tenporary provisional vocational certificate,
early childhood certificate, elenentary school certificate,
special certificate, high school certificate, school service
per sonnel certificate, adm ni strative certificate,
provi sional certificate, and substitute certificate. The
requi renent of student teaching under close and conpetent
supervision for obtaining a teaching certificate my be
wai ved by the State Teacher Certification Board upon
presentation to the Board by the teacher of evidence of 5
years successful teaching experience on a valid certificate
and graduation from a recognized institution of higher
learning with a bachelor's degree with not I|ess than 120
senester hours and a mninmum of 16 senmester hours in
pr of essi onal educati on.

(b) Initial Teaching Certificate. Begi nni ng February
15, 2000, persons who (1) have conpleted an approved teacher
preparation program (2) are recomended by an approved
teacher preparation program (3) have successfully conpleted
the Initial Teaching Certification exam nations required by
the State Board of Education, and (4) have net all other
criteria established by the State Board of Education in
consultation wth the State Teacher Certification Board,

shall be issued an Initial Teaching Certificate valid for 4
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years of teaching, as defined in Section 21-14 of this Code.
Initial Teaching Certificates shall be issued for categories
corresponding to Early Chil dhood, Elenentary, Secondary, and
Special K-12, wth special certification designations for
Speci al Education, Bilingual Education, fundanental | earning
ar eas (1 ncluding Language Arts, Reading, Mathematics,
Sci ence, Social Science, Physical Developnent and Health,
Fine Arts, and Foreign Language), and other areas desi gnated
by the State Board of Education, in consultation wth the
State Teacher Certification Board.

(c) Standard Certificate. Beginning February 15, 2000,
persons who (1) have conpleted 4 years of teaching, as
defined in Section 21-14 of +this Code, wth an Initial
Certificate or an Initial Alternative Teaching Certificate
and have net all other criteria established by the State
Board of Education in consultation wth the State Teacher
Certification Board, (2) have conpleted 4 years of teaching
on a valid equivalent certificate in another State or

territory of the United States, have conpleted 4 vyears of

teaching on a valid certificate i ssued pursuant to Section

14C-8 of this Code, or have conpleted 4 years of teaching in

a nonpublic Illinois elenmentary or secondary school with an
Initial Certificate or an Initial Alternative Teachi ng
Certificate, and have nmet all other criteria established by
the State Board of Education, in consultation with the State
Teacher Certification Board, or (3) were issued teaching
certificates prior to February 15, 2000 and are renew ng
those certificates after February 15, 2000, shall be issued a
Standard Certificate valid for 5 years, which may be renewed
thereafter every 5 years by the State Teacher Certification
Board based on proof of continuing education or professional
devel opnent. Beginning July 1, 2003, persons who have
conpleted 4 vyears of teaching, as described in clauses (1)

and (2) of this subsection (c), have successfully conpleted
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the Standard Teaching Certificate Exam nations, and have net
all other <criteria established by the State Board of
Educat i on, in consul tation with t he State Teacher
Certification Board, shall be issued Standard Certificates.
Standard Certificates shall be i ssued for categories
corresponding to Early Childhood, Elenentary, Secondary, and
Special K-12, with special certification designations for
Speci al Education, Bilingual Education, fundanental | earning
areas (including Language Arts, Readi ng, Mat hemat i cs,
Sci ence, Social Science, Physical Devel opnent and Heal th,
Fine Arts, and Foreign Language), and other areas designated
by the State Board of Education, in consultation with the
State Teacher Certification Board.

(d) Master Certificate. Beginning February 15, 2000,
persons who have successfully achieved National Board
certification through the National Board for Professional
Teaching Standards shall be issued a Master Certificate,
valid for 10 years and renewabl e thereafter every 10 vyears
through conpliance wth requirenents set forth by the State
Board of Education, in consultation with the State Teacher
Certification Board. However, each teacher who holds a Master
Certificate shall be eligible for a teaching position in this
State in the areas for which he or she holds a Mster
Certificate without satisfying any other requirenents of this
Code, except for those requirenents pertaining to crimna
background checks. A teacher who holds a Master Certificate
shall be deenmed to neet State certification renewal
requirenents in the area or areas for which he or she holds a
Master Certificate for the 10-year termof the teacher's
Master Certificate.

(Source: P.A 90-548, eff. 1-1-98; 90-653, eff. 7-29-98;
90-811, eff. 1-26-99; 91-102, eff. 7-12-99; 91-606, eff.
8-16-99; 91-609, eff. 1-1-00; revised 10-7-99.)
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Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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